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New York State Congress of Parents and Teachers, Inc. 

2019 NYS PTA Annual Convention 

 
Dear PTA Members, 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the New York State PTA, it is our pleasure to invite you to the 123rd New 
York State PTA Annual Meeting and Convention in Tarrytown, New York, November 8-10, 2019. Convention is 
an exciting event where PTA representatives from all over the state join together to focus on improving the 
education, health and well-being of children. Convention will give PTA members opportunities to: 

 Meet and develop relationships with other delegates to advocate for children locally and statewide 
 Elect new state officers 
 Vote to retain or update resolutions long held by our association that set our path to advocacy 
 Hear from National PTA President Leslie Boggs, and other dynamic keynote speakers 
 Participate in interesting and informative workshops that will sharpen your skills, broaden your views, and 

inspire you to advocate on behalf of all children 
 Visit the exhibitor showcase, the Reflections Art Exhibit, and PTA Store 
 Enjoy a wonderful and fun time at an exciting new venue  

 
As PTA members, we proudly belong to the oldest and largest volunteer child advocacy association in the world. 
The theme for the 2019 Convention, “Garner, Change, Embrace PTAs Progress”, reflects our steadfast belief in our 
mission for children and recognizes that a uniquely talented, well-informed membership, dedicated to working 
collaboratively with our educational partners, ignite ideas, effects positive change, and inspires others! 

We look forward to meeting you at the Doubletree in Tarrytown. 

Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Lorey A. Zaman       Laurie May 
NYS PTA President      2019 Convention Coordinator 
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Convention Schedule at a Glance 
 

 

 

  

 

Friday, November 8 

12:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.  
Exhibitors  
PTA Store 
 

12:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  
Registration/Information  
First Timers’ Table  
Reflections Art Exhibit  
 

2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
Dedicated Exhibitor time 
 

4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Workshop Session 1  
 

5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  
Dedicated Exhibitor time 
 

6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.  
Dinner (General Delegates) 
ESPTSA Dinner and Annual Meeting 

7:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.  
General Session I 
 

10:00 p.m.  
Candidate’s Forum (if necessary) 
 

Resolutions Briefing/Caucus   
immediately following 
Candidate’s Forum 

 

Saturday, November 9 

6:45 a.m. - 7:45 a.m.  
Elections/1st ballot (if necessary) 
 

7:45 a.m. - 8:45 a.m.  
Diversity and Inclusion Breakfast 
 

7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
Registration/Information 
Exhibitors 
PTA Store 
First Timers’ Table  
Reflections Art Exhibit  
 

9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.  
General Session II 
 

10:30 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.  
Candidate’s Forum (if necessary) 
 

10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  
Dedicated Exhibitor time 
 

11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  
Workshop Session 2 
 

12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.  
Elections/2nd ballot (if necessary) 
 

12:45 p.m. - 1:45 p.m.  
Lunch (General Delegates) 
Counterpart Lunch and Table Talk 
President to Presidents Luncheon 

(sponsored by Lifetouch) 
 
 

1:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
Dedicated Exhibitor time 
 

3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.  
General Session III 
 

7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  
Reception 
 

7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  
Banquet 
 

9:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.  
Post-Banquet Celebration with DJ 
 

Sunday, November 10   

7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.  
Breakfast  
     

    

8:45 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.  
Workshop Session 3 
 

10:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.  
Fireside Chat 
 

11:45 a.m.  
Convention concludes 
 

12:00 p.m.  
Hotel check out  
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National PTA Representative 
 

Leslie Boggs 
National PTA President 

Leslie Boggs is the President of CarrellBoggs Consulting and Design 
Coordinator for Miss Cayces Christmas Store. She currently serves 
on the National PTA Board of Directors. Boggs has over 20 years of 
leadership experience and previously served at the national level as 
chair of the National PTA Convention Arrangements Committee, 
chair of the Nominating and Leadership Development Committee, 
and as a member of the National Council of States. 

At the state level, Boggs serves as the Texas PTA Field Service 
Representative for West Texas and has served in several other state, 
district/council and local PTA and civic leadership positions in Texas 
and New Mexico. Boggs recently received her certification in 
Nonprofit Leadership and Management; became a certified DISC 
trainer and a member of John Maxwell’s President Advisory Council. 

Boggs has three children and four grandchildren. Leslie believes people should always be learning and growing, 
and that life is all about relationships, living, learning, helping and laughing! 

As a business owner, presenter, volunteer leader, coach, wife, mom, stepmom and nana, Boggs loves helping others 
achieve success! 
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Keynote Speaker 
 

Alhassan Susso 
2019 New York State Teacher of the Year  
 
Alhassan Susso is a world-renowned educator, author and speaker who has 
devoted his career to transforming the lives of young people facing 
difficulties. Born in The Gambia, Alhassan migrated to America at age 16.  
 

He graduated with honors in Political Science and History from the 
University of Vermont and he received his Master of Arts in Teaching 
from Bard College in New York. He currently teaches Government, 
Economics and Personal Development at the International Community 
High School in the South Bronx in New York City.  
 

He is the author of a motivational memoir, The Light of Darkness: The 
Story of the Griots' Son, which traces his journey to America as a nearly 
blind teenager and his trials and triumphs becoming American, while 
maintaining his deep African roots.  
 

Alhassan is the Founder and Director of the Inspiring Teens’ Future program at the International Community High 
School. This program has helped raise his school’s graduation rate from 31% to 81.2% in 5 years. Through this 
program, Alhassan has worked with and transformed the lives of over 1000 youths. He is certified in therapeutic 
crisis intervention in schools and he trains and speaks on a variety of topics including: Developing the Right 
Mindset and Attitude for Success, Turning Adversity into Opportunity, and Relationship-Based Approaches to 
Teaching.  
 

He has spoken at numerous venues and events including The United Nations, Google for Education, Global 
Education and Skills Forum in Dubai, and the Emirates Palace in Abu Dhabi.  
 

Alhassan is the 2019 New York State Teacher of the Year. He is also the 2019 New York State History Teacher of 
the Year and currently in the running for the 2019 United States National History Teacher of the Year. He was also 
named in 2017 as one of "The Top 50 Outstanding Educators in the World" by the Varkey Foundation's Global 
Teacher Prize. He is the recipient of the prestigious Daylight Africa Award and the United Federation of Teachers 
Audrey Chasen Award. He was awarded the 2019 Cultural Innovator Award by Long Island University and is a 
two-time recipient of the Social-Emotional Learning Innovation Award for Teachers by Education First through the 
Rockefeller Foundation.  

 

Fireside Chat  

NYS PTA in partnership with GoGuardian 
“Supporting Student Mental Health”  

   Panelists:  

 

   Michelle Ramos, Strategic Partnerships Lead, GoGuardian; 
   Kathy Eckert, Regional Representative, School Mental Health  

   Resource and Training, Mental Health Association in NYS; 
   Leaders from TruthPharm; and other Mental Health Partners 
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Convention Information 
Convention Workshops 
There are three sessions scheduled for the weekend. They 
are Workshop Session 1, Friday, November 8, 4:00 p.m. - 
5:00 p.m.; Workshop Session 2, Saturday, November 9, 
11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.; and Workshop Session 3, 
Sunday, November 10, 8:45 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. Tickets are 
required for admission to workshops. The earlier you 
register, the better your opportunity will be to receive your 
choice of workshops. Some workshops have a limited 
number of seats, so register early! Every effort is made to 
assign your first choice of workshop. Tickets can be 
selected or exchanged on a space available basis at the 
Information desk in the Registration Area.  
 

Exhibitors and Sponsors 
Please take this opportunity to visit and thank our 
exhibitors and sponsors - their participation is vital to the 
success of our convention! Exhibitor hours: Friday 12:00 
p.m. - 7:15 p.m. and Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 

PTA Store 
You will find exciting new items along with your old 
favorites such as pins, mugs, totes and PTA apparel. Our 
staff of volunteers will be happy to assist you. All 
purchases are payable by check or cash. (Please remember 
PTA checks require two (2) signatures.) PTA Store hours: 
Friday 12:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. and Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 
3:00 p.m. (closed Sunday). 
 

Information and First Timers 
If this is your first state convention, our Information Desk 
and First Timers’ Table will be the areas to get your 
questions answered. These areas will be open Friday 12:00 
p.m. – 9:00 p.m. and Saturday 7:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.                      
 

 
 

 

Reflections Art Exhibit  
Visit our exhibit of student artwork from the PTA 
Reflections Program. A collection of the NYS PTA award 
winners will be on display Friday 12:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
and Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 

 
 
 

Diversity and Inclusion Breakfast: 
Deepening Family Engagement and 
Increasing Success for ALL Students   
In PTA, we believe that a diverse and inclusive association 
is essential to creating organizations where families and 
stakeholders feel welcomed and valued.  
Join us for this interactive panel and discussion, creating 
positive climates and educational opportunities that evolve 
with today’s increasingly diverse students, as we focus on 
an institution-wide commitment to addressing diversity, 
equity, learning, and meaningful student success.  
Together, we’ll explore critical questions and formulate 
action-oriented strategies to make excellence inclusive for 
all students through sustainable and measurable school and 
family engagement practices in partnership with school 
districts and state leadership.  
This featured breakfast is included with some registration 
packages, or may be purchased ala carte with other 
registration packages. 
 

Counterpart Lunch and Table Talk  
Hosted by NYS PTA Coordinators and Specialists, 
invitations will be extended to unit, council, and region 
chairs to join your state counterparts for lunch and table 
talk discussion to share resources and exchange ideas. 
 

President to Presidents Luncheon 
If you are a unit or council president and wish to attend the 
President to Presidents Luncheon on Saturday, please be 
sure to register accordingly. National PTA President Leslie 
Boggs and NYS PTA President Lorey A. Zaman will join 
the local presidents at lunch and answer your questions. 
You must be pre-registered and a Unit/Council President 
to attend this luncheon. 
 

Post-Banquet Celebration Party 
Saturday evening immediately following our Banquet 
there will be DJ music provided for all delegates to enjoy 
and celebrate! 
 

Convention Video 
Are you new to attending Convention or would you like to 
know what to expect before your arrive? Our Convention 
video will help prepare you for Convention in Tarrytown  
and explain the important role you will play. 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l38pGiX5Wk8  
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New York State PTA is now an approved provider of Continuing Teacher and  
Leader Education (CTLE) for education professionals! 

Workshops meeting CTLE criteria are indicated in the workshop description. Educators attending  
CTLE workshops will be sent necessary documentation from NYS PTA after Convention. 

Workshops – Friday, November 8, 2019 

Session 1: 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

101 Robert's Rules for Officers, Delegates, and other Experienced Users 
Learn how to ask questions on the convention floor, how to make a motion, or offer change to a bylaw amendment or 
resolution. We will be addressing problem principles, problem motions, problem elections, and problem people. Bring your 
tough questions. 
 

102   Finding Time for PTA  
Today’s PTA member is busier than ever and may have little or no time to volunteer. We will share strategies that will 
maximize the best use of time and increase parent involvement.  This workshop will help you explore new ideas to encourage 
your school community to join your PTA and volunteer.  
 

103   Motivating Your Membership Base 
What if your PTA was supported by the entire school community? Imagine what these partnerships can provide students and 
schools. This interactive workshop will inspire your PTA mission with techniques on re-branding, marketing and recruitment 
efforts in the second half of the year. 
 

104 Informational Literacy (CTLE credit available) 
Every day we are bombarded with information from the moment we wake up until we lay down to sleep at night. How do we 
sort fact from opinion or even fiction? This workshop will teach you how to be a discerning media consumer, where to look for 
reliable resources, and how to teach our children to develop these skills. 
 

105 Brainstorming Evolving and Recurring Child/Youth Wellness Issues and the Tools 
New York State PTA Provides Members to be Effective Advocates (CTLE credit available) 

Attendees will brainstorm new and ongoing issues affecting child/youth wellness as well as the tools and opportunities 
provided by NYS PTA to support grassroots advocacy. 
 

106 Engaging Families through National PTA Programs 
Engaging Families through National PTA Programs: Explore how you can engage families in literacy, STEM, health, safety, 
the arts and more through a hands-on tour of National PTA’s signature programs. Sample some of the fun you will create at 
your school while you empower families with the tools they need to support student success. Gain program ideas, as well as 
grants available to support your efforts. 
 

107   Don't Be Scared; Be Prepared to Write a Resolution 
Learn how to write a resolution from choosing an issue to submission to the NYS PTA office. 
 

New York State PTA is now an approved  
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Workshops – Saturday, November 9, 2019 

Session 2: 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  
 

201 Love Your Budget (CTLE credit available) 
Managing your finances can seem like a chore, but it doesn’t have to be. In just 5 simple steps, you’ll be able to automate many 
of your day-to-day financial tasks. Find out what those steps are, and make headway toward becoming a financial pro, during 
this Digital Money Management seminar. Topics include: Realizing your core values and setting goals, the benefit of tracking 
your earnings, allocating and managing your spending, budgeting methods, and money saving tips. 
 

202 How to Run an Effective Meeting  
It is important for a presiding officer to be aware of the correct procedures when chairing a meeting. Knowing how to run a 
meeting in the proper way ensures that all business will be addressed and all members will have the opportunity to participate. 
A well-run PTA will function efficiently and better serve the needs of its children and families.     
 

203 Parents and Schools Working Together to Support the Love of Reading  
        (CTLE credit available) 
This workshop will help parents and PTA leaders engage school districts around literacy and help develop a community of 
readers. Parental engagement is crucial in helping children develop a love for reading and becoming lifelong readers. 
Participants will learn how to set up their own program where teachers, parents and students all receive their own books and 
participate in a community read. 
 

204 Digital Citizenship & Student Safety (CTLE credit available) 
Today’s world can bring many threats to students, such as bullying, drugs, and acts of violence. When we see these things 
happen in front of us, we can address the issue immediately. But what happens when the threat occurs online?  In this session, 
you will learn about some of the ways students are using online collaboration tools, including school-provided G Suite 
accounts, to communicate and share questionable content. We will also explore the issue of cyberbullying - how it happens, 
preventative measures you can take, and how you can prepare yourself and react when cyberbullying occurs in your school. 
Additional topics to be covered include: social networks and apps your students may be using, how to talk to parents about 
safety on school-provided technology, the relationship between student safety and social-emotional learning (SEL), and tips for 
promoting good digital citizenship practices. 
 

205 Problem of Practice Protocol: Problem Solving from a Different Perspective 
Also known as a "consultancy protocol," this enables a group of people to work together to address difficult dilemmas they are 
facing that cannot be easily solved. Be prepared to bring a dilemma to share with your consult group. This will be a helpful tool 
to bring back to your units. 
 

206 Leading the PTA Way  
What does it mean to be a PTA leader? Together, we will define effective and ethical PTA leadership. Then, we’ll examine 
real-PTA scenarios and discuss how to welcome all families, communicate effectively, focus your PTA’s efforts on student 
success and school improvements, and strengthen relationships throughout your school and community. Throughout the 
discussion, you will appraise your own leadership style, and leave with a roadmap for sharing power, leading positively 
through conflict, and achieving your PTA’s goals. 
 

207 How to Say Anything to Anyone 
99.99% of breakdowns with other people are predictable and preventable. You train people to treat you as they treat you. Learn 
how to create powerful working relationships, by setting expectations and requesting candor. You must learn about your board, 
before you can strategically plan your goals. 
 

New York State PTA is now an approved provider of Continuing Teacher and  
Leader Education (CTLE) for education professionals! 

Workshops meeting CTLE criteria are indicated in the workshop description. Educators attending  
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New York State PTA is now an approved provider of Continuing Teacher and  
Leader Education (CTLE) for education professionals! 

Workshops meeting CTLE criteria are indicated in the workshop description. Educators attending  
CTLE workshops will be sent necessary documentation from NYS PTA after Convention. 

CTLE workshops will be sent necessary documentation from NYS PTA after Convention. 

Workshops – Sunday, November 10, 2019 

Session 3: 8:45 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.  
 

301 How to Host a Legislation Event 
Open the door to advocacy! Learn the steps to hosting an informative legislative forum. Bring together legislators, educators, 
and PTA members to discuss "hot topics" in education. 
 

302 Change as An Opportunity for Growth 
Does the phrase, "Because we've always done it that way" make you cringe? Do some of your volunteers seem to embrace 
change, while others drag their feet? While some people thrive on it, and others dread it, this workshop will highlight ideas on 
how to stay ahead of, and maybe even accept, the change process. 
 

303 Common (and some Uncommon) Unit & Council Problems/Issues and How to Avoid 
Them  

So many issues could be avoided if basic steps are taken to ensure that units work within their Bylaws and use the Resource 
Guide. Real life examples will be given. 
 

304 Programs on the Go! 
Programs on the Go will give an overview of our Art/PARP, Literacy/Reflections, Awards and Traffic Safety programs. Each 
member of the Programs team will present on their area of specialty. We will provide guidance and tips on how to run a 
successful program in your unit and region. 
 

305 Why Does Your PTA Need Insurance? 
Your event is decorated, everyone has arrived, the fundraiser is making money, everyone is happy. But then someone gets hurt 
and you realize that you forgot to purchase insurance…now what? What if you discover some of the fundraising money was 
stolen? Don't put yourself in that situation. Come to this learning workshop to find out how to protect yourself and your PTA. 
AIM will discuss the liability our PTAs face, what coverages are available, and offer any guidance on what you need to do to 
protect yourself. 
 

306 Valuing Diversity and Leading with Inclusion (CTLE credit available) 
They say a dream team includes people with different perspectives, skills, talents and connections. During this workshop, we 
will talk about vast perspectives of families at your school -- members of your PTA. In a hands-on activity, you will research 
your school or community demographics and sketch your community’s strengths. Model ways to be an inclusive leader so that 
your PTA cultivates the perspectives, skills, talents and connections of all families who want to make your PTA and school 
stronger for students. 
 

307 Tech Toolkit: Free & Low-Cost Tools to Improve Organizational Efficiency 
Work smarter, not harder! Discover a variety of free and low-cost technology products designed to improve productivity, 
increase efficiency and create systems that can be a base your organization can build on for years to come. *BYOD* (Bring 
Your Own Device). 
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Elections and Voting 2019 
 

New York State PTA Bylaws Article XVI 
Each local PTA in good standing as of September 1, 2019, shall be entitled to be represented at the Annual Convention by its 
president or alternate and one (1) delegate. Local PTAs with a membership of over one hundred (100) shall be entitled to one 
(1) delegate for each additional one hundred (100) members or a major fraction thereof as shown on the books of the New 
York State PTA as of June 30, 2019. Each council in good standing as of September 1, 2019, shall be entitled to be represented 
by its president or alternate. Each Region PTA shall be entitled to be represented at the annual convention by its region director 
or alternate. Each region shall be entitled to six (6) additional voting delegates who shall be region board members. The 
selection of these six (6) delegates shall be governed by the region accrediting such delegates. 

New York State PTA Bylaws Article VIII 
The nominating committee shall present its report at the next convention. Additional nominations may be made from the floor 
provided the written consent of the nominee has been secured. A copy of the qualifications of any candidate to be nominated 
from the floor must be received by the chair of the nominating committee fourteen (14) business days prior to the opening of 
the convention. 

** Please send a copy of the qualifications of any candidate to be nominated from the floor to the state office: 

NYS PTA ~ One Wembley Court ~ Albany, NY 12205-3830 
Attn: Helen Hoffman, Nominating Committee Chair 

Article VIII-Officers: Elections and Vacancies (as it pertains to eligibility for office) 
Section 6. To be eligible for election as an officer, except for the office of President, a member shall have served at least two 
(2) years on the Board of Directors of the New York State PTA OR shall have served at least one (1) year on the Board of 
Directors and at least two (2) years as a Region Director or Specialist.  

Section 8. No person under the age of 18 years shall be eligible to serve in the office of president, (recording) secretary, or 
treasurer. 

Election of NYS PTA Officers 
Voting delegates participate in the election of the leadership of our state PTA. All candidates must be formally nominated at 
Convention either by the Nominating Committee or from the floor. This year the Nominating Committee will present the 
following slate of officers: 

Vice President ..................Dana Platin 
Vice President ..................Lucille Vitale 
Treasurer .........................Helen Hoffman 
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Proposed Convention Rules 2019 
 

Bold items (printed from NYS PTA Bylaws) 
are for informational purposes only and are 
not subject to change by the delegate body. 
 

GENERAL 
1. Proposed convention rules shall be included 

in the pre-convention packet and printed in 
the convention program. 

2. There shall be a professional parliamentarian 
to whom questions may be directed through 
the presiding officer. 

3. Materials shall be distributed on the 
convention floor only after having been 
approved by the President and Convention 
Coordinator. 

4. Approved materials shall be distributed on 
the convention floor only by the ushers. 

5. The order of presenting resolutions shall be 
as follows:  
a. Retention of previous positions 
b. Updated resolutions 
c. Rescind in order to retire 
d. Recommended for adoption 
e. Emergency 

6. New Business: 
a. Shall include only a motion to reconsider 

or rescind a resolution adopted at this 
convention and/or Statements of Concern. 

b. Shall not include items that must be 
presented under other divisions of the 
order of business. 

7. Minutes of the convention shall be audited by 
two members of the Board of Directors, who 
shall be appointed by the president, and 
minutes shall be approved by the Executive 
Committee. 

8. All attendees must wear badges at all times 
during convention. 

9. All general sessions will be audio recorded. 

REGISTRATION PROCEDURE 

1. Pre-registered delegates will present credential 
cards at the registration desk to receive their 
voting card if they are voting delegates. 

2. Delegates not pre-registered shall present 
credential cards and pay the appropriate fee at 
the information desk to receive their voting 
card if they are voting delegates. 

3. At the registration desk, all participants, 
presenters and guests will receive the 
program and appropriate badge for 
admission. 

4. News and media representatives are required 
to provide identification. Appropriate badge 
for admission to the session and program 
shall be issued at the information desk. 

5. Exhibitors shall register in the Exhibit Hall 
and receive their badges. 

 

ADMISSION TO GENERAL SESSION 
1. No one shall be admitted without a badge. 
2. Delegates shall occupy seats designated for 

voting/non-voting. 
3. When the delegation is participating in a 

counted vote, the doors will be closed and 
admission will be granted only at the end of 
the vote when the chair announces the results 
of the vote. 

4. When the delegation is being addressed by a 
Keynote Speaker or during student 
performances, admission of all delegates will 
be allowed. However, all those delegates will 
remain standing quietly near the back in the 
designated waiting area. 

 

SPEAKING AND VOTING PROCEDURES 
Only voting delegates will be recognized to 
speak from the microphone. Delegates shall not 
seek to use the microphone unless they wish to 
speak to the question under discussion or for a 
point of order, point of information, or other 
appropriate motion.  
1. Delegates wishing to speak from the floor 

shall: 
a. Sign in at the appropriate microphone. 

Time shall be recorded by the microphone 
attendant. 

b. Approach the microphone and wait to be 
recognized by the chair. 

c. Give their name and the name of the PTA 
body that they are officially delegated to 
represent. 

2. Completed motion slips must be presented: 
a. In writing on official form obtained from 

the microphone attendant. 
b. In triplicate, the original and one (1) copy 

to the microphone attendant, the third (3rd) 
copy to be retained by the maker. 

c. Signed by the maker, with name and PTA 
region. 

d. With the time and microphone number on 
the top left-hand corner of motion slip 
written in by floor management. 

e. With the number of the resolution when 
pertaining to a resolution. 

3. Rules of debate: 
a. The chair shall recognize delegates 

speaking “for” and “against” motions in 
alternating order. In the event two 
individuals are both seeking recognition 
for the same purpose, the individual who 
was checked in by the microphone team 
earlier has priority. To check which 
delegate was checked in at an earlier time, 
the chair or any member (without needing 
to be recognized) could request a “time 
check.” If a “time check” is requested, the 
microphone attendants shall advise the 
chair of the time recorded in the 
microphone log. 

b. The original maker of the resolution shall 
be allowed to amend the resolution before 
speaking “for” the resolution, provided this 
amendment does not change the intent of 
the resolution. 

c. No subsidiary motions shall be in order 
until at least one delegate for and one 
delegate against the original resolution 
speaks, if they wish to do so (except that 
the original maker of the resolution may 
amend as per 3b). 

d. No motion shall be debated for more than 
ten (10) minutes, exclusive of all points of 
order and points of information. 

e. No resolution shall be on the floor for 
more than thirty (30) minutes, exclusive of 
all points of order and points of 
information. 

f. No update of a PTA position shall be on 
the floor for more than fifteen (15) 
minutes, exclusive of all points of order 
and points of information. 

g. No retention of a PTA position shall be on 
the floor for more than ten (10) minutes, 
exclusive of all points of order and points 
of information.  

h. The method of voting used shall be as the 
chair directs. 

i. The motion to stop debate shall not be 
moved by a delegate as part of the debate 
on the motion. 

j. No delegate may speak “for” or “against” a 
resolution for more than two (2) minutes at 
a time. 

k. No delegate will speak for the second time 
until all delegates seeking recognition have 
had the opportunity to speak. 

 

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 
1. Additional nominations from the floor: 

a. A two (2) minute nominating speech by a 
person of the candidate’s choosing, a three 
(3) minute acceptance speech, but no 
seconding speech shall be allowed. 

b. In the event there are nominations from the 
floor, there shall be a candidates’ forum at 
the close of the session in which the 
nominees have been nominated. 

2. Candidate’s Forum: 
A Candidates Forum will be conducted if 
more than one candidate is running for an 
elected office. The moderator for this forum 
will be chosen by the President. The length of 
the forum may vary depending upon the 
number of candidates. Each Candidate shall 
be entitled to the following:  

2-minutes opening statement  
1-minute response to questions  
2-minutes closing statement. 

3. Nominees from the floor who have given 
prior notice will furnish sufficient copies of 
the standardized biography form to the 
Nominating Committee Chair.  

4. Distribution of these standardized biography 
forms will be at the conclusion of the session 
in which nominees have been nominated 

5. The posting and distribution of campaign 
literature and/or materials, which must be 
pre-approved by the President in conjunction 
with the Convention Coordinator and the 
Election Chair, will be allowed ONLY in the 
designated campaign area located outside of 
the general session room.  

6. Elections: 
a. The vote shall be conducted by ballot. 

(NYS PTA Bylaws) 
b. When there is but one (1) candidate for 

an office, the ballot for that office may 
be dispensed with and election held by 
voice vote. A plurality vote shall be 
required for election. (NYS PTA 
Bylaws) 

c. Polls shall be open on Saturday 
November 9, 2019: First ballot 6:45 a.m.-
7:45 a.m.; Second ballot 12:30 p.m.-
2:30 p.m., if necessary; Third ballot times 
to be determined, if necessary. 
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d. The appropriate section of the voting card 
shall be submitted in return for a 
corresponding ballot. 

e. At least two members of the Elections 
Committee shall be present during the 
voting hours, and one person representing 
each candidate may also be present. 

f. No electioneering or distribution of any 
campaign material will be allowed in the 
election room and the election area, as 
determined by the Elections Committee.   

6. Vacancy created by the convention: 
a. If a vacancy in office has been created 

by the convention, the Nominating 
Committee shall be charged with 
submitting to the convention the name 
of a candidate for the office to be filled. 
(NYS PTA Bylaws) 

b. The election by the convention shall be 
by ballot from among the persons 
nominated by the Nominating 
Committee, or from the floor. (NYS 
PTA Bylaws) 

c. When there is but one (1) candidate for 
an office, the ballot for that office may 
be dispensed with and election held by 
voice vote. (NYS PTA Bylaws) 

7. If a candidate withdraws while a vote is in 
progress, the ballots cast already shall be 
destroyed, new ballots readied, and balloting 
will begin at the next election time or as 
indicated.  

8. All ballots shall be destroyed by the elections 
committee immediately following the last 
general session. 

 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

The Legislative Program, Basic Policy for 2019-
2020 is located in the convention folder. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 

1. The Resolutions Committee shall present to 
the convention delegate body only those 
resolutions recommended by the Executive 
Committee. 

2. Those resolutions not recommended or 
referred to committee shall not be presented 
without a two-thirds vote of the delegate 
body. 

3. Before the delegate body makes a 
determination whether or not to bring to the 
floor a proposed resolution that has been 
referred to committee or not recommended, 
the submitting group may speak for two (2) 
minutes to explain the reason for asking the 
delegate body to consider the resolution. 

4. Only the items headed “Resolved” are subject 
to amendment, and the responsibility of the 
New York State PTA is only to the resolves. 

5. Only proposed changes in updated 
resolutions may be debated or changed (not 
the whole resolution). 

6. The Resolutions Committee shall be 
authorized to correct punctuation and cross-
references in the resolutions adopted and to 
make such technical and conforming changes 
as may be necessary. 

 

PTA POLICY – INCLUDING UPDATES 
AND RETENTIONS 
1. After six (6) years and before seven (7) years, 

positions in the New York State PTA Where 
We Stand are studied by the Resolutions and 
Executive Committees of the New York State 
PTA for the purpose of updating, retaining or 
rescinding. 

2. Notice of the Committees’ recommendations 
is sent to units, councils and regions 60 days 
prior to Convention. 

3. Units, councils and regions may submit new 
or updated resolutions which can be debated 
amended, adopted or rejected. The deadline 
for submitting new and updated resolutions is 
April 1 of the convention year.  

4. Resolutions may originate with the 
Resolutions Committee or Executive 
Committee. 

5. Positions not updated by a unit, council or 
region, which are recommended for retention 
by the Resolutions Committee and the 
Executive Committee will be presented to the 
delegate body for its consideration for 
retention in the New York State PTA Where 
We Stand.  
a. Delegates may debate but cannot amend 

the motion to retain a position. 
b. Delegates may vote to retain a position as 

presented or vote to rescind it. 
6. A position that has been adopted or retained 

will be continued in the New York State PTA 
Where We Stand for another seven (7) years. 

7. Positions that are rescinded will be removed 
from the New York State PTA Where We 
Stand and placed in the historical files in the 
New York State PTA office. 

 

EMERGENCY RESOLUTIONS 

1. To be considered an emergency resolution 
the following conditions must exist: 
a. The need for legislation was not evident 

prior to April 1. 
b. Reaction to a recent event that warrants a 

definition of position that serves as a basis 
for PTA action. 

c. An event after April 1 pointed to the need 
for an immediate addition to PTA concerns 
listed in the Where We Stand. Emergency 
resolutions may be presented to the 
convention if received in the New York 
State PTA Office at least fifteen (15) 
business days prior to the opening of 
convention or, if the need is not known 
before the fifteen (15) business day 
deadline, to the Resolutions Coordinator 
prior to the opening of convention. 

2. The Executive Committee shall determine if 
the resolution truly represents an emergency. 

3.  An emergency resolution:  
a. Must be signed by the president or region 

director and secretary of the submitting 
body, which may be a unit, council, region 
or state PTA. 

b. Must be accompanied by background 
information to document each “Whereas” 
clause, in accordance with guidelines. 

c. Must be accepted by the Executive 
Committee before being presented to the 
delegate body. 

d. Must be duplicated by the submitting 
group in sufficient quantities for 
distribution to the delegate body. 

e. May be explained by the submitting group 
for two (2) minutes before the delegate 
body takes action. 

f. May be brought to the floor when moved 
by a delegate and seconded after the 
motion to discuss the emergency resolution 
has been approved. 

4. Supportive materials for emergency 
resolutions shall be handled the same as for 
any other resolution. 
a. Convention Coordinator must approve 

distribution of materials to the delegate 
body. 

b. The ushers will distribute supportive 
materials at the convention room door. 

 

STATEMENTS OF CONCERN 

1. Statements of Concern are solely the opinion 
of the individual or submitting group. They 
are not to be construed to be the position of 
the New York State PTA. 

2. The time limit for a Statement of Concern is 
two (2) minutes. 

3. A printed Statement of Concern shall be 
given to the Secretary before the statement is 
read. The statement is to be attached to the 
minutes of Convention. The statement must 
contain the printed name of the individual or 
group submitting. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF PRINTED 
MATERIALS 
1. Any voting delegate who wishes to have 

printed material distributed either for or 
against any proposed resolution or updated 
resolution must submit three (3) copies of 
same to the New York State PTA Office, c/o 
Convention Coordinator, no later than fifteen 
(15) business days before the opening of 
convention. 

2. A copy of any printed material, which is 
supportive of any proposed resolution, should 
also be sent to the contact person listed with 
that resolution no later than fifteen (15) 
business days before the opening of 
convention for the contact person’s 
information. 

3. Any material supportive of positions to be 
retained should be sent to the Resolutions 
Coordinator no later than fifteen (15) 
business days before the opening of 
convention. 

4. Once permission is granted to distribute 
material at convention, it will be the 
obligation of that delegate to supply the 
copies in a manner stipulated at the time. 

5. Every paper distributed must state the voting 
delegate’s name and address and name of 
unit, council or region affiliation. 

 

Convention Rules Committee: 
Helen Hoffman, Chair 
Tammy Dodge 
Lori Fontana 
Janet Huie 
Laurie May 
Jackie Wilson 
Lorey Zaman
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Convention Registration Information 
Deadlines 
No advance registrations accepted after October 7, 2019. Registrations after that date will be processed on-site only. 
Registrations/reservations canceled, in writing, prior to October 7, 2019 will receive a full refund, less a $25.00 processing fee. 
No refunds will be given for cancellations received after October 7, 2019 or for no-shows. 

Credit Card/Check Payments 
All event registrations must be paid in advance via credit card or by sending a check for the total as indicated in the online 
registration confirmation. If you need assistance making a credit card payment after you have submitted an online registration, 
please call the state business office for assistance.  

Purchase Orders 
Purchase orders are not accepted. 

 
Hotel Reservation Information 

 
Hotel Reservations are to be made on your own (under NYS PTA room block) at the DoubleTree by 
Hilton in Tarrytown. Reserve before October 7, 2019 at the room rate of $164/night, per room (not per 
person); use code: PTA. 
 

Reservations are to be made directly through the hotel booking site before October 7, 2019: 
 

Tarrytown.DoubleTree.com 
DoubleTree by Hilton 
455 South Broadway 
Tarrytown, NY 10591 

Reservations: 800-474-4260 
 

Parking is available at no charge in the parking lot of the DoubleTree. 
 

If your PTA region, unit or council is responsible for your overnight expenses, please present your PTA 
tax exempt form at time of check in to have room tax removed.  
 

All meetings, workshops, sessions, meals and other planned activities for the NYS PTA Annual 
Convention are being held at the DoubleTree. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Registration inquiries must be directed to NYS PTA at 518-452-8808. 

Hotel reservations and inquiries must be directed to the DoubleTree. 
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2019 NYS PTA Online Registration 
 

 
 
 

Sign up for workshops on a first come, first served basis. 
Credit card payment available through online event registration. 

Checks can be mailed to:  NYS PTA, One Wembley Court, Albany NY 12205 

 
Event Registration deadline October 7, 2019 - Hotel reservations are separate and on your own 
 

Package (all fees include event T-shirt)         PTA Member       Student 

A)  Total Conference (All Meals & Conference fees)    $351.00   $343.00 

B)  Saturday only (All Saturday Meals & Conference fees)    $265.00  $259.00 

C)  Saturday Day Tripper (Saturday Lunch only & Conference fees)   $169.00   $165.00 

D)  Saturday Workshop & Sessions only (No Meals)*    $156.00   $153.00 

E)   Friday Workshop & Session only (No Meals)*      $63.00    $62.00 

F)   Sunday Workshop & Fireside Chat only (No Meals)*      $63.00     $62.00 

* Meals can be added ala carte to package at additional cost (see below) 
 

After October 7, 2019, on-site registration only, at an additional $25 of registration fees listed  
 
Ala Carte Meals (if not Total Conference Registration)  
 

o Friday General Dinner         $51.00 
o Friday Empire State PTSA Dinner (ESPTSA members only)      $51.00 
o Saturday Diversity and Inclusion Breakfast       $35.00 
o Saturday General Lunch; Counterpart Lunch                    $42.00 
o Saturday President to Presidents Luncheon (unit/council presidents only)   $42.00 
o Saturday Banquet          $61.00 

Please choose one of the following banquet meal choices:    

  � Beef      � Chicken    � Vegan 
 

o Sunday General Breakfast          $35.00 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Event Fee Cancellation / Refund Policy   -   REGISTRATION DEADLINE: OCTOBER 7, 2019 

 

 Event registration and payment must be received prior to the registration deadline. 
 Registrants that have paid in full and cancel before the registration deadline will receive a full refund, less $25 processing fee. 
 Registrants canceling before the deadline, that have not paid their registration fee, will be billed $25 processing fee. 
 Upon receipt of event registration, registrant is responsible for the full event fee whether they attend or not. No refunds will be given for 

cancellations received after the registration deadline or for no-shows. 
 Registrants will be billed for any unpaid amounts due. 
 Registrants may send a replacement at no additional charge. 
 Registrants or replacements that do not show up to the event will not receive a refund. 
 Registrations received after the registration deadline will only be handled as on-site registrations. 
 No hotel rooms guaranteed for on-site registrations.  

            

 

No advance registrations accepted after October 7, 2019. Registrations after that date will be processed 

on‐site only. The hotel cannot guarantee overnight rooms for on‐site registrations. 

Register Online at: www.nyspta.org 


