
   

          
           

           
               

         
       

   

        
          

            
           

       
       

       

              
        

          
        
        

    

         
               

        
 

       
         

        
        

     

            
     

  

Empire State PTSA® 

News from the Empire October 2018 
Message from the President 

Greetings Empire State PTSA Members! 

Two years have absolutely flown by! As we head towards November and the completion of my term as
Empire State PTSA (ESPTSA) president, I would like to express my sincere gratitude for the opportunity to
represent all who continue to support our PTA mission through their membership in our statewide unit.
Fall and school opening also means that NYS PTA’s 2018 convention is just around the corner, and we will 
be back in beautiful Saratoga Springs. An integral part of this exciting weekend is our ESPTSA Annual 
Meeting. This year’s meeting agenda will include some special guests along with the election of your 
2018-2019 ESPTSA officers. 

This meeting also provides us the opportunity to recognize the recipient of ESPTSA’s Muriel Berk Service
Award. Be sure to joins us as we announce and celebrate our 2018 honoree; an extraordinary member 
who exemplifies those qualities of passion, patience and persistence of ESPTSA founder, Muriel Berk, and
who has a rich legacy of contribution at every level of the PTA community. I would like to extend a huge
thanks to ESPTSA Secretary Tammy Gamble and to selection committee members Kim Blasiak (chair),
Kathy Vento, Dana Platin, David Steggles and Antoinette Darden-Cintron, for their thoughtful 
consideration and time given to review the nominations. 

In order to attend our statewide unit meeting one must be an ESPTSA member. Thank you to our NYS
PTA officers, staff and Membership Team for enhancing our electronic membership system to ensure we
connect with parents, families, friends and advocates throughout all statewide communities. Think about
it: with implementation of education reform under ESSA, policy and legislative initiatives related to
health, safety, and juvenile protection and evolving school funding challenges ahead there is much that
needs attention; we need your voice! 

Let’s bring back familiar voices and add new ones. For those continuing as Empire members, I encourage 
you to renew your membership. For those interested in joining us for the first time, help us extend our
statewide outreach for every child, to every family. Be sure to go to https://esptsa.memberhub.store/
and sign up! 

I would like to thank Executive Committee members Joyce Cattani, Tammy Gamble and Lori Fontana for 
their support over the past two years. It has been my pleasure to be part of this extraordinary team! I
would also like to thank NYS PTA President Gracemarie Rozea for her leadership over the past two years
and wish her a continued journey of success. Finally, a special thanks to our NYS PTA office staff; they are
such a valuable asset to all of us! 

I look forward to seeing you – familiar and new faces - in November and wish all safe travel to Saratoga 
Springs! Warm regards to all! 

Bonnie Russell, President 

https://esptsa.memberhub.store/
https://esptsa.memberhub.store


   

   
   

        
  

   
    

  
    

   

      
   

   
  

     
 

   
    

   
   

    
      
       

  

      
 

     
     

   
   

  
   

   
     

     
  

                                   
 

   
  

    

 
  

 

   
 

   

   
   

ESPTSA Call to Annual Meeting! 

The Annual Meeting of the Empire State PTSA
will be a breakfast meeting on Saturday,
November 10, from 7:00 to 8:30 a.m. at the NYS 
PTA Annual Convention. This year the
convention will be in Saratoga Springs, NY and
the breakfast will be in the Saratoga Hilton
Hotel/Saratoga Springs City Center. We will have
a private dining room for this meeting; please
check the program for the exact location. 

In addition to election of officers and a 
nominating committee, the draft minutes from
the 2017 Annual meeting, financial report of the
2017-2018 fiscal year, and the proposed 2018-
2019 ESPTSA budget will be presented for
approval. 

2018-2019 Proposed 
Slate of  Officers 

On behalf of the Nominating Committee, the
following slate of ESPTSA officers for 2018-
2019 is presented for your consideration. 

President: Gracemarie Rozea 
Vice-President: Lori Fontana 

Secretary: Kelly Short
Treasurer: Jacqueline Wilson 

The diligence of the Committee, consisting of 
Lori Fontana, Chair, Amany Messieha Dgheim

and Joan Wabnik is greatly appreciated! 

Election of officers will be held at the annual 
meeting on Saturday November 10, 2018. 

ESPTSA Membership 
The 2017-2018 membership was up from the
prior year at 225 members (155 for 2016-17). To
current members, we are thankful for your 
support (we are already at 76 members!). This 
year we are looking to continue to enhance our
statewide network in support of public
education. So ask your friends to join ESPTSA
today to add their voice! 

To become a member and pay online go to
https://esptsa.memberhub.store/ If someone 
does not wish to pay online they can still register 
online and pay in person by mailing a check, or 
use the traditional method of completing an
Empire State PTSA form in our brochure:
https://nyspta.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/10/2018-19-Empire-
Brochure-FINAL.pdf 

Thank you for renewing your membership for 
the 2018-2019 year, and welcome to our new
members. ESPTSA challenges every member not 
only to renew their membership but to gift a
membership to a family member or friend so
that we speak for every child with a stronger 
voice 

https://esptsa.memberhub.store/
https://nyspta.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/2018-18-Empire-Brochure-FINAL.pdf


 

              
       

 

  
          

    

       
                 

            
            

    

         
       

        
           

         
          

     

      
            

                   
       

                 
           

 

            
            

         
           

             
          

             
         
        

2017 Muriel Berk Award Honoree Susan Berkow 

Empire State PTSA had the privilege of presenting the third Muriel Berk Service Award at the 2017 NYS PTA
Annual Convention. Below is testimonial to 2017 recipient, Susan Berkow. (The 2018 recipient will be 
announced at the 2018 NYS PTA Convention.) 

"I am nominating Susan Berkow for this Service Award because I believe that she is one of the best 
representatives of the NYSPTA mission and philosophy of our association. Susan has always been a strong
advocate for all members in everything that she has done. 

She is a leader above all leaders and has been since she became a local PTA member as a new parent in her 
home community and then the Region, State and our own unit Empire State PTSA. Susan has been involved in
PTA since her son was young and has been and still is involved in the important avenues of advocacy, parent
and family engagement, leadership training, communication skills, and other service to enhance connection
and networking to all members of the PTA. 

Susan has for many years for our NYSPTA developed and provided many leadership programs, resolutions,
and training for those who have come after her on the Region, and State Boards. She was responsible for our 
communication techniques and wrote the protocol for how to use our emails properly which is still 
incorporated within our Resource Guide. She worked on the Annual Resource Guide for our association but
was very significant in our advocacy methods and in the training for our membership on what is the best way
to advocate for our goals. Susan still participates without hesitation with service including the keeping of our 
history for our state presidents the last few years. 

She was a vice president as well as a region director and held many other different positions including
committee responsibilities, while on the state and region boards, including currently as a consultant now and
for the last few presidents. Susan also has been actively involved in the Empire State PTSA. I had the 
privilege of working with Susan in the development of many of our Train the Trainer programs including
many that are still in use today. Susan when working with many of the past presidents always was there as
their “right hand person” helping to follow through on their goals as well as her own, a “workaholic”, giving
service to others. 

Susan is a currently a member of the Empire State PTSA and the NYSPTA, Westchester East Putnam Region
and has not only been an active participant but a mentor to any new Region Director who has been
appointed for the last few years. She was a previous Region Director and brought new programs and
members to our Region including many who are now on the State board. 

Susan also participates in other service and community programs utilizing the PTA techniques and programs
to build those programs in her home community. The world is changing and the need for leaders who give
service is necessary to continue not only our goals but to help others who give service to their community the 
best techniques and training for the betterment of those who come following our leadership. Susan is the
best and is deserving of this important honor. She should be the chosen awardee of the Muriel Berk Award.” 
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