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New York State Congress of Parents and Teachers, Inc. 

2017 NYS PTA Annual Convention 

 
Dear PTA Members, 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the New York State PTA, it is our pleasure to invite you to the 121st

 New York State 
PTA Annual Meeting and Convention in Niagara Falls, New York, on November 3-5, 2017. Convention is an exciting event 
where PTA representatives from all over the state join together to focus on improving the education, health and well-being of 
children. Convention will give PTA members opportunities to: 
 

 Meet and develop relationships with other delegates to advocate for children locally and statewide 

 Elect new state officers 

 Vote to retain or update resolutions long held by our association that set our path to advocacy 

 Hear from a National PTA representative and other keynote speakers 

 Participate in interesting and informative workshop sessions that will inspire you to learn more and do more 

 Visit the exhibitor showcase, the Reflections Art Exhibit and PTA Store 

 Celebrate the talents of our students who provide us with great entertainment 

 Enjoy a wonderful time and have fun! 
 

As PTA members, we proudly belong to the oldest and largest volunteer child advocacy association in the world. The theme 
for the 2017 Convention, “Leading the Way”, reflects our steadfast belief in our mission for children and recognizes that a 
uniquely talented, well-informed membership, working collaboratively with today’s educational partners, can and will ignite 
ideas, effect positive change and inspire others! 
 

We look forward to meeting you at the Conference & Event Center Niagara Falls. 

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Gracemarie Rozea      Laurie May 
NYS PTA President      2017 Convention Coordinator 
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Convention Schedule at a Glance 
Workshop Ticket Swap is Available at Information Desk 

 

 

  

 

Friday, November 3 

12:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.  
Exhibit Hall  
PTA Store 
 

12:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  
Registration/PTA Bag 
Information  
First Timers’ Table  
Cyber Center 
Reflections Art Exhibit  

3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
Workshop Session 1 
 

4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  
Free Time to Visit Exhibit Hall 
 

5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  
Diversity, Inclusion and Equity 
Caucus 
 

6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.  
Dinner 

7:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.  
General Session 1 
 

10:00 p.m.  
Candidate’s Forum (if necessary) 
 

Immediately Following General 
Session I and Candidate’s 
Forum (if held) 

Resolutions Briefing/Caucus 

Saturday, November 4 

7:15 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.  
Empire State PTSA Breakfast and 

Annual Meeting 
 

7:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.  
Breakfast (General Delegates) 
Elections/1st ballot (if necessary) 
 

7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
Exhibit Hall  
PTA Store 
Reflections Art Exhibit  
 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Registration/PTA Bag  
Information  
First Timers’ Table  
Cyber Center 

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  
General Session II 
 

12:00 p.m. - 12:15 p.m.  
Candidate’s Forum (if necessary) 
 

12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.  
Elections/2nd ballot (if necessary) 
 

12:15 p.m. - 1:15 p.m.  
Lunch (General Delegates) 
President to Presidents Luncheon 

(sponsored by Lifetouch) 
 

1:15 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.  
Free Time to Visit Exhibit Hall 

3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
General Session III 
 

5:15 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. 
Workshop Session 2 
 

7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  
Reception 
 

7:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
Banquet 
 

10:00 p.m. - 1:00 a.m.  
Post-Banquet Celebration with DJ 
 

Sunday, November 5    

7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.  
Breakfast (General Delegates) 
LGBTQ Caucus Breakfast 
    

8:45 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.  
Fireside Chat 
 

10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  
Workshop Session 3 
 

11:15 a.m.  
Convention ends 
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Convention Speakers 
 

Honorable Verda Colvin  
Superior Court Judge  
 
Verda Colvin is a Superior Court Judge in the Macon Judicial Circuit which 
serves Macon Bibb, Crawford and Peach Counties in Georgia. She was 
appointed by Governor Nathan Deal on April 16, 2014. She is the first 
African American female appointed to the Macon Judicial Circuit. She 
received her B.A. degree from Sweet Briar College in Virginia and her J.D. 
from the University of Georgia School of Law.  
 
Prior to her appointment, she was an Assistant United States Attorney in the 
Middle District of Georgia, where in her 15 years of service she prosecuted 
a wide range of offenses from drug trafficking to white collar crime. 
Preceding her service with the federal government she was an Assistant District Attorney in Clayton 
County, GA. She also served as Assistant General Counsel at Clarke-Atlanta University in Atlanta, GA. 
She became aware of her love for trial work during her service at the Solicitor’s Office in Athens-Clarke 
County, GA and during her years in private practice at Ferguson, Stein, Watt, Wallas, Adkins & Gresham, 
et al. P.A. immediately upon graduation from UGA Law School.  
 
Judge Colvin is committed to service professionally and personally. She serves on the Council of 
Accountability Court Judges-Funding Committee. She is a member of the Macon Bar Association, 
GABWA (Georgia Association of Black Women Attorneys), The Gate City Bar -Judicial Section-
Executive Board member, and the William A. Bootle American Inn of Court. She is a member of the 
Rotary-Downtown Club and she serves as a troop leader for Girl Scout Troop 60022 at St. Peter Claver 
Catholic School. She is an Executive Board Member of Boy Scouts of America Ocmulgee District and 
serves as Scoutreach Committee Chair and Vice President. She is a member of Jack and Jill of America-
Macon Chapter. She is on the Board of Directors for the Fuller House and will serve on the Regional 
Partnership Council of the Boys and Girls Club of Central Georgia.  
 
She is a proud Leadership Macon 2010 Graduate. She was honored by Leadership Macon as the Robert F. 
Hatcher Distinguished Alumni Award as a Community Leader in 2015. She is an Adjunct instructor at 
Mercer Law School. Finally, she is a member of First Baptist Church where she serves as Children and 
Youth Leader, Children’s Sunday school teacher, and on the Women’s Ministry.  
 
She is the proud mother of two children who are being groomed to serve as well.  
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Convention Speakers 
 

Amy Hysick  
2017 New York State Teacher of the Year  
 
Amy Hysick, the 2017 New York State Teacher of the Year, is certified in 
both Biology and Chemistry, and is currently in her 14th year teaching at 
Cicero-North Syracuse High School in the North Syracuse Central School 
District.  
 
Amy believes that building relationships with students and contributing to 
a positive school climate are of critical importance to unlocking student 
motivation and increased engagement. The message emphasized in her 
classroom is one of a journey to success that encourages students to view 
grades as feedback about their current understanding rather than fixed 
measures. 
 
Students in her class have the opportunity to redo, retake, correct and resubmit all assignments and 
assessments to demonstrate increased understanding of the learning targets. This has led to reduced test 
anxiety, increased student engagement, and a greater measure of success overall.  
 
Amy also leads training workshops for new teachers in her district, develops strategies to reach students 
with different learning styles, is part of the ongoing efforts to reform the grading practices in her district, 
and regularly meets with colleagues to brainstorm methods to more effectively reach at-risk students. 
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Convention Information 
Convention Workshops 
There are three sessions scheduled for the weekend. They 
are Workshop Session 1, Friday, November 3, 3:00 p.m. - 
4:00 p.m.; Workshop Session 2, Saturday, November 4, 
5:15 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.; and Workshop Session 3, Sunday, 
November 5, 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Tickets are required 
for admission to workshops. The earlier you register, the 
better your opportunity will be to receive your choice of 
workshops. Some workshops have a limited number of 
seats, so register early! Every effort is made to assign your 
first choice of workshop. Tickets can be selected or 
exchanged on a space available basis at the Information 
desk in the Registration Area.  
 

Exhibit Hall and Sponsors 
Please take this opportunity to visit and thank our 
exhibitors and sponsors - their participation is vital to the 
success of our convention! Exhibit Hall hours: Friday 
12:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. and Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 

PTA Store 
You will find exciting new items along with your old 
favorites such as pins, mugs, totes and buttons. Our staff of 
volunteers will be happy to assist you. All purchases are 
payable by check or cash. (Please remember PTA checks 
require two (2) signatures.) The PTA Store is located in the 
Exhibit Hall. PTA Store hours: Friday 12:00 p.m. - 7:15 
p.m. and Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (closed Sunday). 
 

Information and First Timers 
If this is your first state Convention, our Information desk 
and First Timers’ table will be the areas to get your 
questions answered. These areas will be open Friday 12:00 
p.m. – 9:00 p.m., and Saturday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

 
 
 

Reflections Art Exhibit  
Visit our exhibit of student artwork from the PTA 
Reflections Program. A collection of the NYS PTA award 
winners will be on display Friday 12:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
and Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 

Cyber Center 
Visit the Cyber Center to read your email and connect with 
VoterVoice to contact your legislators. The hours will be 
Friday 12:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. and Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 
3:00 p.m. 
 

President to Presidents Luncheon 
If you are a unit or council president and wish to attend the 
President to Presidents Luncheon on Saturday, please be 
sure to check off the box on your Convention Registration 
form. NYS PTA President Gracemarie Rozea and a 
National PTA representative will join our delegates at 
lunch and answer your questions. You must be pre-
registered and a Unit/Council President to attend this 
luncheon. 
 

Reception 
Saturday evening prior to our Banquet there will be a 
reception. 
 

Post-Banquet Celebration Party 
Saturday evening immediately following our Banquet 
there will be DJ music provided for all delegates to enjoy 
and celebrate! 
 

Convention Video 
Are you new to attending Convention or would like to 
know what to expect before your arrive? Our Convention 
video will help prepare you for Convention in Niagara 
Falls and explain the important role you will play. Please 
click here to view this exciting and informative video.

Download the New York State PTA Mobile App! 

Get up to the minute information and 
event schedule at your fingertips. 

Download our free App! 

Visit Google Play or the App Store 
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Workshops – Friday, November 3, 2017 

Session 1:  3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
 

101 Parliamentary Tools for the Convention Delegate 
Convention Delegates, especially first timers who wish to participate in the business meetings, need to understand the rules as 
well as the terminology of parliamentary procedure as it is used to conduct the business sessions of the association.  This 
workshop will help delegates to understand what is going on during meetings and how the business of the convention is 
transacted using the democratic principles of parliamentary procedure. 
 

102   President to President Chat 
This informal workshop provides unit and council presidents and potential future presidents with the opportunity to chat about 
concerns and issues they are facing and to receive guidance on how to address them. 
 

103   Resolutions: From Issue to Action 
Have you ever wondered how the Resolutions you vote on at Convention got to the Convention floor? Do you have an issue 
impacting children and families locally, statewide or nationally that is frustrating you or that you know needs to be addressed? 
This workshop will help you understand the process an issue follows from conception to Convention floor. 
 

104 Hot Topics in Education: What You Need to Know Now to Support Children (CTLE credit 

available)  
What changes are our schools and students facing? How have decisions by policymakers affected classrooms? How can you as 
an educator or parent make a difference and be heard? 
 

105 Membership: Leaders & Motivators 
It’s time to “shout out” those unit successes and promote “there’s still more to come”. How to plan and organize an exciting 
membership drive to begin the new year. 
 

106 Troubling Connections (CTLE credit available) 

Our schools and jails are connected in complicated and deeply troubling ways. This workshop will look at the so-called 
“school-to-prison” pipeline, in addition to looking at the unique challenges faced by parents who are themselves incarcerated. 
The session will invite participants to explore ways in which the NYS PTA can disrupt the connections between the penal 
system and schools, as well as ways that we can support families that are themselves disrupted by those connections. 
 

107   PTA is Not Just for Women 
Having dads and men play roles in your leadership and volunteer base is important to a great PTA. Find out how units across 
New York have recruited and involved dads and men in their leadership. 
 

108 Financial Education 
3 topics to be discussed: (1) Home Financing - Understand the process of buying a home step by step or when is a good time to 
refinance; (2) Score Some Points - Understanding and raising your credit score. Learn about the importance of credit scores, 
what impacts your score and what actions you can take to raise it; (3) Identity Theft 101 - Learn about identity theft, how it 
occurs, how to prevent it, and what to do if you become a victim.  

 

New York State PTA is now an approved provider of Continuing Teacher and  
Leader Education (CTLE) for education professionals! 

 

Workshops meeting CTLE criteria are indicated in the workshop description. Educators attending CTLE workshops  
will be sent necessary documentation from NYS PTA after Convention. 
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Workshops – Saturday, November 4, 2017 

Session 2:  5:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.  
 

201 Protecting Your Assets 
“Why does my organization need insurance?” That’s a great question and one that every PTA should ask itself. Insurance not 
only protects your organization, but also protects you as an individual. There are many misconceptions about insurance when it 
comes to PTAs and you could be held personally liable for an accident that occurs at one of your events. Be sure you know 
what you are covered and not covered for. 
 

202 Collaboration is Key! How PTAs, Parents, Educators and Superintendents Can Work 
Together to Support Children (CTLE credit available) 

Superintendents see themselves as advocates for children but they must balance what students need and what taxpayers will 
pay for. Also, they are held accountable for translating policies enacted for the whole state into practices that can work in the 
communities they serve. This session will focus on how superintendents and parents can work together for the success of their 
schools and students. 
 

203 The Importance of STEAM Education for Your Child’s Future (CTLE credit available) 
This workshop will help participants understand the future workforce needs based on the latest industry research and address 
how industry evolution is impacting our need for STEAM education in the classroom. Preparing our students for their 
Industrial Revolution and how to ensure they are ready to transition into careers that do not yet exist, will be discussed. 
 

204 The Messy Truth: When Implicit & Explicit Bias Gets in the Way of Leadership that is 
Diverse & Culturally Responsive in your School and PTA (CTLE credit available) 

A conversation about the importance of your PTA leadership reflecting the diversity of your community. Communities are 
diverse in many ways and PTA should be as well. Inclusive PTA leadership not only increases membership and transitional 
leadership but it has the ability to ensure that family-school communication is effective and relationships are fruitful. 
 

205 Inside the ADHD Mind: Where it Wanders, Why it Wanders, and How to Help it 
An award-winning children’s author provides unique personal ADHD insight and shares specific ideas that help ADHD (and 
non-ADHD) children succeed. What is absolutely critical for the ADHD students is also extremely helpful for the general 
student population—it’s not one or the other, and you’ll be able to better advocate for ALL students as this is better 
understood. 
 

206 Why Real Family Engagement Matters (CTLE credit available) 
Join an earnest conversation about how best to support families and children in your community and school. Discuss unique 
strategies to involve parents and caregivers in learning, and leave with ideas and possible solutions for your school building.   
 

207 Rust, Revitalize or Revolt?  The Future of New York’s Rural Schools (CTLE credit available) 
Facing the loss of jobs, social ills, population loss and ignored for too long, New York’s rural schools are fighting back; with 
collaboration, technology and advocacy.  Will they rebuild or have they passed the point of no return?  Hear the prognosis from 
Rural Schools Association Executive Director and longtime education advocate, David Little. 
 

208   Bylaws Wizard Training 
For unit or council presidents and bylaws chairs. Learn all the information you need to review, renew or amend your 
unit/council bylaws efficiently using the new user friendly Bylaws Wizard. 
 

209 National PTA - Leading the PTA Way 
LEADING THE WAY:  What does it mean to be a PTA leader? Together, we will define effective and ethical PTA leadership. 
Then, we’ll examine real PTA scenarios and discuss how to welcome all families, communicate effectively, focus your PTA’s 
efforts on student success and school improvements, and strengthen relationships throughout your school and community.   
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Workshops – Sunday, November 5, 2017 

Session 3:  10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  
 

301 Tell Us What You Think About PTA 
Join the National PTA Representative, our NYS PTA President and NYS PTA Executive Director for an open discussion. 
What are we doing right? What can we improve on? What are the important priorities NYS PTA should be addressing? 
 

302 Post Convention Advocacy Planning 
This interactive workshop will have participants develop a year round advocacy plan for their Region/Council/Unit following 
Convention. The use of NYS PTA and other resources will be explored as tools to help develop those plans. 
 

303 How Does Economic, Social, Academic, Professional and Cultural Diversity Affect 
Your School Community? Why Should School Funding Matter to You? (CTLE credit 

available) 
Not all communities look alike, but they all need funding. Your location and demographics can determine some factors about 
your community and the funding your school receives. How the budget in your school is spent also depends on mandates and 
the needs of your community. Learn about your community and the needs of your school. 
 

304 Exploring MemberHub 
MemberHub is the premier PTA management and communications platform in the US. NYS PTA has partnered with 
MemberHub, providing free software to all 1,300 units to improve family engagement and simplify unit management. This 
workshop will provide a deep dive into the software to allow users to see best practices and learn skills to better use 
MemberHub to increase volunteerism, streamline PTA communications, simplify PTA unit management and also raise funds 
through the unique SponsorShare feature. 
 

305 Executive Function Difficulties: Helping Students Be Successful 
Amongst educators, a growing awareness exists of the soft skill challenges that students face in order to be successful. This 
workshop will cover a definition of executive function disorder, how to identify the specific difficulties and various 
interventions that can be used to help students be successful. 
 

306 Programs on the Go! 
Speed training workshop featuring NYS PTA Programs: Arts, Awards, PARP and Reflections (15 minute discussion with each 
specialist). 
 

307 Sexting, Texting and the App Problem (CTLE credit available) 
The workshop will educate the attendees on the new internet and social media world. Grooming, screen names and Apps will 
be discussed and possible dangers our students face. We will also look at who is watching our social media accounts and how 
one picture, video, statement or club can have life-long consequences. Cyber bullying will be defined and tools will be shared. 
 

308 Federal and State Education Policies: How They Affect Your Community and Why 
Advocacy is Key (CTLE credit available) 

Hear a brief update on state and federal issues affecting your school district and students and how and why you should work to 
influence those issues. 
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Elections and Voting 2017 
 

New York State PTA Bylaws Article XVI 
Each local PTA in good standing as of September 1, 2017, shall be entitled to be represented at the Annual Convention by its 
president or alternate and one (1) delegate. Local PTAs with a membership of over one hundred (100) shall be entitled to one 
(1) delegate for each additional one hundred (100) members or a major fraction thereof as shown on the books of the New 
York State PTA as of March 31, 2017. Each council in good standing as of September 1, 2017, shall be entitled to be 
represented by its president or alternate. Each Region PTA shall be entitled to be represented at the annual convention by its 
region director or alternate. Each region shall be entitled to six (6) additional voting delegates who shall be region board 
members. The selection of these six (6) delegates shall be governed by the region accrediting such delegates. 

New York State PTA Bylaws Article VIII 
The nominating committee shall present its report at the next convention. Additional nominations may be made from the floor 
provided the written consent of the nominee has been secured. A copy of the qualifications of any candidate to be nominated 
from the floor must be received by the chair of the nominating committee fourteen (14) business days prior to the opening of 
the convention. 

** Please send a copy of the qualifications of any candidate to be nominated from the floor to the state office: 

NYS PTA ~ One Wembley Court ~ Albany, NY 12205-3830 
Attn: Judy Van Haaren, Nominating Committee Chair 

Article VIII-Officers: Elections and Vacancies (as it pertains to eligibility for office) 
Section 6. To be eligible for an elective office in the New York State PTA a person shall have served at least two (2) years on 
the Board of Directors of the New York State PTA.  

Section 8. No person under the age of 18 years shall be eligible to serve in the office of president, (recording) secretary, or 
treasurer. 

Election of NYS PTA Officers 
Voting delegates participate in the election of the leadership of our state PTA. All candidates must be formally nominated at 
Convention either by the Nominating Committee or from the floor. This year the Nominating Committee will present the 
following slate of officers: 

Vice President ..................Jane Harsha 
Vice President ..................Dana Platin 
Treasurer .........................Sean Hannam 
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Proposed Convention Rules 2017 
 
Bold items (printed from NYS PTA Bylaws) 
are for informational purposes only and are 
not subject to change by the delegate body. 
 

GENERAL 
1. Proposed convention rules shall be included 

in the pre-convention mailing and printed in 
the convention program. 

2. There shall be a professional parliamentarian 
to whom questions may be directed through 
the presiding officer. 

3. Materials shall be distributed on the 
convention floor only after having been 
approved by the Convention Coordinator. 

4. Approved materials shall be distributed on 
the convention floor only by the ushers. 

5. The order of presenting resolutions shall be 
as follows:  
a. Retention of previous positions 
b. Updated resolutions 
c. Rescind in order to retire 
d. Recommended for adoption 
e. Emergency 

6. New Business: 
a. Shall include only a motion to reconsider 

or rescind a resolution adopted at this 
convention and/or Statements of Concern. 

b. Shall not include items that must be 
presented under other divisions of the 
order of business. 

7. Minutes of the convention shall be audited by 
two members of the Board of Directors and 
shall be approved by the Executive 
Committee. 

 

REGISTRATION PROCEDURE 

1. Pre-registered delegates will present credential 
cards at the registration desk to receive their 
voting card if they are voting delegates. 

2. Delegates not pre-registered shall present 
credential cards and pay the appropriate fee at 
the information desk to receive their voting 
card if they are voting delegates. 

3. At the registration desk, all participants, 
presenters and guests will receive the 
program and appropriate badge for 
admission. 

4. News and media representatives are required 
to provide identification. Appropriate badge 
for admission to the session and program 
shall be issued at the information desk. 

5. Exhibitors shall register in the Exhibit Hall 
and receive their badges. 

 

ADMISSION 
Delegates shall:  
1. Wear badges at all times. No one shall be 

admitted without a badge. 
2. Occupy seats designated for voting/non-

voting. 
3. When the delegation is participating in a 

counted vote, the doors will be closed and 
admission will be granted only at the end of 
the vote when the chair announces the results 
of the vote. 

4. When the delegation is being addressed by a 
Keynote Speaker, admission of all delegates 

will be allowed. However, all those delegates 
will remain standing quietly near the back in 
the designated waiting area. 

 

SPEAKING AND VOTING PROCEDURES 
Only voting delegates will be recognized to 
speak from the microphone. Delegates shall not 
seek to use the microphone unless they wish to 
speak to the question under discussion or for a 
point of order, point of information, or other 
appropriate motion.  
1. Delegates wishing to speak from the floor 

shall: 
a. Sign in at the appropriate microphone. 

Time shall be recorded by the microphone 
attendant. 

b. Approach the microphone and wait to be 
recognized by the chair. 

c. Give their name and the name of the PTA 
body that they are officially delegated to 
represent. 

2. Completed motions must be presented: 
a. In writing on official form obtained from 

the microphone attendant. 
b. In quadruplicate, the original and two (2) 

copies to the microphone attendant, the 
fourth (4th) copy to be retained by the 
maker. 

c. Signed by the maker, with name and PTA 
region. 

d. With the name of maker, time and date on 
the top right hand corner of motion slip by 
floor management. 

e. With the number of the resolution when 
pertaining to a resolution. 

3. Rules of debate: 
a. The chair shall recognize delegates 

speaking “for” and “against” motions in 
alternating order. In the event two 
individuals are both seeking recognition 
for the same purpose, the individual who 
was checked in by the microphone team 
earlier has priority. To check which 
delegate was checked in at an earlier time, 
the chair or any member (without needing 
to be recognized) could request a “time 
check.” If a “time check” is requested, the 
microphone attendants shall advise the 
chair of the time recorded in the 
microphone log. 

b. The original maker of the resolution shall 
be allowed to amend the resolution before 
speaking “for” the resolution, provided this 
amendment does not change the intent of 
the resolution. 

c. No subsidiary motions shall be in order 
until at least one delegate for and one 
delegate against the original resolution 
speaks, if they wish to do so (except that 
the original maker of the resolution may 
amend as per 3b). 

d. No motion shall be debated for more than 
ten (10) minutes, exclusive of all points of 
order and points of information. 

e. No resolution shall be on the floor for 
more than thirty (30) minutes, exclusive of 

all points of order and points of 
information. 

f. No update of a PTA position shall be on 
the floor for more than fifteen (15) 
minutes, exclusive of all points of order 
and points of information. 

g. No retention of a PTA position shall be on 
the floor for more than ten (10) minutes, 
exclusive of all points of order and points 
of information.  

h. The method of voting used shall be as the 
chair directs. 

i. The motion to stop debate shall not be 
moved by a delegate as part of the debate 
on the motion. 

j. No delegate may speak “for” or “against” a 
resolution for more than two (2) minutes at 
a time. 

k. No delegate will speak for the second time 
until all delegates seeking recognition have 
had the opportunity to speak. 

 

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 
1. Additional nominations from the floor: 

a. A two (2) minute nominating speech by a 
person of the candidate’s choosing, a three 
(3) minute acceptance speech, but no 
seconding speech shall be allowed. 

b. In the event there are nominations from the 
floor, there shall be a candidates’ forum at 
the close of the session in which the 
nominees have been nominated. 

2. Candidate’s Forum: 
A Candidates Forum will be conducted if 
more than one candidate is running for an 
elected office. The moderator for this forum 
will be chosen by the President. The length of 
the forum may vary depending upon the 
number of candidates. Each Candidate shall 
be entitled to the following:  

2-minutes opening statement  
1-minute response to questions  
2-minutes closing statement. 

3. Nominees from the floor will furnish 
sufficient copies of their qualifications, not to 
exceed one side of an 8½”x11” page, for 
distribution to the convention delegates. 
Distribution of all campaign materials will be 
at the conclusion of the session in which 
nominees have been nominated. 

4. The posting and distribution of campaign 
literature will be in designated areas only. 

5. Elections: 
a. The vote shall be conducted by ballot. 

(NYS PTA Bylaws) 
b. When there is but one (1) candidate for 

an office, the ballot for that office may 
be dispensed with and election held by 
voice vote. A plurality vote shall be 
required for election. (NYS PTA 
Bylaws) 

c. Polls shall be open on Saturday, 
November 4, 2017: First ballot 7:30 a.m.-
8:30 a.m.; Second ballot 12:00 p.m.-2:00 
p.m., if necessary; Third ballot times to be 
determined, if necessary. 
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d. The appropriate section of the voting card 
shall be submitted in return for a 
corresponding ballot. 

e. At least two members of the Elections 
Committee shall be present during the 
voting hours, and one person representing 
each candidate may also be present. 

f. No electioneering or distribution of any 
campaign material will be allowed in the 
election area. 

6. Vacancy created by the convention: 
a. If a vacancy in office has been created 

by the convention, the Nominating 
Committee shall be charged with 
submitting to the convention the name 
of a candidate for the office to be filled. 
(NYS PTA Bylaws) 

b. The election by the convention shall be 
by ballot from among the persons 
nominated by the Nominating 
Committee, or from the floor. (NYS 
PTA Bylaws) 

c. When there is but one (1) candidate for 
an office, the ballot for that office may 
be dispensed with and election held by 
voice vote. (NYS PTA Bylaws) 

7. If a candidate withdraws while a vote is in 
progress, the ballots cast already shall be 
destroyed, new ballots readied and balloting 
will begin at the next election time or as 
indicated.  

 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

The Legislative Program for 2017-2018 shall be 
made available to Convention delegates. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 

1. The Resolutions Committee shall present to 
the convention delegate body only those 
resolutions recommended by the Executive 
Committee. 

2. Those resolutions not recommended or 
referred to committee shall not be presented 
without a two-thirds vote of the delegate 
body. 

3. Before the delegate body makes a 
determination whether or not to bring to the 
floor a proposed resolution that has been 
referred to committee or not recommended, 
the submitting group may speak for two (2) 
minutes to explain the reason for asking the 
delegate body to consider the resolution. 

4. Only the items headed “Resolved” are subject 
to amendment, and the responsibility of the 
New York State PTA is only to the resolves. 

5. Only proposed changes in updated 
resolutions may be debated or changed (not 
the whole resolution). 

6. The Resolutions Committee shall be 
authorized to correct punctuation and cross-
references in the resolutions adopted and to 
make such other technical and conforming 
changes as may be necessary. 

 
 

PTA POLICY – INCLUDING UPDATES 
AND RETENTIONS 
1. After six (6) years and before seven (7) years, 

positions in the New York State PTA Where 
We Stand are studied by the Resolutions and 
Executive Committees of the New York State 
PTA for the purpose of updating, retaining or 
rescinding. 

2. Notice of the Committees’ recommendations 
is sent to units, councils and regions 60 days 
prior to Convention. 

3. Units, councils and regions may submit new 
or updated resolutions which can be debated, 
amended, adopted or rejected. The deadline 
for submitting new and updated resolutions is 
April 15 of the convention year. Resolutions 
may also originate with the Resolutions 
Committee or Executive Committee. 

4. Positions not updated by a unit, council or 
region, which are recommended for retention 
by the Resolutions Committee and the 
Executive Committee will be presented to the 
delegate body for its consideration for 
retention in the New York State PTA Where 
We Stand.  
a. Delegates may debate but cannot amend 

the motion to retain a position. 
b. Delegates may vote to retain a position as 

presented or vote to rescind it. 
5. A position that has been adopted or retained 

will be continued in the New York State PTA 
Where We Stand for another seven (7) years. 

6. Positions that are rescinded will be removed 
from the New York State PTA Where We 
Stand and placed in an historical file. 

 

EMERGENCY RESOLUTIONS 

1. To be considered an emergency resolution 
the following conditions must exist: 
a. The need for legislation was not evident 

prior to April 15. 
b. Reaction to a recent event that warrants a 

definition of position that serves as a basis 
for PTA action. 

c. An event after April 15 pointed to the need 
for an immediate addition to PTA concerns 
listed in the Where We Stand. Emergency 
resolutions may be presented to the 
convention if received in the New York 
State PTA Office at least ten (10) business 
days prior to the opening of convention or, 
if the need is not known before the ten (10) 
business day deadline, to the Resolutions 
Coordinator prior to the opening of 
convention. 

2. The Executive Committee shall determine if 
the resolution truly represents an emergency. 

3. An emergency resolution:  
a. Must be signed by the president/region 

director and secretary of the submitting 
body. 

b. Must be accompanied by background 
information to document each “Whereas” 
clause, in accordance with guidelines. 

c. Must be accepted by the Executive 
Committee before being presented to the 
delegate body. 

d. Must be duplicated by the submitting 
group in sufficient quantities for 
distribution to the delegate body. 

e. May be explained by the submitting group 
for two (2) minutes before the delegate 
body takes action. 

f. May be brought to the floor when moved 
by a delegate and seconded after the 
motion to discuss the emergency resolution 
has been approved. 

4. Supportive materials for emergency 
resolutions shall be handled the same as for 
any other resolution. 
a. Convention Coordinator must approve 

distribution of materials to the delegate 
body. 

b. The ushers will distribute supportive 
materials at the convention room door. 

 

STATEMENTS OF CONCERN 

1. Statements of Concern are solely the 
opinion of the individual or submitting 
group. They are not to be construed to be 
the position of the New York State PTA. 

2. The time limit for a Statement of Concern is 
two (2) minutes. 

3. A written Statement of Concern shall be 
given to the Secretary before the statement 
is read. The statement is to be attached to 
the minutes of Convention. The written 
statement must contain the printed name of 
the individual or group submitting. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF PRINTED 
MATERIALS 
1. Any voting delegate who wishes to have 

printed material distributed either for or 
against any proposed resolution or updated 
resolution must submit three (3) copies of 
same to the New York State PTA Office, c/o 
Convention Coordinator, no later than ten 
(10) business days before the opening of 
convention. 

2. A copy of any printed material, which is 
supportive of any proposed resolution, should 
also be sent to the contact person listed with 
that resolution no later than ten (10) business 
days before the opening of convention for the 
contact person’s information. 

3. Any material supportive of positions to be 
retained should be sent to the Resolutions 
Coordinator no later than ten (10) business 
days before the opening of convention. 

4. Once permission is granted to distribute 
material at convention, it will be the 
obligation of that delegate to supply the 
copies in a manner stipulated at the time. 

5. Every paper distributed must state the voting 
delegate’s name and address and name of 
unit, council or region affiliation. 

 
Convention Rules Committee: 

Helen Hoffman, Chair 
George Kimble 
Gracemarie Rozea 
Judy Van Haaren 
Lorey Zaman 
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Convention Registration Information 
Deadlines 
No advance registrations accepted after October 9, 2017. Registrations after that date will be processed on-site only. 
Registrations/reservations canceled, in writing, prior to October 9, 2017 will receive a full refund, less a $25.00 processing fee. 
No refunds will be given for cancellations received after October 9, 2017 or for no-shows. 

Credit Card/Check Payments 
All event registrations must be paid in advance by a credit card or by sending a check for the total as indicated on the 
registration form. Credit card payment can only be accepted through our online registration by accessing the New York State 
PTA website at www.nyspta.org and clicking on the link to the NYS PTA Convention Registration or by calling the state 
business office for assistance.  

Purchase Orders 
Purchase orders are not accepted. 

 
Hotel Reservation Information 

 
Hotel Reservations are to be made on your own (under NYS PTA room block) at Sheraton at the Falls. 
Reserve before October 9, 2017 at the room rate of $159/night, per room (not per person). 
 

Reservations are to be made through the hotel booking site before October 9, 2017: 
 

https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/NYSPTA2017 
 

Sheraton at the Falls Hotel 
300 Third Street 

Niagara Falls, NY 14303 
Front Desk: 716-285-3361 

Reservations: 1-800-325-3535 
 

Parking is available on site at the hotel for $5 per day, per car. It will be billed to the hotel room at the 
attendee’s expense. 
 

If your PTA region, unit or council is responsible for your overnight expenses, please present your PTA 
tax exempt form at time of check in to have room tax removed.  
 

All meetings, workshops, sessions, meals and other planned activities for the NYS PTA Annual 
Convention is being held across the street from the hotel: 
 

Conference & Event Center 
101 Old Falls Street 

Niagara Falls NY 14303

Registration inquiries must be directed to NYS PTA at 518-452-8808. 

Hotel reservations and inquiries must be directed to the Sheraton at the Falls. 
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2017 NYS PTA Online Registration 
 

 
 
 

Take advantage of our online event registration system! 
 

Sign up for workshops on a first come, first served basis. 
Credit card payment available through online event registration only. 

Checks can be mailed to:  NYS PTA, One Wembley Court, Albany NY 12205 

 
Event Registration deadline October 9, 2017 - Hotel reservations on your own 
 

Package (all fees include event T-shirt)         PTA Member       Student 

Total Conference (All Meals & Conference fees)    $382.00   $363.00 

Saturday only (Saturday Meals & Conference fees)     $319.00  $304.00 

Saturday Day Tripper (Saturday Lunch only & Conference fees)   $240.00   $228.00 

Saturday Workshop & Sessions only (No Meals)*     $200.00   $190.00 

Friday Workshop & Sessions only (No Meals)*      $75.00    $72.00 

Sunday Fireside Chat & Workshop only (No Meals)*      $75.00     $72.00 

* Meals can be added ala carte to package at additional cost (see below) 
 

After October 9, 2017, on-site registration only, at an additional $25 of registration fees listed  
 
Ala Carte Meals (if not Total Conference Registration)  
 

o Friday Dinner         $42 
o Saturday Empire State PTSA Breakfast (ESPTSA members only)   $23 
o Saturday General Lunch        $30 
o Saturday President to Presidents Luncheon (unit/council presidents only)  $30 
o Saturday Banquet         $44 

 

Please choose one of the following banquet meal choices:    

  � Beef      � Chicken    � Vegan 
 

o Sunday General or Caucus meeting Breakfast     $23  
 
 

 

 
Event Fee Cancellation / Refund Policy   -   REGISTRATION DEADLINE: OCTOBER 9, 2017 
 

 Event registration and payment must be received prior to the registration deadline. 
 Registrants that have paid in full and cancel before the registration deadline will receive a full refund, less $25 processing fee. 
 Registrants canceling before the deadline, that have not paid their registration fee, will be billed $25 processing fee. 
 Upon receipt of event registration, registrant is responsible for the full event fee whether they attend or not. No refunds will be given for 

cancellations received after the registration deadline or for no-shows. 
 Registrants will be billed for any unpaid amounts due. 
 Registrants may send a replacement at no additional charge. 
 Registrants or replacements that do not show up to the event will not receive a refund. 
 Registrations received after the registration deadline will only be handled as on-site registrations. 
 No hotel rooms guaranteed for on-site registrations.  

 
                 NOTE: All on-site registrants must pay in full at time of registration, no invoices will be issued.  

No advance registrations accepted after October 9, 2017. Registrations after that date will be processed 

on‐site only. The hotel cannot guarantee overnight rooms for on‐site registrations. 

Register Online at: www.nyspta.org 
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2017 Alliance Partners 
 

 
              
   
 
       
 
 
 
              
 
 


