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New York State Congress of Parents and Teachers, Inc. 

2018 NYS PTA Annual Convention 

 
Dear PTA Members, 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the New York State PTA, it is our pleasure to invite you to the 122nd

 New York State 
PTA Annual Meeting and Convention in Saratoga Springs, New York, on November 9-11, 2018. Convention is an exciting 
event where PTA representatives from all over the state join together to focus on improving the education, health and well-
being of children. Convention will give PTA members opportunities to: 
 

 Meet and develop relationships with other delegates to advocate for children locally and statewide 

 Elect a new state president and other new state officers 

 Vote to retain or update resolutions long held by our association that set our path to advocacy 

 Hear from the National PTA President Jim Accomando, and other keynote speakers 

 Participate in interesting and informative workshop sessions that will inspire you to learn more and do more 

 Visit the exhibitor showcase, the Reflections Art Exhibit and PTA Store 

 Celebrate the talents of our students who provide us with great entertainment 

 Enjoy a wonderful time and have fun! 
 

As PTA members, we proudly belong to the oldest and largest volunteer child advocacy association in the world. The theme 
for the 2018 Convention, “All Points Lead the Way to NYS PTA”, reflects our steadfast belief in our mission for children and 
recognizes that a uniquely talented, well-informed membership, working collaboratively with today’s educational partners, can 
and will ignite ideas, effect positive change and inspire others! 
 

We look forward to meeting you at the Saratoga Hilton and City Center in Saratoga Springs. 

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Gracemarie Rozea      Laurie May 
NYS PTA President      2018 Convention Coordinator 
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Convention Schedule at a Glance 
 

 

 

  

 

Friday, November 9 

12:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.  
Exhibit Hall  
PTA Store 
 

12:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  
Registration/Information  
First Timers’ Table  
Reflections Art Exhibit  
 

2:15 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.  
Facebook Ambassador Group 
 

4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Workshop Session 1  
 

5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  
Free Time to Visit Exhibit Hall 
 

6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.  
Dinner 

7:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.  
General Session I 
 

10:00 p.m.  
Candidate’s Forum (if necessary) 
 

Resolutions Briefing/Caucus   
immediately following 
Candidate’s Forum 

 

Saturday, November 10 

7:15 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.  
Empire State PTSA Breakfast and 

Annual Meeting 
 

7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.  
Breakfast (General Delegates) 
Elections/1st ballot (if necessary) 
 

7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
Registration/Information 
Exhibit Hall  
PTA Store 
First Timers’ Table  
Reflections Art Exhibit  
 

8:45 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. 
Workshop Session 2 
 

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  
General Session II 
 

12:15 p.m. - 12:30 p.m.  
Candidate’s Forum (if necessary) 
 

12:15 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.  
Elections/2nd ballot (if necessary) 
 

12:15 p.m. - 1:15 p.m.  
Lunch (General Delegates) 
Region Chair Lunch 
President to Presidents Luncheon 

(sponsored by Lifetouch) 
 

1:15 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.  
Free Time to Visit Exhibit Hall 
 

3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  
General Session III 
 

7:15 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  
Banquet 
 

9:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.  
Post-Banquet Celebration with DJ 
 

Sunday, November 11   

7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.  
Breakfast (General Delegates) 
Diversity, Inclusion and   

Outreach Breakfast  
    
    

8:45 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.  
Workshop Session 3 
 

10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  
Fireside Chat 
 

11:15 a.m.  
Convention concludes 
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Convention Speakers 
 

James L. Accomando 
National PTA President 
 
James L. Accomando was elected as the 55th President of the National 
PTA® Board of Directors at the June 2017 National PTA Convention. 
Jim has been engaged in fulfilling the Mission of PTA since his oldest 
child began Kindergarten.  
 
For the past 18 years, he has volunteered at every level and has had the 
pleasure of being President of his child's High School PTA, the 
District's PTA Council and the State of Connecticut Parent Teacher 
Association. Jim believes that family and community engagement is 
one of the key strengths of PTA in providing equity and quality in our 
educational system today. He advocates to look beyond the school 
community to develop partnerships with other educational 
stakeholders in order to further the Mission of the Association. 
 
In 2012, Jim was instrumental in the Snow Flakes for Sandy Hook Elementary School Healing Initiative and the 
fundraising of $1.1 million dollars to support potential mental health issues within the Sandy Hook 
school community. He is also actively engaged in other civic and youth programming as a coach, Boy Scout leader 
and church leader. 
 
Jim is a small business owner, the parent of two public school educated children and the husband of a public school 
teacher. 
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Convention Speakers 
 

Aidan Anderson 
Co-Founder, Aidan Cares 
 
Aidan Thomas Anderson, 17, co-founded Aidan Cares with his mom, 
Toren, in 2009 as an awareness initiative imparting the joy and necessity of 
giving to people of all ages.  When he was a toddler he told his Mother he 
wanted to be a difference maker before he turned 18, and that he did not see 
the sense in waiting. And they were off. They have worked tirelessly as a 
team and reached millions with their mission. The heart of the work is to 
bring healing, connection and well being through serving and giving. What 
began as an organic movement and small donation to help African orphans 
has turned into a 501(c)(3) that has brought him, and his cause, national and 
international attention. Aidan has inspired youth from over 30 countries to 
start their own giving initiatives. Also, he has encouraged corporations and 
individuals to begin their own giving journeys. 
 

Now in his 10th year serving, sharing, playing music and speaking, Aidan 
has spent thousands of hours reaching old and young with compassion in person, over the airwaves and internet. He 
has crashed in penthouses and nursing homes alike just for the chance to serve. He has served more than 500 
charitable and organizations. He has been a part of raising millions of dollars for many organizations. Aidan has 
served children with cancer, the homeless, many thousands of schoolchildren, low income families, Adopt a Block 
in Atlanta, Boys and Girls Clubs across the US, veterans and military causes, victims of domestic violences, 
humane societies, non-profits and environmental causes. 
 

Aidan received the Coretta Scott King A.N.G.E.L. Award in 2015 with President Bill Clinton also an award 
recipient. He delivered a powerful benediction prayer viewed by millions at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
celebration in Atlanta that same year. He was honored by President George H.W. Bush with a Daily Point of Light 
Award in June 2016. Among his many speaking engagements, he spoke at Leadercast to an audience of 125,000 
alongside Apple Co-Founder Steve Wozniak and legendary Coach Nick Saban. Aidan is a 4-time TEDx talker 
including the TEDx Cincinnati main stage and spoke to an elite technology delegation visiting on behalf of Chinese 
President Xi Jinping at TEDx OnBoard in the Bay Area. 
 

Currently, Aidan Cares is in the process of  launching a Youth Giving Initiative Pilot Program creating 
opportunities for youth of all economic backgrounds to serve needs of their community together.  Aidan and his 
Mom also work with young and old to create service and contribution contracts to reflect each participant’s 
personal passions. “When you give from your passions you will never burn out,” says Aidan. His passion is to 
continue on his current path serving, speaking and performing. He says “This plus...” meaning he wants to do what 
he is currently doing and he is open to whatever wonderful experiences are to come. He loves people, playing and 
watching ALL basketball, music, travel, embracing other cultures, food and photography.  
 

Aidan was keynote at the National PTA conference in New Orleans and loved his time there! He is so grateful to 
have the opportunity to share in New York! 
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Convention Speakers 
 

Christopher Albrecht  
2018 New York State Teacher of the Year  
 

Christopher Albrecht has been an educator for 24 years, with his most 
recent 21 years as a 4th and 5th grade teacher at the Fred W. Hill 
School in Brockport, New York. He began teaching at New 
Martinsville School in New Martinsville, West Virginia (1995). There, 
he created a fully integrated technology curriculum bringing an entire 
school into the internet era, the first of its kind. He, and a team of ten 
students, fully networked a school and created the first school webpage 
in West Virginia. For this work, he was awarded the Sallie Mae First 
Class National Teacher of the Year Award.   

In 1998, Christopher Albrecht returned to where he grew up, upstate 
New York. His experiences include looping classes between 4th to 5th 
grade, and serving on many school and district committees. He is the 
advisor of the Hill School yearbook committee (11 years) and the founder and coordinator of the Hill School 
Spelling Bee (19 years). Albrecht is a member of the report card committee (20 years), and multiple English 
Language Arts curriculum development committees (21 years). He has mentored four first-year teachers. He has 
coached high school baseball and soccer. In 2015, Albrecht began an after school running program for 4th and 5th 
grade students with a focus on building self-confidence for children with special needs. This team has grown from 5 
students to a diversity of 37 students and community members with all athletes completing a 5K road race.  

In the community, Christopher Albrecht is a Trustees for the Western Monroe Historical Society and a trustee of 
the Clarkson Historical Society. He presents a variety of original free public historical performances utilizing local 
student talent. Albrecht has served as a Boy Scout leader and volunteers as a mentor for Girls on the Run. Albrecht 
recently produced for TEDx (2018) with his talk entitled “Dust and Sneakers, Crawling and Walking”. Christopher 
also serves on the New York State Commissioner’s Advisory Council.  

In 2013, Albrecht was chosen as an NBC News 10 Golden Apple Award recipient. In 2016 he was named the 
National Teacher of the Year by the Campaign for Cursive. During Albrecht’s 21 years in Brockport, he has 
mentored 12 student teachers. In 2017, Albrecht received the Mr. Roy Bubb Award from the College at Brockport 
for his work and contributions to teacher preparation. He is the 2018 recipient of the Donald Sobol and David 
Johnson Awards for Teaching Excellence. In September of 2017, Christopher Albrecht was named the 2018 New 
York State Teacher of the Year. In 2018, Christopher received the St. Bonaventure University School of Education 
Distinguished Alumni Award and is a member of the Fairport High School Wall of Fame. 

Since September of 2017, he visited over 60 schools giving out over 4,000 books (funded by money he received as 
the NYS TOY) to students and teachers all over New York State. Christopher has been a guest on many local TV 
and radio stations, and he has been featured in the news nationally and internationally on NPR, NPR Canada, and 
has had stories covered that ran on the Associated Press wire worldwide. His 2010 story and project entitled 
“Message in a Bottle” received international Associated Press media coverage and was featured on “Good Morning 
America”.   

He is currently in the final editing stages of his book, Unconventionally Successful, which he hopes to publish in 
2019. He is actively involved in folk-life research with the National Endowment for the Arts and the Smithsonian 
institution. Through these organizations, he has set goals to increase the teaching of culture to produce increase 
empathy, understanding and peace in public schools. He is currently working o a series of audio interviews that he 
has made world-wide involving student-teacher entitled “Common Threads” which will be turned into a global 
podcast. Christopher Albrecht remains committed in his personal life to the ideals of living a life of service and 
charity.
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Convention Information 
Convention Workshops 
There are three sessions scheduled for the weekend. They 
are Workshop Session 1, Friday, November 9, 4:00 p.m. - 
5:00 p.m.; Workshop Session 2, Saturday, November 10, 
8:45 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.; and Workshop Session 3, Sunday, 
November 11, 8:45 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. Tickets are required 
for admission to workshops. The earlier you register, the 
better your opportunity will be to receive your choice of 
workshops. Some workshops have a limited number of 
seats, so register early! Every effort is made to assign your 
first choice of workshop. Tickets can be selected or 
exchanged on a space available basis at the Information 
desk in the Registration Area.  
 

Exhibit Hall and Sponsors 
Please take this opportunity to visit and thank our 
exhibitors and sponsors - their participation is vital to the 
success of our convention! Exhibit Hall hours: Friday 
12:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. and Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 

PTA Store 
You will find exciting new items along with your old 
favorites such as pins, mugs, totes and buttons. Our staff of 
volunteers will be happy to assist you. All purchases are 
payable by check or cash. (Please remember PTA checks 
require two (2) signatures.) The PTA Store is located in the 
Exhibit Hall. PTA Store hours: Friday 12:00 p.m. - 7:15 
p.m. and Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (closed Sunday). 
 

Information and First Timers 
If this is your first state Convention, our Information Desk 
and First Timers’ Table will be the areas to get your 
questions answered. These areas will be open Friday 12:00 
p.m. – 9:00 p.m., and Saturday 7:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Reflections Art Exhibit  
Visit our exhibit of student artwork from the PTA 
Reflections Program. A collection of the NYS PTA award 
winners will be on display Friday 12:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
and Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 

Region Counterpart Luncheon  
This special luncheon, by invitation only, is hosted 
by the New York State PTA coordinators and specialists 
for their region counterparts and provides an opportunity 
to exchange ideas and resources. 
 

President to Presidents Luncheon 
If you are a unit or council president and wish to attend the 
President to Presidents Luncheon on Saturday, please be 
sure to register accordingly. National PTA President Jim 
Accomando and NYS PTA President Gracemarie Rozea 
will join the local presidents at lunch and answer your 
questions. You must be pre-registered and a Unit/Council 
President to attend this luncheon. 
 

Post-Banquet Celebration Party 
Saturday evening immediately following our Banquet 
there will be DJ music provided for all delegates to enjoy 
and celebrate! 
 

Convention Video 
Are you new to attending Convention or would like to 
know what to expect before your arrive? Our Convention 
video will help prepare you for Convention in Saratoga 
Springs and explain the important role you will play. 

Download the New York State PTA Mobile App! 

Get up to the minute information and 
event schedule at your fingertips. 

Download our free App! 

Visit Google Play or the App Store 
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Workshops – Friday, November 9, 2018 

Session 1:  4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

101 President to President Chat 
This informal workshop provides unit and council presidents and potential future presidents with the opportunity to chat about 
concerns and issues they are facing and to receive guidance on how to address them. 
 

102   An Introduction to State Aid and Trends in Student Need (CTLE credit available) 
This presentation will cover state aid formulas, with particular emphasis on Foundation Aid. In conjunction with the analysis of 
state aid, we'll also explore demographic trends in New York state, including enrollment declines and growth in students in 
economic hardship, students with disabilities, and English language learners. 
 

103   Parents for Healthy Kids - Helping Kids Succeed 
Examine the learning connection and understand the link between physical activity, nutrition and academic achievement for all 
students. Utilizing the CDC, Whole Child Model, create solutions that address mixed messages, fundraising, cafeteria food 
strategies, food at events, and classroom celebrations. You will leave with valuable resources and strategies to create a healthy 
school culture and influence change with school leadership. 
 

104 News Media Literacy in a Fake News World 
This interactive presentation will focus on media literacy: the skills of critically analyzing and composing using media texts, 
information tools and technologies, including social media, electronic newspapers and other resources. We'll explore how news 
media is an integral part of our communities, vital to civic engagement and helps express our cultural differences and introduce 
everyone to a news website, Young Voices of New York created for kids, younger than 14, to increase their communication 
skills, and opportunities to review books and movies, and share their ideas with other youth. 
 

105 Programs on the Go 
Programs on the Go will give an overview of our Reflections, PARP, Awards, and Traffic Safety programs. Each member of 
the Programs team will present on their area of specialty. We will give guidance and tips on how to run a successful program in 
your unit and region. 
 

106 Update on Services for Student with Disabilities (CTLE credit available) 

Our schools and jails are connected in complicated and deeply troubling ways. This workshop will look at the so-called 
“school-to-prison” pipeline, in addition to looking at the unique challenges faced by parents who are themselves incarcerated. 
The session will invite participants to explore ways in which the NYS PTA can disrupt the connections between the penal 
system and schools, as well as ways that we can support families that are themselves disrupted by those connections. 
 

107   Dealing with Difficult People, Conflict, and How to Rise Above It 
Do you have the self-awareness, solid communication skills, and motivation to resolve uncomfortable situations? Those who 
embrace conflict can build understanding and better relationships—and experience greater personal and professional success. 
But managing conflict is not easy. In this workshop, you'll discover emotional triggers and learn how to manage difficult 
encounters with diplomacy, tact, and credibility. 
 

108 Why Does Your PTA Need Insurance? 
Your event is decorated, everyone has arrived, the fundraiser is making money, everyone is happy.  But then someone gets hurt 
and you realize that you forgot to purchase insurance...now what? What if you discover some of the fundraising money was 
stolen? Don't put yourself in that situation. Come to this learning workshop to find out how to protect yourself and your PTA. 
AIM will discuss the liability our PTA's face, what coverages are available and offer guidance on what you need to do to 
protect yourself.  

New York State PTA is now an approved  
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Workshops – Saturday, November 10, 2018 

Session 2:  8:45 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.  
 

201 Current Substance Abuse Trends and What Families and Educators Can Do to Affect 
Change (CTLE credit available) 

Learn about the current substance abuse trends and what PTAs can do within their own communities to affect change. 
 

202 Engaging and Supporting Families of English Language Learners  
As the fastest growing segment of the student population in NYS, ELL families face a number of unique barriers to being 
engaged in our schools. This session will explore some of the barriers and also describe two capacity building strategies, family 
visits and academic parent teacher teams, that help address these barriers and are linked to improving learning outcomes for 
ELL students.     
 

203 Shake it Up 
Are your meetings focused and energized? Learn simple, quick strategies to actively involve your current board, engage your 
meeting attendees and encourage new leaders to step forward. Excite and energize your group, help them become invested in 
your PTA's success and achieving PTA's mission. 
 

204 Resolutions: What the Heck Do I Do With Them? 
Have you ever read through NYS PTA's Where We Stand document or Basic Policy and wondered who uses these documents 
and how? Have you ever asked yourself or a leader in your district where PTA stands on a specific issue? Have you wanted to 
change something at your school or in your community, but you weren't sure where to start? Come join us at this workshop to 
get these answers and more. 
 

205 Level Ground: Search for Equitable Resources in Public Schools 
What resources should New York State public schools have to succeed in educating our children? Why do some schools have 
more to work with and others less, and can that gap be closed? What can we as parents, community members, and PTA 
advocates do to support true equity of educational resources and opportunities? 
 

206 Training: How to Run an IEP Binder Building Party (CTLE credit available) 
Making an IEP binder is a great way to keep information organized and at the ready when you need it. A well-organized IEP 
binder can help parents prepare for IEP meetings and stay up to date on your their child's progress. Join Understood.org, a free 
online resource for parents of kids with learning and attention issues, to learn how to host an IEP Binder Building Party. We'll 
have binders and important inserts for you to make your own, and learn how to help parents be more empowered during this 
complicated process. 
 

207 MemberHub to the Max for Unit Leaders  
Learn how to maximize MemberHub for PTA Management, Communication, and some of the bells and whistles. 
 

208   Leveraging Bilingualism as an Asset in the Life of a Child (CTLE credit available) 
Explore the positive aspects of exposure to more than one language and how this can be leveraged in order to help a child 
improve reading, writing, listening and speaking. Ideas on how to involve ESL parents into your PARP program will also be 
discussed. 
 
 
 

New York State PTA is now an approved provider of Continuing Teacher and  
Leader Education (CTLE) for education professionals! 

Workshops meeting CTLE criteria are indicated in the workshop description. Educators attending  
CTLE workshops will be sent necessary documentation from NYS PTA after Convention. 
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Workshops – Sunday, November 11, 2018 

Session 3:  8:45 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.  
 

301 PTA Flu: Symptoms and Treatments 
Are volunteering and membership numbers down or do people participate more in "parking lot meetings" than they do in your 
regularly-scheduled meetings? Is there something just not right, but you can't put your finger on it? Learn the three most 
common behaviors that cause PTA decline, and how to treat symptoms and prevent recurrence. 
 

302 The Game of Money – An Adventure in Growing Up and Financial Literacy 
Our children can’t wait to be free and on their own, can they? Well, the words “on your own” and “free” don’t really go 
together—not when you’re the one paying the bills. Life is expensive! Make no mistake: being an adult is cool, but we want 
our kids to make it in the big world. To learn about life as an adult, we have to help our kids take a trip to grown-up land, 
where they can experience their own big adventure! You will learn about practical and creative methods to help them move 
toward a positive financial path. 
 

303 Mid Year Membership Why's & Marketing How To's  
This workshop will offer tools and techniques to answer common membership questions such as: Who? Are we not reaching?, 
What? Marketing tools and information is available?, When? Is the right time to change the current marketing strategy?, 
Where? To find new members?, Why? Continue the membership drive through-out and beyond the school year? & How? 
Should we promote our unit in the second half? 
 

304 Education Conversations with a Heaping Helping of Empathy (CTLE credit available) 
Parents want the best for their children, and teachers want the best for their students. But what happens when our ideas about 
what's 'best' aren't the same? Conversation strategies and background will be provided by a parent (who also happens to be a 
teacher) about different ways to broach the subject with your child's teacher. 
 

305 Book a Spot on the PTA Diversity and Inclusion Listening Tour 
All participants will be encouraged to speak openly about their experiences, both positive and negative, related to diversity and 
inclusion in their local PTA. We will then work collaboratively to identify strategies for creating or enhancing an inclusive 
PTA community. By demonstrating an understanding of diverse perspectives, more families will become involved in your PTA 
through membership and volunteering. 
 

306 Let's Clear the Air: Understanding Wellness, Juvenile Protection, and Environment 
Advocacy and the Role of PTA Leaders 

Learn what the most current wellness-related “hot topics” are, and how to identify local issues and develop an advocacy action 
plan with the support of New York State PTA’s available resources. 
 

307 Revitalize Your Family Engagement (CTLE credit available) 
Be ready to engage! In this workshop you will learn how to have the necessary conversations to revitalize your family 
engagement. You will learn a hands on approach to transformative family engagement, and learn how to facilitate a meaningful 
dialogue. 
 

308 Why Some PTA's make it to the Championships 

In this interactive workshop, we will explore why some teams thrive and some teams fail. We will identify ways YOU can 
build an effective and successful team. Learn team building tips and fun exercises that you can bring back to strengthen your 
units. 
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Elections and Voting 2018 
 

New York State PTA Bylaws Article XVI 
Each local PTA in good standing as of September 1, 2018, shall be entitled to be represented at the Annual Convention by its 
president or alternate and one (1) delegate. Local PTAs with a membership of over one hundred (100) shall be entitled to one 
(1) delegate for each additional one hundred (100) members or a major fraction thereof as shown on the books of the New 
York State PTA as of March 31, 2017. Each council in good standing as of September 1, 2017, shall be entitled to be 
represented by its president or alternate. Each Region PTA shall be entitled to be represented at the annual convention by its 
region director or alternate. Each region shall be entitled to six (6) additional voting delegates who shall be region board 
members. The selection of these six (6) delegates shall be governed by the region accrediting such delegates. 

New York State PTA Bylaws Article VIII 
The nominating committee shall present its report at the next convention. Additional nominations may be made from the floor 
provided the written consent of the nominee has been secured. A copy of the qualifications of any candidate to be nominated 
from the floor must be received by the chair of the nominating committee fourteen (14) business days prior to the opening of 
the convention. 

** Please send a copy of the qualifications of any candidate to be nominated from the floor to the state office: 

NYS PTA ~ One Wembley Court ~ Albany, NY 12205-3830 
Attn: Cynthia Ames, Nominating Committee Chair 

Article VIII-Officers: Elections and Vacancies (as it pertains to eligibility for office) 
Section 6. To be eligible for an elective office in the New York State PTA a person shall have served at least two (2) years on 
the Board of Directors of the New York State PTA.  

Section 7. To be eligible for the office of president of the New York State PTA a person shall have served at least one (1) year 
on the Executive Committee of the New York State PTA and two (2) years on the Board of Directors exclusive of service on 
the Executive Committee for a total of three (3) years of service. 

Section 8. No person under the age of 18 years shall be eligible to serve in the office of president, (recording) secretary, or 
treasurer. 

Election of NYS PTA Officers 
Voting delegates participate in the election of the leadership of our state PTA. All candidates must be formally nominated at 
Convention either by the Nominating Committee or from the floor. This year the Nominating Committee will present the 
following slate of officers: 

President ..........................Lorey Zaman 
1st Vice President .............Jane Harsha 
Vice President ..................Antoinette Darden-Cintron 
Secretary ..........................Helen Hoffman 
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Proposed Convention Rules 2018 
 
Bold items (printed from NYS PTA Bylaws) 
are for informational purposes only and are 
not subject to change by the delegate body. 
 

GENERAL 
1. Proposed convention rules shall be included 

in the pre-convention mailing and printed in 
the convention program. 

2. There shall be a professional parliamentarian 
to whom questions may be directed through 
the presiding officer. 

3. Materials shall be distributed on the 
convention floor only after having been 
approved by the Convention Coordinator. 

4. Approved materials shall be distributed on 
the convention floor only by the ushers. 

5. The order of presenting resolutions shall be 
as follows:  
a. Retention of previous positions 
b. Updated resolutions 
c. Rescind in order to retire 
d. Recommended for adoption 
e. Emergency 

6. New Business: 
a. Shall include only a motion to reconsider 

or rescind a resolution adopted at this 
convention and/or Statements of Concern. 

b. Shall not include items that must be 
presented under other divisions of the 
order of business. 

7. Minutes of the convention shall be audited by 
two members of the Board of Directors and 
shall be approved by the Executive 
Committee. 

8. All attendees shall wear badges at all times 
during convention. 

 

REGISTRATION PROCEDURE 

1. Pre-registered delegates will present credential 
cards at the registration desk to receive their 
voting card if they are voting delegates. 

2. Delegates not pre-registered shall present 
credential cards and pay the appropriate fee at 
the information desk to receive their voting 
card if they are voting delegates. 

3. At the registration desk, all participants, 
presenters and guests will receive the 
program and appropriate badge for 
admission. 

4. News and media representatives are required 
to provide identification. Appropriate badge 
for admission to the session and program 
shall be issued at the information desk. 

5. Exhibitors shall register in the Exhibit Hall 
and receive their badges. 

 

ADMISSION TO GENERAL SESSION 
1. No one shall be admitted without a badge. 
2. Delegates shall occupy seats designated for 

voting/non-voting. 
3. When the delegation is participating in a 

counted vote, the doors will be closed and 
admission will be granted only at the end of 
the vote when the chair announces the results 
of the vote. 

4. When the delegation is being addressed by a 
Keynote Speaker or during student 
performances, admission of all delegates will 
be allowed. However, all those delegates will 

remain standing quietly near the back in the 
designated waiting area. 

 

SPEAKING AND VOTING PROCEDURES 
Only voting delegates will be recognized to 
speak from the microphone. Delegates shall not 
seek to use the microphone unless they wish to 
speak to the question under discussion or for a 
point of order, point of information, or other 
appropriate motion.  
1. Delegates wishing to speak from the floor 

shall: 
a. Sign in at the appropriate microphone. 

Time shall be recorded by the microphone 
attendant. 

b. Approach the microphone and wait to be 
recognized by the chair. 

c. Give their name and the name of the PTA 
body that they are officially delegated to 
represent. 

2. Completed motions must be presented: 
a. In writing on official form obtained from 

the microphone attendant. 
b. In quadruplicate, the original and two (2) 

copies to the microphone attendant, the 
fourth (4th) copy to be retained by the 
maker. 

c. Signed by the maker, with name and PTA 
region. 

d. With the name of maker, time and date on 
the top right hand corner of motion slip by 
floor management. 

e. With the number of the resolution when 
pertaining to a resolution. 

3. Rules of debate: 
a. The chair shall recognize delegates 

speaking “for” and “against” motions in 
alternating order. In the event two 
individuals are both seeking recognition 
for the same purpose, the individual who 
was checked in by the microphone team 
earlier has priority. To check which 
delegate was checked in at an earlier time, 
the chair or any member (without needing 
to be recognized) could request a “time 
check.” If a “time check” is requested, the 
microphone attendants shall advise the 
chair of the time recorded in the 
microphone log. 

b. The original maker of the resolution shall 
be allowed to amend the resolution before 
speaking “for” the resolution, provided this 
amendment does not change the intent of 
the resolution. 

c. No subsidiary motions shall be in order 
until at least one delegate for and one 
delegate against the original resolution 
speaks, if they wish to do so (except that 
the original maker of the resolution may 
amend as per 3b). 

d. No motion shall be debated for more than 
ten (10) minutes, exclusive of all points of 
order and points of information. 

e. No resolution shall be on the floor for 
more than thirty (30) minutes, exclusive of 
all points of order and points of 
information. 

f. No update of a PTA position shall be on 
the floor for more than fifteen (15) 

minutes, exclusive of all points of order 
and points of information. 

g. No retention of a PTA position shall be on 
the floor for more than ten (10) minutes, 
exclusive of all points of order and points 
of information.  

h. The method of voting used shall be as the 
chair directs. 

i. The motion to stop debate shall not be 
moved by a delegate as part of the debate 
on the motion. 

j. No delegate may speak “for” or “against” a 
resolution for more than two (2) minutes at 
a time. 

k. No delegate will speak for the second time 
until all delegates seeking recognition have 
had the opportunity to speak. 

 

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 
1. Additional nominations from the floor: 

a. A two (2) minute nominating speech by a 
person of the candidate’s choosing, a three 
(3) minute acceptance speech, but no 
seconding speech shall be allowed. 

b. In the event there are nominations from the 
floor, there shall be a candidates’ forum at 
the close of the session in which the 
nominees have been nominated. 

2. Candidate’s Forum: 
A Candidates Forum will be conducted if 
more than one candidate is running for an 
elected office. The moderator for this forum 
will be chosen by the President. The length of 
the forum may vary depending upon the 
number of candidates. Each Candidate shall 
be entitled to the following:  

2-minutes opening statement  
1-minute response to questions  
2-minutes closing statement. 

3. Nominees from the floor will furnish 
sufficient copies of their qualifications, not to 
exceed one side of an 8½”x11” page, for 
distribution to the convention delegates. 
Distribution of all approved campaign 
materials will be at the conclusion of the 
session in which nominees have been 
nominated. 

4. The posting and distribution of campaign 
literature and/or materials in the convention 
space will be allowed only in the designated 
campaign area located outside of the general 
session room.  

5. Elections: 
a. The vote shall be conducted by ballot. 

(NYS PTA Bylaws) 
b. When there is but one (1) candidate for 

an office, the ballot for that office may 
be dispensed with and election held by 
voice vote. A plurality vote shall be 
required for election. (NYS PTA 
Bylaws) 

c. Polls shall be open on Saturday, 
November 10, 2018: First ballot 7:30 a.m.-
8:30 a.m.; Second ballot 12:15 p.m.-2:15 
p.m., if necessary; Third ballot times to be 
determined, if necessary. 
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d. The appropriate section of the voting card 
shall be submitted in return for a 
corresponding ballot. 

e. At least two members of the Elections 
Committee shall be present during the 
voting hours, and one person representing 
each candidate may also be present. 

f. No electioneering or distribution of any 
campaign material will be allowed in the 
election area. 

6. Vacancy created by the convention: 
a. If a vacancy in office has been created 

by the convention, the Nominating 
Committee shall be charged with 
submitting to the convention the name 
of a candidate for the office to be filled. 
(NYS PTA Bylaws) 

b. The election by the convention shall be 
by ballot from among the persons 
nominated by the Nominating 
Committee, or from the floor. (NYS 
PTA Bylaws) 

c. When there is but one (1) candidate for 
an office, the ballot for that office may 
be dispensed with and election held by 
voice vote. (NYS PTA Bylaws) 

7. If a candidate withdraws while a vote is in 
progress, the ballots cast already shall be 
destroyed, new ballots readied and balloting 
will begin at the next election time or as 
indicated.  

 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

The Legislative Program, Basic Policy for 2018-
2019 is located in this program. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 

1. The Resolutions Committee shall present to 
the convention delegate body only those 
resolutions recommended by the Executive 
Committee. 

2. Those resolutions not recommended or 
referred to committee shall not be presented 
without a two-thirds vote of the delegate 
body. 

3. Before the delegate body makes a 
determination whether or not to bring to the 
floor a proposed resolution that has been 
referred to committee or not recommended, 
the submitting group may speak for two (2) 
minutes to explain the reason for asking the 
delegate body to consider the resolution. 

4. Only the items headed “Resolved” are subject 
to amendment, and the responsibility of the 
New York State PTA is only to the resolves. 

5. Only proposed changes in updated 
resolutions may be debated or changed (not 
the whole resolution). 

6. The Resolutions Committee shall be 
authorized to correct punctuation and cross-
references in the resolutions adopted and to 
make such technical and conforming changes 
as may be necessary. 

 
 
 

PTA POLICY – INCLUDING UPDATES 
AND RETENTIONS 
1. After six (6) years and before seven (7) years, 

positions in the New York State PTA Where 
We Stand are studied by the Resolutions and 
Executive Committees of the New York State 
PTA for the purpose of updating, retaining or 
rescinding. 

2. Notice of the Committees’ recommendations 
is sent to units, councils and regions 60 days 
prior to Convention. 

3. Units, councils and regions may submit new 
or updated resolutions which can be debated, 
amended, adopted or rejected. The deadline 
for submitting new and updated resolutions is 
April 15 of the convention year. Resolutions 
may also originate with the Resolutions 
Committee or Executive Committee. 

4. Positions not updated by a unit, council or 
region, which are recommended for retention 
by the Resolutions Committee and the 
Executive Committee will be presented to the 
delegate body for its consideration for 
retention in the New York State PTA Where 
We Stand.  
a. Delegates may debate but cannot amend 

the motion to retain a position. 
b. Delegates may vote to retain a position as 

presented or vote to rescind it. 
5. A position that has been adopted or retained 

will be continued in the New York State PTA 
Where We Stand for another seven (7) years. 

6. Positions that are rescinded will be removed 
from the New York State PTA Where We 
Stand and placed in the historical files in the 
New York State PTA office. 

 

EMERGENCY RESOLUTIONS 

1. To be considered an emergency resolution 
the following conditions must exist: 
a. The need for legislation was not evident 

prior to April 15. 
b. Reaction to a recent event that warrants a 

definition of position that serves as a basis 
for PTA action. 

c. An event after April 15 pointed to the need 
for an immediate addition to PTA concerns 
listed in the Where We Stand. Emergency 
resolutions may be presented to the 
convention if received in the New York 
State PTA Office at least ten (10) business 
days prior to the opening of convention or, 
if the need is not known before the ten (10) 
business day deadline, to the Resolutions 
Coordinator prior to the opening of 
convention. 

2. The Executive Committee shall determine if 
the resolution truly represents an emergency. 

3. An emergency resolution:  
a. Must be signed by the president or region 

director and secretary of the submitting 
body, which may be a unit, council, region 
or state PTA. 

b. Must be accompanied by background 
information to document each “Whereas” 
clause, in accordance with guidelines. 

c. Must be accepted by the Executive 
Committee before being presented to the 
delegate body. 

d. Must be duplicated by the submitting 
group in sufficient quantities for 
distribution to the delegate body. 

e. May be explained by the submitting group 
for two (2) minutes before the delegate 
body takes action. 

f. May be brought to the floor when moved 
by a delegate and seconded after the 
motion to discuss the emergency resolution 
has been approved. 

4. Supportive materials for emergency 
resolutions shall be handled the same as for 
any other resolution. 
a. Convention Coordinator must approve 

distribution of materials to the delegate 
body. 

b. The ushers will distribute supportive 
materials at the convention room door. 

 

STATEMENTS OF CONCERN 

1. Statements of Concern are solely the 
opinion of the individual or submitting 
group. They are not to be construed to be 
the position of the New York State PTA. 

2. The time limit for a Statement of Concern is 
two (2) minutes. 

3. A printed Statement of Concern shall be 
given to the Secretary before the statement 
is read. The statement is to be attached to 
the minutes of Convention. The statement 
must contain the printed name of the 
individual or group submitting. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF PRINTED 
MATERIALS 
1. Any voting delegate who wishes to have 

printed material distributed either for or 
against any proposed resolution or updated 
resolution must submit three (3) copies of 
same to the New York State PTA Office, c/o 
Convention Coordinator, no later than ten 
(10) business days before the opening of 
convention. 

2. A copy of any printed material, which is 
supportive of any proposed resolution, should 
also be sent to the contact person listed with 
that resolution no later than ten (10) business 
days before the opening of convention for the 
contact person’s information. 

3. Any material supportive of positions to be 
retained should be sent to the Resolutions 
Coordinator no later than ten (10) business 
days before the opening of convention. 

4. Once permission is granted to distribute 
material at convention, it will be the 
obligation of that delegate to supply the 
copies in a manner stipulated at the time. 

5. Every paper distributed must state the voting 
delegate’s name and address and name of 
unit, council or region affiliation. 

 

Convention Rules Committee: 
Helen Hoffman, Chair 
Laurie May 
Patrice Rachlin 
Gracemarie Rozea 
Jacqueline Wilson
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Convention Registration Information 
Deadlines 
No advance registrations accepted after October 3, 2018. Registrations after that date will be processed on-site only. 
Registrations/reservations canceled, in writing, prior to October 3, 2018 will receive a full refund, less a $25.00 processing fee. 
No refunds will be given for cancellations received after October 3, 2018 or for no-shows. 

Credit Card/Check Payments 
All event registrations must be paid in advance via credit card or by sending a check for the total as indicated in the online 
registration confirmation. If you need assistance making a credit card payment after you have submitted an online registration, 
please call the state business office for assistance.  

Purchase Orders 
Purchase orders are not accepted. 

 
Hotel Reservation Information 

 
Hotel Reservations are to be made on your own (under NYS PTA room block) at The Saratoga Hilton. 
Reserve before October 3, 2018 at the room rate of $145/night, per room (not per person). 
 

Reservations are to be made directly through the hotel booking site before October 3, 2018: 
 

https://book.passkey.com/go/PTA2018  

The Saratoga Hilton 
534 Broadway 

Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
Front Desk: 518-584-4000 

 

Parking is available at no charge in the parking lot of the Saratoga Hilton. Obtain a parking ticket upon 
entering the parking lot and have the Hilton validate the ticket at the front desk to waive the fee. 
 

If your PTA region, unit or council is responsible for your overnight expenses, please present your PTA 
tax exempt form at time of check in to have room tax removed.  
 

All meetings, workshops, sessions, meals and other planned activities for the NYS PTA Annual 
Convention are being held in the Hilton and the Saratoga City Center, all in the same building. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Registration inquiries must be directed to NYS PTA at 518-452-8808. 

Hotel reservations and inquiries must be directed to the Saratoga Hilton. 
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2018 NYS PTA Online Registration 
 

 
 
 

Sign up for workshops on a first come, first served basis. 
Credit card payment available through online event registration. 

Checks can be mailed to:  NYS PTA, One Wembley Court, Albany NY 12205 
 

Event Registration deadline October 3, 2018 - Hotel reservations on your own 
 

Package (all fees include event T-shirt)         PTA Member       Student 

#1 Total Conference (All Meals & Conference fees)    $386.00   $377.00 

#2 Saturday only (All Saturday Meals & Conference fees)    $291.00  $284.00 

#3 Saturday Day Tripper (Saturday Lunch only & Conference fees)   $196.00   $192.00 

#4 Saturday Workshop & Sessions only (No Meals)*     $185.00   $181.00 

#5 Friday Workshop & Session only (No Meals)*      $74.00    $73.00 

#6 Sunday Workshop & Fireside Chat only (No Meals)*      $74.00     $73.00 

* Meals can be added ala carte to package at additional cost (see below) 
 

After October 3, 2018, on-site registration only, at an additional $25 of registration fees listed  
 
Ala Carte Meals (if not Total Conference Registration)  
 

o Friday Dinner         $62 
o Saturday General or Empire State PTSA Breakfast (ESPTSA members only)  $36 
o Saturday General Lunch; Region Chair Lunch     $40 
o Saturday President to Presidents Luncheon (unit/council presidents only)  $40 
o Saturday Banquet         $57 

 

Please choose one of the following banquet meal choices:    

  � Beef      � Chicken    � Vegan 
 

o Sunday General Breakfast       $33 
o Sunday Diversity, Inclusion and Outreach Breakfast    $33 

Join your PTA colleagues for breakfast and candid conversation about our experiences with Diversity: the Bad, the Good and the 
Ugly. Following this will be a debriefing session with exploration of the barriers PTAs must overcome to deepen their unit/member 
relevance and outreach, as well as strategies for improving local and region diversity. 

 
 

 

 
Event Fee Cancellation / Refund Policy   -   REGISTRATION DEADLINE: OCTOBER 3, 2018 

 

 Event registration and payment must be received prior to the registration deadline. 
 Registrants that have paid in full and cancel before the registration deadline will receive a full refund, less $25 processing fee. 
 Registrants canceling before the deadline, that have not paid their registration fee, will be billed $25 processing fee. 
 Upon receipt of event registration, registrant is responsible for the full event fee whether they attend or not. No refunds will be given for 

cancellations received after the registration deadline or for no-shows. 
 Registrants will be billed for any unpaid amounts due. 
 Registrants may send a replacement at no additional charge. 
 Registrants or replacements that do not show up to the event will not receive a refund. 
 Registrations received after the registration deadline will only be handled as on-site registrations. 
 No hotel rooms guaranteed for on-site registrations.  

No advance registrations accepted after October 3, 2018. Registrations after that date will be processed 

on‐site only. The hotel cannot guarantee overnight rooms for on‐site registrations. 

Register Online at: www.nyspta.org 


