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LITERACY is...
lit·er·a·cy [ líttərəssee ]
ability to read and write: the
ability to read and write to a
competent level
Synonym: reading

Literacy is a core base for many
vital aspects of our lives from
communication to
comprehension.

What is PARP?
Pick A Reading Partner

Pick A Reading Partner
• Background and historical information
• Purpose
• Literacy and the Pick A Reading Partner
program
• Keep in mind the focus and mission

PARP Mission Statement
“To provide PTA units, libraries,
communities and other parent groups with
a clear understanding of the PARP
Program, including literacy resources, so
that all children will have the tools to
develop a life-long love of reading and
learning.”

PARP Goals
•
•
•
•

Instill a curiosity and love for reading
Ignite an enjoyment of reading
Increase reading opportunities for children
Expand children’s knowledge of books and
why they are important
• Expand knowledge of literature/genre
types

Why PARP?

Why Pick A Reading Partner?
Many children don't have access to books except through their
classrooms and school libraries. While reading to children at school is,
of course, essential to a child's academic success, reading must start
at home. Some parents even begin reading to children while they are
still in the womb!
Reading expert Michael Maloney suggests that parents encourage
reading skills by encouraging reading and setting aside quiet reading
times. Reading to children is important for several reasons:
Gives children information on a variety of topics
Promotes language development and literacy skills
Raises reading levels
Helps increase attention spans
Promotes family relationships

Recognize
and respect
the rights of
a reader.

http://www.familyreading.org/docs/checklistHome.pdf

The single most important activity for building the
knowledge required for eventual success in reading is
reading aloud to children (Anderson et al. 1985).
When schools encourage children to practice reading at
home with parents, the children make significant gains in
reading achievement compared to those who only
practice at school. (Tizard, J.; Schofield, W.N.; &
Hewison, J. (1982). Collaboration Between Teachers
and Parents in Assisting Children’s Reading.)

Available Resources
* Pick A Reading Partner (PARP) Toolkit
www.nyspta.org
* NYS PTA conferences and convention
* Local Region conferences and workshops

What makes a successful PARP program?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Set up a committee
Stakeholder 'buy-in'
Know your audience
Creating a theme/excitement/curiosity
Understanding costs and timeline
Forms/letters/calendar/posters
Activities and materials
Special Event(s) - Opening/Closing program
Publicity – Social Media
Surveys

• Recognition and Thanks

Theme
• Choose a theme appropriate for all
participating students. Use it wherever and
whenever possible.
• Suggestion: use the same color paper for
all your PARP program notices going
home to parents to identify them as
pertaining to PARP.

Sample Theme and Poster

Suggested Committee
Members:
•
•
•
•
•
•

PARP Chair
Parents
Teachers
Administrators and Staff
Librarians (school and town)
Community Members

Develop the Program
*
*
*
*
*
*

Grades that will participate
Length of program
Budget
Theme
Activities - Assemblies, Party, Certificates, Prizes
Publicity – Social media posts/videos, newsletters,

news outlets

Budget and Timeline
Cost: $0 to $1000.
Cost depends on the activities you incorporate.
Timeline: 2 weeks to entire school year.

Gather and coordinate materials
Letters (parents, teachers, students, agencies, community)
Calendar
Reading logs/records
Bookmark
Helpful hints (suggested reading lists)
Invitation to events
Activity sheets
Brochures, pamphlets, booklets, prizes,
Handouts
Social media efforts – posts

Meet with Teachers
• Share this packet with teachers.
• Get reading, art, music, and physical education
teachers involved as well but don’t burden them
with too much to do. Ask for their input.
• Will they be a guest reader?
• How about a principal’s challenge if the students
reach their goal?
• Remind them how PARP will enhance their
students’ reading skills – everyone wins!

Meet with Librarians
• Share this packet with your public library.
• Ask for age appropriate bibliographies
and/or suggestions.
• Alert them if you expect a large turnout
looking for specific themed subject matter.
• Form a partnership. Work together.

Letter to Parents
Dear Reading Partners,
We are so happy you have decided to join us as we Make a Splash … Read! We chose this year’s theme to
encourage you to read stories about summer fun.. All types of reading are acceptable. You can read
whatever you desire: fiction, non-fiction, drama, suspense … you don’t have to read theme-related material.
At the end of the program students will receive a certificate of achievement, and the students who
participated for the entire four weeks will be awarded a special pin. This beautiful award will entitle them to a
FREE ice cream treat during lunchtime at the end of the program.
You will find many materials in your reading beach bag to help make the next four weeks more exciting. We
have a lot planned and hope you participate in all aspects of the program.
•
PARP Calendar: We’ve listed all of our PARP activities so that you never miss out on the fun!
•
Reading Logs: Your reading logs and reading-related bibliographies are in this reading beach bag. We
hope this is helpful in guiding you to choosing age-appropriate reading. Logs are to be completed and
returned every Friday. If you are absent on Friday, your log can be turned in on the following Friday. IT
IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT YOU FILL IN ALL THE INFORMATION. If your last name, grade or
teacher’s name is missing we cannot record your submission or send out an incentive.
•
PJs and Storytime (Grades 2 & 3): Please come to school in your pajamas and bring your favorite
stuffed animal for a night of bedtime stories told by our guest readers and a short viewing of “Finding
Nemo”. Milk and cookies will be served!
•
Book Blurbs (Grades 4 & 5): Use costumes or props to tell about your favorite book. The completed
DVD will be shown in all 4th & 5th grade library classes. “PARPcorn” will be served. Copies of the DVD
will be available to check out of the library and bring home to share with your family.
•
Hey “Man” It’s Time To Read: This is an attempt to encourage reading with a male reading partner.
Participation is optional and a raffle will be held at the end of the program.
•
Family Beach Bash: Join us with your family to celebrate our program. Bring your beach towel and/or
beach chair and enjoy a multitude of summer activities.
Please remember to always include all identifying information on everything you submit to us. We hope you
enjoy all the materials we have included and that you thoroughly enjoy your summer!
ABC Elementary School
Pick A Reading Partner Committee

Calendar

Reading Log
Week 1

ABC Elementary School

Make a Splash … Read!
Reading Log

Date
Book/ Chapter
Author
------------------------------------------------------------------------_____ 1. _________________________ _____________
_____ 2. _________________________ _____________
_____ 3. _________________________ _____________
_____ 4. _________________________ _____________
_____ 5. _________________________ _____________
This week we read together for 15 minutes or more each day.
Reading Partner’s signature __________________________
Child’s signature ___________________________________
Grade ________ Teacher’s Name ______________________

Advertise/Publicity
School newsletter
PA (announcements)
Group presentation
Fliers
Posters, displays,
bulletin boards
PTA/School website
Social Media

Local TV
Newspapers
Public Library
Posters around town

Bibliographies
•

Elementary

•

Teen

•
•
•

Hudson: The Story of a River
Baron, Robert C., and Thomas Locker
Journey to Ellis Island: How My Father Came to
America
Bierman, C
The Van Wies of Nine Mile Creek
Breed, Nancy
The Winter People
Bruhac, Joseph
By the Sword: A Young Man Meets War
Castrovilla, Selene
Brooklyn Bridge
Curlee, Lynn
The Iroquois: The Six Nations Confederacy
Englar, Mary
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow
Grimley, Gus and Todd Smith
Dear Emma
Hurwitz, Johanna
Ellis Island: New Hope in a New Land
Jacobs, William
What to Do About Alice?
Kerley, Barbara
Redcoats and Petticoats
Kirkpatrick, Katherine

•
•
•
•
•

Chingo Smith of the Erie Canal
Adams, Samuel Hopkins
The Seer of Shadows
Avi
North Country: Writing from the Upper Hudson
Valley and the Adirondacks
Bruchac, Joseph
Behind the Mountains
Danticat, Edwidge
Brothers of the Falls
Emery, Joanna
Water Street
Giff, Patricia
Alive and Well in Prague, NY
Grab, Daphne
A Tugging String
Greenberg, David
The Brooklyn Bridge
Hesse, Karen
How It Happened in Peach Hill
Jocelyn, Marthe
Sophisticated Ladies: The Great Woman of Jazz
Gourse, Leslie
Escape Across The Wide Sea
Kirkpatrick, Katherine

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Written & Drawn Materials
• If you choose to ask students to write
about something they’ve read, don’t make
it mandatory.
• Remember – PARP is about reading for
pleasure, not a homework assignment!
Display their artwork in prominent areas.

Create Your Own Sea Creature
•
•
•

If you could create your own sea creature,
What would it look like? – Would it be big or small? - How would it move? – What would it eat? – What else?
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

•
•

Draw a picture of your
new creature----

•
•
•

What would you name it?
Would it live in shallow or deep water?
Warm or cool water?

Name of your new Sea Creature

--------------------------------

Special Events
* Kick-off
* Assembly programs
* Evening programs
* Book Fair
* Guest Readers
* Author's visit
* Awards program

Kick-Off Night
If possible, plan a registration night or Kick-off night.
Invite parents, students and siblings encouraging a
“family” atmosphere. Invite a storyteller to get everyone
in the mood. Decorate with displays of teachers’
favorite books.

PARP Kick-Off Night Invitation
•
•
•

If you cannot join us, return this form to your
teacher by January 27th
Or
Bring this to registration night.

•
•

(cut here)
-----------------------------------------------------------

•
•

Make a Splash … Read!
Registration Form

•

Student’s name
___________________________________
Teacher’s name
___________________________________
Grade ________ Room
___________
Reading Partner’s
signature___________________________

•
•
•

ABC Elementary School’s
Pick A Reading Partner
invites you to
Make a Splash … Read!

•
•

Make a Splash … Read!
PJs and Storytime

Friday, February 5th
7-8:30pm
Gymnasium
A special night is planned just for our 2nd and 3rd graders.
Please come to school in your pajamas and bring your
favorite stuffed animal for a night of bedtime stories told by
our guest readers and a short viewing of “Finding Nemo”.
Milk and cookies will be served!

Book Blurbs
To: All 4th & 5th Grade Teachers
From: Pick A Reading Partner Committee
• Could you please read the following notice to your classes sometime this week
and hand out the attached permission slips to all those who are interested?
Thank you.
• Once again PARP will be filming Book Blurbs. You will have the opportunity to
recommend a favorite book to your classmates. We ask that you tell a little bit
about the book - use props, come as a character, be as creative as you like.
We will be filming during class hours on Tuesday, February 16th.
• If you would like to be a part of this DVD, please have the permission slip
signed by a parent or guardian and return it to your teacher by Tuesday,
February 9th.
• The completed DVD will be viewed at a future date in all 4th and 5th grade
library classes while enjoying a “PARP-corn Party”. Copies will be made
available to be taken out of the school library for viewing at home with family
and friends.
• Thank you and we look forward to seeing you in our Make a Splash … Read!
Book Blurbs DVD!

Encourage Dads to Read
• Encourage Dad to get in on the fun (or
grandpa, uncle or big brother)! Children
need male reading role models too!
(Again, this should not be mandatory.)
• Dad’s playbook – coaching kids to read
http://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/Dads_Playbook.pdf

Hey “Man”, Let’s Go Fishing!
The Reader Voice
Brad Bagert
Adapted from “The Literature and the Child”
He took me to the forest
And showed me fairies, elves and trolls
We watched a hunter’s firewood
Burn low to the glow of coals.
We met a boy who was just like me
He tried to win each race
And cried alone in his room at home
When he finished second place.
I listened as he read each tale
And made each tale my own,
And now … I still hear his magic voice
Even though I’m old and grown.

Hey ”Man”, Let’s Go Fishing!
It is very important to us that our children have male reading role
models. We would like the children to spend time reading with
their dad, granddad, brother, uncle or male friend during our
program.
In an effort to encourage more reading partnership with the child
and their special “guy”, we are having a separate special raffle.
Too often due to hectic schedules and time constraints men
come home from work and barely have time to read the daily
paper, let alone spend “quality time” with the children. With this in
mind we invite you to share a book or newspaper article.
To participate once a week, just fill out one of the slips attached
and turn it in with your regular PARP reading log. The more
weeks you enter, the greater your chances of winning.
Good luck to all and remember … when you read together
everyone is a winner!

Hey “Man”, Let’s Go Fishing!
Reading Log
Hey “Man”, Let’s Go Fishing!
(Turn in Fridays with your PARP – Make a Splash … Read! reading log.)
This week we Read a book together
Name ____________________________
and/ or
WEEK 4
Teacher __________________________
Read the newspaper together
Male Partner’s signature _____________________________________________

This week we Read a book together
Name ____________________________
and/ or
WEEK 3
Teacher __________________________
Read the newspaper together
Male Partner’s signature _____________________________________________

This week we Read a book together
Name ____________________________
and/ or
WEEK 2
Teacher __________________________
Read the newspaper together
Male Partner’s signature _____________________________________________

This week we Read a book together
Name ____________________________
and/ or
WEEK 1
Teacher __________________________
Read the newspaper together
Male Partner’s signature _____________________________________________

Celebrate!
End your program with a celebration! Plan a
performance to share with families.
Celebrate all who helped and all that’s been
accomplished.
Encourage adults and students to continue to enjoy
reading together.

Make a Splash … Read!
Family Beach Bash
As our PARP program ends,
bring the family and celebrate our success!
Sit back on your beach towel and enjoy a day at the
beach! (from 7-9pm in the gymnasium.)
Activities include: Creating “Sand Bucket Cupcakes”,
“Candy Sushi” and “Pool Cake”, a limbo contest, “Beach
Boys” karaoke, building sand castles, making shell
jewelry, “Float Your Boat” races and beach ball
volleyball!

Evaluate your program
• What worked? What didn’t? What improvements
could be made? Ask your committee to evaluate
your program.
• Ask parents what would have made things easier
for them.
• Ask teachers if it was too much extra work for them.
• Ask students for ideas for next year’s theme.
• Surveys provide feedback that can make next
year’s program even better!

Evaluation - Student
Dear Student,
Thank you for participating in PARP Make a Splash - Read.
We hope you had fun.
We would like to know what you thought about the PARP program. Please
complete the bottom of this page and return it to the PTA mailbox, Attn: PARP
Committee, by Monday, June 5th.
Thanks again for making PARP a success.
The PARP Committee
I liked PARP: YES __________
NO ___________
The best thing about PARP _______________________________________
The thing I liked the least _______________________________
One thing I would change about PARP____________________________

Evaluation - Parents
Dear Parent(s),
Thank you for all your support during our two week Make a Splash Read program. We hope that you and
your child(ren) had a positive experience. We would like to get your feedback about the program. Please
complete the survey below and return it to the PTA mailbox, Attn: PARP Committee, by Monday, 30th.
Thanks again for your support and for making PARP a success.
The Pick A Reading Partner Committee
I enjoyed participating in PARP: Yes _____
No______
If no, please explain why
______________________________________________________________________________________
My child enjoyed participating in PARP: Yes ____
No ____
If no, please explain why
____________________________________________________________________________________
The best thing about PARP
____________________________________________________________________________________
The worst thing about PARP
___________________________________________________________________________________
Suggestions for improving PARP for next year
___________________________________________________________________________________
Please feel free to write additional comments on the back or on a separate page.

Evaluation - Teacher
Dear Teacher,
Thank you for all your support during our two week PARP Make a Splash – Read program. We hope
that you and your students had a positive experience. We would like to get your feedback about the
program. Please complete the survey below and return it to the PTA mailbox, Attn: PARP Committee,
by Monday, April 30th.
Thanks again for your support and for making PARP a success.
The Pick A Reading Partner Committee
The majority of my students participated in PARP: YES _____
NO_____
Any feedback, either positive or negative, that you heard from your students
The best thing about PARP
______________________________________________________________________________
The worst thing about PARP
_____________________________________________________________________________
Suggestions for improving PARP for next year
______________________________________________________________________________
Please feel free to write additional comments on the back or on a separate page.

Recognize Those who Helped
* Thank all of your volunteers
* Thank all school staff members who
assisted
* Thank community members and
organizations that participated
* Thank all of the guests

Complete and Submit a
NYS PTA PARP Award Application
* Available on the NYS PTA web site
www.nyspta.org in January
• Submit award application to Region Director by
June 15
* Region winner announced by July 15
* NYS PTA winner announced by September 1

PARP Toolkit
Section 1 – PARP Program
Section 2 – Programs & Activities
Section 3 – Sample Forms & Sample Activities
Section 4 – NYS PTA PARP Award-Winning Programs
Section 5 – Resources

www.nyspta.org

Questions, Thoughts, Ideas…
Please share!

