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New York State Congress of Parents and Teachers, Inc. 

2021 NYS PTA Annual Convention 
 

Dear PTA Members, 
 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the New York State PTA, it is our pleasure to invite you to the historic 

125th New York State PTA Convention in Syracuse, New York, November 19-21, 2021. We are optimistic that this 

year’s convention will be both an in-person as well as virtual event that will reconnect old friends and bring new 

friends from all over the state together to focus on improving the education, health, and well-being of children. 

Convention will give PTA members opportunities to: 
 

• Meet, share experiences and best practices, and develop relationships with other delegates to advocate for 

children locally and statewide 
• Elect new state officers 
• Vote to adopt new resolutions, and retire, retain, or update existing resolutions that have been long 

held by our association as the framework of our advocacy efforts 
• Hear from a National PTA representative and other dynamic keynote speakers 
• Participate in motivating and informative workshops that will give you additional tools for your toolbox, 

increase your understanding of complex education issues, broaden your view, and inspire you to advocate 

on behalf of all children 
• Visit the exhibitor showcase, with giveaways galore, and shop at our PTA Store 
• Enjoy an amazing experience at an exciting, newly renovated venue, or join us virtually, your participation 

puts the “A” in PTA advocacy! 
 

As PTA members, we proudly belong to the oldest and largest volunteer child advocacy association in the world.  
 

The theme for the 2021 Convention, “Celebrate and Advocate, Shining a Light on Every Child” reflects our 

steadfast belief in our mission for children and recognizes that a uniquely talented, well-informed membership, 

committed to working collaboratively with our educational partners, ignites ideas, effects positive change, and 

inspires others! 
 

We look forward to celebrating and advocating with you at the Downtown Marriott in Syracuse! 
 

Sincerely,  
 

 

 

Dana Platin       Laurie May 

NYS PTA President      2021 Convention Coordinator  
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Draft Convention Schedule at a Glance 

 

 

 

 chedule 

 

Friday, November 19           Schedule subject to change 

3:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  

Exhibitors (in-person and virtual)  

PTA Store (in-person) 
 

3:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  

Registration/Information (in-person) 

First Timers’ Table (in-person) 

 

 

3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

Dedicated Exhibitor time (in-person and 

virtual) 
 

5:30 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.  

IN-PERSON Workshop Session 1 
 

 

6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  

‘A Celebration of PTA’ (in-person) with 
Dinner and Exhibitor Giveaways  

 

7:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.  

General Session I 
 

 

Saturday, November 20            Schedule subject to change 

6:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.  

Electronic voting  
 

7:45 a.m. – 8:45 a.m.  

Breakfast: Diversity, Equity, and 

Inclusion (in-person) 
 

7:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

Registration/Information (in-person) 

First Timers’ Table (in-person)  

PTA Store (in-person) 

Exhibitors (in-person and virtual) 
 

8:45 a.m. – 9:15 p.m.  

Dedicated Exhibitor time (in-person and 

virtual) - (prize drawing at 9:00am) 
 

8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.  

VIRTUAL Workshop Session A 

 
 

 

9:15 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.  

VIRTUAL Workshop Session B 
 

9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  

IN-PERSON Workshop Session 2 
 

10:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

General Session II 
 

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.  

Dedicated Exhibitor time 

       (special prize drawing at 12:45pm)  
 

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  

Lunch (General Delegates) (in-person) 

President to Presidents Lunch (in-person) 
 

1:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  

VIRTUAL Workshop Session C 
 

 
 

 

 

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

Dedicated Exhibitor time (in-person 

and virtual) - (prize drawing at 2:45pm) 
 

2:15 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.  

VIRTUAL Workshop Session D 
 

3:15 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.  

General Session III 
 

4:45 p.m.  

First Timers Photo (in-person) 
 

7:00 p.m.  

125th Anniversary Celebration: 

Celebrate to Advocate  

Reception, Dinner, and 

Post-Dinner Celebration  

(in-person) 
 

Sunday, November 21            Schedule subject to change

   7:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.  

General Breakfast: Brainstorming 

PTA Topics (in-person) 

Empire State PTSA Breakfast & 

Annual Business Meeting                  

(in-person) 

     

    

   
 

 

8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.  

VIRTUAL Workshop Session E 
 

9:15 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.  

VIRTUAL Workshop Session F 
 

9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  

IN-PERSON Workshop Session 3 

 

10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  

General Session IV 
 

11:30 a.m.  

Convention concludes 
 

12:00 p.m.  

Hotel check out (in-person) 

 

Virtual Exhibit Hall opens November 19, and will remain available for 12 months 

Virtual Exhibit Hall opens November 19, and will remain available for 12 months 

Denotes IN-PERSON attendees; Denotes VIRTUAL attendees; Denotes ALL attendees 

Virtual Exhibit Hall opens November 19, and will remain available for 12 months 
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National PTA Representative 

 

Anna King 

National PTA President 

Anna King has over 20 years of leadership experience at all levels of PTA, 

including Oklahoma PTA President. She was elected President-Elect of 

National PTA in June 2019 and became President in June 2021. 

At the local level, she serves as a secretary for the Douglass High School 

PTSA and is a Board Member of the Douglass Law and Public Safety 

Academy. She loves volunteering in the high school in her community and 

working beside the students as they use their voices for change. 

In addition to PTA, Anna is also involved in many community activities, 

she is the OK-MDA School Safety co-lead, member of the WestEd 

Advisory Board and equity advisory member for the Oklahoma State Department of Education. 

She and her husband Glenn are co-owners of a family mobile catering business. Anna is a dedicated and passionate 

child advocate and is a mother of three and proud Nana of ten. She believes everything is possible for all children 

and being an inclusive association is key to better serve the many families and communities across the country. 
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Keynote Speaker 
 

 

Dr. Betty A. Rosa  

Commissioner of Education & President of the 

University of the State of New York  
 

Dr. Betty A. Rosa is the Commissioner of Education and President of the 

University of the State of New York. Dr. Rosa was appointed as Interim 

Commissioner on August 11, 2020 by the Board of Regents where she 

served as the Chancellor. Dr. Rosa was elected by her Board of Regents 

colleagues as Chancellor in March 2016 and re-elected for a second term in 

2019. She was first elected to the Board of Regents for a five-year term in 

2008, as the Regent for the Twelfth Judicial District (Bronx County), then 

re-elected for a second term in 2013 and a third term in 2018. 
 

Dr. Rosa is a nationally recognized education leader and received an Ed. M. and Ed. D. in Administration, Planning 

and Social Policy from Harvard University. She also holds two other Master of Science in Education degrees, one 

in Administration and Supervision and the other in Bilingual Education from the City College of New York and 

Lehman College, respectively, and a B.A. in psychology from the City College of New York. She has more than 30 

years of instructional and administrative experience with an expertise in inclusive education, cooperative teaching 

models, student achievement, and policy implementation. 
 

Dr. Rosa began her career in the NYC Department of Education as a bilingual paraprofessional, teacher, and 

reading coordinator, served as an assistant principal and principal in special education, introduced an integrated 

linguistic model in developing a multilingual and multicultural school for general and special education 

populations, was principal of I.S. 218, a full-service community school in partnership with the Children’s Aid 

Society in District 6, and developed and implemented the Office of Conflict Resolution for the NYC Division of 

Special Education. In 1998, Dr. Rosa was appointed to the position of Superintendent of Community School 

District 8 in the Bronx and later appointed to serve as the Senior Superintendent of the Bronx. One of the schools 

Dr. Rosa founded as superintendent, M.S. 101 (Maritime Academy for Science and Technology), became the top 

ranked middle school in the City of New York based on New York State examination results. She has taught 

graduate level education courses including Education of Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Exceptional 

Children, Due Process: Law and the Handicapped, and Applied and Action Research for Doctoral Students, has 

served on dissertation committees, and is an executive coach for doctoral students. 
 

Since 2015, Dr. Rosa has been honored with the Champions of Education Leadership Award from the Alliance for 

Quality Education, Woman of the Year Award from the New York League of Puerto Rican Women, Heimlich 

Community Service Award from the Ben Franklin Reform Democratic Club, Transformative Education Leadership 

Award from the International Chartership High School, Education Leadership Award from the National Puerto 

Rican Day Parade, Leadership in Education Award from the Association of Dominican-American Supervisors and 

Administrators, Women of Distinction Award from the Bronx Chamber of Commerce, and the Latina of the Year 

Award from the New York State Assembly and Senate’s Puerto Rican/Hispanic Task Force. 
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Keynote Speaker 
 

Jennifer Wolfe 

2021 New York State Teacher of the Year  
 

Ms. Jennifer Wolfe is a National Board-Certified teacher in Adolescent and Young 

Adult Social Studies. She is a previous recipient of the New York State High School 

Social Studies Teacher of the Year Award, three Fulbright Scholarships including the 

Fulbright Teacher Exchange at Teesside Preparatory in the United Kingdom, and an 

honorary doctorate from Union College. 

 

Ms. Wolfe currently teaches 9th grade Pre-Advanced Placement World History and 

Advanced Placement Human Geography. She is the Director of the Long Island 

National Board Network providing leadership and support to teachers working 

toward the profession’s highest certification. 

 

Ms. Wolfe co-created the Long Island Teacher Leadership Powered by Teach to Lead Conference, bringing 

together educators to work with national, state and local leaders on special projects for their districts.  

 

From 2015-2018, Jennifer worked as Oceanside’s Improvement Lead on the $95,000 Network to Transform 

Teaching Grant, awarded to her district from the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards. One of the 

grant projects was the subject of an article she co-wrote for Learning Forward titled Bridging Silos: Novices 

Partner with Veteran Teachers on the Path to Board Certification published in August 2016. 

 

In the coming year, Ms. Wolfe will serve as an ambassador for teachers throughout the state and will be the New 

York State nominee for the National Teacher of the Year. 
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Convention Information 

 
In-Person Workshops 
There are three in-person workshop sessions scheduled. 

Workshop Session 1, Friday, 5:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. 

Workshop Session 2, Saturday, 9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.  

Workshop Session 3, Sunday, 9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 

Pre-selection is required to allow for ample seating. The 

earlier you register, the better your opportunity will be to 

receive your choice of workshops. Some workshops have a 

limited number of seats, so register early! Every effort is 

made to assign your first choice of workshop.  
 

Virtual Workshops 
There are six virtual workshops scheduled: 

Workshop Session A, Saturday, 8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 

Workshop Session B, Saturday, 9:15 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. 

Workshop Session C, Saturday, 1:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Workshop Session D, Saturday, 2:15 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. 

Workshop Session E, Sunday, 8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 

Workshop Session F, Sunday, 9:15 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.  

Log in information will be emailed the week of Convention. 
 

NOTE: All In-Person AND Virtual Workshops will be 

available On Demand after Convention on the NYS PTA 

website. 
 

Exhibitors and Sponsors 
Please take this opportunity to visit and thank our exhibitors 

and sponsors - their participation is vital to the success of 

our convention! In-person Exhibitor hours: Friday 3:00 p.m. 

- 7:30 p.m. and Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

In exciting news! Our Virtual Exhibit Hall will be open 24 

hours a day, 7 days a week for a full year. 
 

In-Person PTA Store 
You will find exciting new items along with your old 

favorites such as pins, mugs, totes and PTA apparel. Our 

staff of volunteers will be happy to assist you. All purchases 

are payable by check or cash. (Please remember PTA 

checks require two (2) signatures.) PTA Store hours: Friday 

3:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. and Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

(closed Sunday). 
 

Information and First Timers 
If this is your first in person state convention, our 

Information and First Timers’ sections on the NYS PTA 

Convention portal is where you can visit to get your 

questions answered. In-person attendees can also visit the 

First Timers table Friday 3:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. and 

Saturday 7:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.                      

 

 
 

 

Poster Contest Display  
Visit our first-ever in person display of student artwork 

from the PTA Convention Poster Contest. A collection of 

the NYS PTA contest winners will be on display Friday 

3:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. and Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 

Diversity Breakfast: A Focus on 

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
In PTA, we believe that a diverse and inclusive association 

is essential to creating organizations where families and 

stakeholders feel welcomed and valued. Join us for this 

interactive panel and discussion, as we focus on an 

institution-wide commitment that addresses diversity, 

equity, learning, and meaningful student success. Together, 

we’ll explore critical questions and formulate action-

oriented strategies that make excellence inclusive for all 

students through sustainable and measurable school and 

family engagement practices in partnership with school 

districts and state leadership.  

This featured in-person breakfast on Saturday is included 

with some registration packages, or may be purchased ala 

carte with other registration packages. 
 

Presidents to Presidents Luncheon 
If you are a unit or council president and wish to attend the 

in-person Presidents to Presidents Luncheon on Saturday, 

please be sure to register accordingly. National PTA 

President Anna King and NYS PTA President Dana Platin 

will join the local presidents at lunch and answer your 

questions. You must be pre-registered and a Unit/Council 

President to attend this luncheon. Please note, President 

Dana Platin will be hosting a virtual President to Presidents 

Zoom; stay tuned for more details. 
 

125th Anniversary Celebration 
Join us in-person Saturday evening as we ‘Celebrate to 

Advocate’! Celebration to include Reception, Dinner and 

Post-Dinner fun. This featured Anniversary Celebration on 

Saturday is included with some registration packages, or 

may be purchased ala carte with other registration packages. 
 

Convention Video 
Are you new to attending Convention or would you like to 

know what to expect before you arrive? Our Convention 

video will help prepare you for Convention in Syracuse and 

explain the important role you will play. 

Denotes IN-PERSON attendees; Denotes VIRTUAL attendees; Denotes ALL attendees 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ICx5h9BAYb0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ICx5h9BAYb0
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New York State PTA is now an approved provider of Continuing Teacher and  

Leader Education (CTLE) for education professionals! 
Workshops meeting CTLE criteria are indicated in the workshop description. Educators attending  

CTLE workshops will be sent necessary documentation from NYS PTA after Convention. 

 

In-Person Workshops  

Friday, November 19, 2021 
 

Session 1: 5:30 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.  

101 Treasurer’s Tools 
It's all about the dollars and sense! We will discuss a variety of topics for treasurers and units related to the use of their funds 

including 501(c)(3) responsibilities, audits and grants. Questions welcome! 
 

102   How to Host a Legislation Event: Open the Door to Advocacy! 

Learn the steps to hosting an informative legislative forum. How to bring together legislators, educators, and PTA members to 

discuss "hot topics" in education. We will discuss best practices for hosting a legislative event in person and virtually.  
 

103   MemberHub Store - Selling, Fulfilling, Accounting 
This brand-new workshop is geared to PTA Leaders who are considering or currently using the MH Store to sell online 

membership, spirit wear and other products. We will cover how to create products and include options such as size, color, etc., 

as well as delivery information. Learn how to keep your store clean from year-to-year and best practices for how to summarize 

Payout Reports in a way that your Treasurer will appreciate! 
 

104 Current Perspectives in PTA Service in Urban and Rural Communities  

         (CTLE credit available) 
Urban and rural communities present their own unique differences as well as similarities in relation to children's education and 

well-being. This workshop will address PTA's significant role in serving and advocating for children and families in their 

communities. 
 

105 Virtual Member Drives & Tools  
Social media platforms, such as Facebook, and online tools, like MemberHub, are so valuable to your PTA. In this workshop, 

we will focus on Virtual Membership Drives. We will discuss what Facebook algorithms mean for your PTA page, useful tips 

for posting, ideas for creating bundles and best practices. 
 

106 Ice Breakers and Meeting Makers 
An interactive session with activities and materials to take home that will help you to enliven meetings, make new members 

feel welcome and manage discussions in a creative way. 
 

107   Teacher Talk: Building Relationships Through Effective Communication  
            (CTLE credit available) 
A good relationship with your child's teachers is a key element to success. But how can you get on the same page for the sake 

of your child? To help lay the groundwork for great parent-teacher relationships, learn some tips for how to communicate 

effectively with teachers, from two teachers. 
 

New York State PTA is now an approved  
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New York State PTA is now an approved provider of Continuing Teacher and  

Leader Education (CTLE) for education professionals! 
Workshops meeting CTLE criteria are indicated in the workshop description. Educators attending  

CTLE workshops will be sent necessary documentation from NYS PTA after Convention. 

 

 In-Person Workshops  

Saturday, November 20, 2021 
 

Session 2: 9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  

201 Hot Topics in Education: Schools Reopened, Now What? (CTLE credit available) 
With schools now open, we will hit on hot topics and successful strategies to support ALL students.  
 

202 President to President Roundtable  
Join NYS PTA President, Dana Platin, for an informal chat and roundtable discussion. This will be an opportunity to have your 

questions answered and to share your successes and challenges. This workshop is for unit and council presidents only.     
 

203 Road to Resolutions: An Adventure in Advocacy          
Join us as we uncover the mystery of where Resolutions come from. Choose your own adventure: research clues to solve your 

problem, gather support and allies, and join us on an advocacy journey. 
 

204 MemberHub Communications - Creating Newsletters that Stand Out!  

MH21 introduced a new newsletter option in the Communications Module. This brand-new workshop will show how you can 

use Newsletters to create eye-catching communications that are sure to get clicked! 
 

205 Today's PTA: Representing the Diversity of Your School and Community 

         (CTLE credit available) 
How can PTA fulfill its mission assuring we represent and support EVERY child? Recruiting and mentoring future PTA 

leaders who reflect the diversity of our school and community are significant in shaping PTA's valuable impact on children and 

families. 
 

 

206 Diversity and Inclusion presented by National PTA President Anna King 

Topic to include Diversity and Inclusion. Further detail coming soon. 
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New York State PTA is now an approved provider of Continuing Teacher and  

Leader Education (CTLE) for education professionals! 
Workshops meeting CTLE criteria are indicated in the workshop description. Educators attending  

CTLE workshops will be sent necessary documentation from NYS PTA after Convention. 

 

 In-Person Workshops  

Sunday, November 21, 2021 
 

Session 3: 9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  

301 Conflict and Resolutions 
Ideas on how to deal with conflicts and how to resolve situations in your PTA. 
 

302 How to Run an Effective Meeting 
It is important for a presiding officer to be aware of the correct procedures when chairing a meeting. Knowing how to run a 

meeting in the proper way ensures that all business will be addressed and all members will have the opportunity to participate. 

Experience how a meeting should be run, and how to manage some of the common challenges that a presiding officer will 

encounter. 
 

303 The Color of Personality 

Orange. Gold. Blue. Green. What color are you? Learn to identify the strengths and challenges of these four basic personality 

types and how they can complement each other, to build a team of exceptional leaders. 
 

304 Stages of Transition in Special Education - Different Needs for Different Ages  

          (CTLE credit available) 
From Early Intervention to graduation and all of the ages and stages in between, this workshop will discuss what to expect 

during these various transitions. Attendees will be given resources and suggestions on how to best support their children's 

needs and advocate for a successful future. 
 

305 A Legacy of Empowerment: Using Lessons of the Past to Guide the PTAs of Today and 

Tomorrow  
Over the past 125 years, PTA has been the foremost organization for meaningful family engagement. This workshop will 

explore how historical PTA positions and initiatives can help shape the work of PTAs present and future. Specifically, we will 

discuss how the lessons of PTA's past can strengthen our efforts to deal with current issues and enhance the success of units 

and councils in meeting the needs of the parents and families they seek to serve in their communities. 
 

306 Investing in Your Future Leaders: Why Youth Members are Important 
This workshop will discuss why including youth in your unit is important, share ideas on how to recruit youth members and 

how to mentor these future PTA leaders. 
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Virtual Workshops  

Saturday, November 20, 2021 
 

Session A: 8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 
A1 The Membership Playbook 
Based on our 6 weeks of unit training we've put together a membership playbook that covers: Tips and Tricks, NYS PTA FB 

group, Membership Bundles, Community & Business Membership, Ideas to Grow Membership, Website Resources, Awards, 

Success Stories.  

A2 Interpreting Your Region Bylaws for Region Board Members  
What do your Bylaws actually say? This workshop will delve into the Region Bylaws and help region board members 

understand what the various provisions mean.     

 

Session B: 9:15 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. 
B1 A Focus on Student Mental Health: A Meaningful Conversation Between School 

Counselors and Families 
Your child’s school counselor is a critical school related professional that is focused on your child’s physical, mental, and 

social health. This collaborative conversation with practicing NYS School Counselors will highlight questions parents and 

families should have with their school counselor. We will discuss signs and symptoms of mental health and health crisis, and 

give unit leaders homework on the conversations they need to have with their PTA in the schools to help every child.  
 

B2 Interpreting Your Unit & Council Bylaws  
What do your Bylaws actually say? This workshop will delve into the Unit & Council Bylaws to help you understand what the 

various provisions mean.       

 

Session C: 1:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  
C1 Bylaws and Procedures - Navigating the "Rules" 
It is critical that members are familiar with their bylaws.  Bylaws are "rules" that must be followed and are critical when it 

comes to meetings, elections and finances.  Procedures work in conjunction with the bylaws to specify how the unit will 

conduct business throughout the year.  We will review important parts of the unit bylaws and the "How to" for creating a unit 's 

procedures. 
 

C2 Don't Blow a Gasket: The Art of Delegation and Time Management 
This workshop will go through the importance of delegation of tasks in PTA to aid in avoiding burnout. In addition, effective 

delegation techniques will be discussed. This workshop will also cover time management skills to help you make the most of 

your volunteering hours.     

 

Session D: 2:15 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.  
D1 Welcome Back to the Live and In-Person World 
Now that we are starting to go back to 'normal' it would be helpful to start getting used to live meetings. We'll give you some 

helpful tips on how to acclimate back to the new normal.  
 

D2 Change - An Opportunity for Growth 
In PTA, change isn't always easy when "we've always done it that way!"; however, if there is anything we have learned 

recently, change is inevitable. Together, we will look at ways to help one another embrace change and move forward together. 
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Virtual Workshops 

Sunday, November 20, 2021 
 

Session E: 8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.  

E1 How to Have Fun with your Art and Literacy Programs!  
In this workshop we will discuss the importance of the Arts and Literacy; and how to make it fun and exciting for students, 

families, and communities. It shouldn't be just another project, but spark joy in the student.  Creativity and imagination are 

important aspects of life and important in both areas. We will also discuss how to involve families and community in your 

events.  
 

E2 A is for Audit  
PTA bylaws indicate when an audit is to be made, its procedure, and when it should be reported to the membership. It is the 

obligation of each Unit/Council to certify the accuracy of its finances. This assures the membership the resources and funds are 

being managed in a business-like manner within the established procedures. 
 

 

Session F: 9:15 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.  

F1 Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
Learns what these mean and applying them to your PTA. What is diversity? What is inclusion? What is equity?  
 

F2 PTA Connected 
PTA Connected strives to help children act safely, responsibly and thoughtfully online. National PTA has been a partner to 

parents on digital parenting topics for over 5 years, exploring in-depth the issues that are on the minds of today’s families, and 

connecting parents with tools, research and supports to make the best decisions for their children. Connect to programs that 

create an informed space for families and communities to discuss digital safety in a judgement-free zone, helping to establish 

healthy digital behaviors and well-being. Connect with each other as we navigate and adapt together to build and grow as a 

digital community. Connect to best practices, expert resources and tools that provide parents with the information they are 

looking for on how to have conversations with their children about living a healthy and safe life online. 

 

 

 

On Demand Workshops 

All recorded In-Person AND Virtual Workshops will be available 

after Convention on the NYS PTA website. 
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Elections and Voting 2021 
 

New York State PTA Bylaws Article XVI 

Each local PTA in good standing as of September 1, 2021, shall be entitled to be represented at the Annual Convention by its 

president or alternate and one (1) delegate. Local PTAs with a membership of over one hundred (100) shall be entitled to one 

(1) delegate for each additional one hundred (100) members or a major fraction thereof as shown on the books of the New 

York State PTA as of June 30, 2021. Each council in good standing as of September 1, 2021, shall be entitled to be represented 

by its president or alternate. Each Region PTA shall be entitled to be represented at the annual convention by its region director 

or alternate. Each region shall be entitled to six (6) additional voting delegates who shall be region board members. The 

selection of these six (6) delegates shall be governed by the region accrediting such delegates. 

New York State PTA Bylaws Article VIII 

The proposed nominating committee’s candidate slate shall be posted on the NYS PTA website by June 1. Additional 

nominations may be made by the membership at large, provided that written consent of the nominee has been secured. A copy 

of the qualifications of any candidate to be nominated by the membership at large must be received by the chair of the 

nominating committee by September 15.   

** Please send a copy of the qualifications of any candidate to be nominated from the floor to the state office: 

NYS PTA ~ One Wembley Court ~ Albany, NY 12205-3830 

Attn: Alaina Rullo, Nominating Committee Chair 

Article VIII-Officers: Elections and Vacancies (as it pertains to eligibility for office) 

Section 6. To be eligible for election as an officer, except for the office of President, a member shall have served at least two 

(2) years on the Board of Directors of the New York State PTA OR shall have served at least one (1) year on the Board of 

Directors and at least two (2) years as a Region Director or Specialist. 
 

Section 8. No person under the age of 18 years shall be eligible to serve in the office of president, (recording) secretary, or 

treasurer. 

Election of NYS PTA Officers 

Voting delegates participate in the election of the leadership of our state PTA. All candidates must be formally nominated at 

Convention either by the Nominating Committee or from the floor. The Nominating Committee will present the following slate 

of officers: 

Vice President ............Kelly Short 

Vice President ............Lucille Vitale 

Treasurer ....................Patty Frazier 
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Hotel Reservation Information 
 
Hotel Reservations are to be made on your own (under NYS PTA room block) at the Marriott Syracuse Downtown, 

using the hotel booking link below. Reserve before October 14, 2021 at the room rate of $159/night, per Standard 

room (not per person). Other room types available at additional costs. 
 

Marriott Syracuse Downtown 

100 East Onondaga Street 

Syracuse, NY 13202 

Hotel Phone Number: 315-474-2424 

Check in: 4:00 pm; Check out: 12:00 pm 
 

 

CLICK HERE TO MAKE YOUR HOTEL RESERVATION 
 

For any issues using this booking link, please call the hotel and ask for the Group Rooms Coordinator. 
 

Parking is available at a discounted fee of $5.00 per car, per night, in the adjacent parking lot. 
 

If your PTA region, unit, or council is responsible for your overnight expenses, please present your PTA 

unit check with two signatures, and your unit tax exempt form with the same name, at time of check in to 

have room tax removed.  
 

All meetings, workshops, sessions, meals and other planned activities for the NYS PTA Annual 

Convention are being held at the Marriott. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Convention Registration Information 

COVID-19 Precautions 

It is likely that we may have to implement certain COVID precautions at Convention based on the NYS DOH and/or Onondaga 

County Large Gathering Guidance in effect at the time of our event. These may include precautions such as display of the 

state’s excelsior pass or CDC vaccine card, proof of negative rapid/PCR testing for those unvaccinated, mandatory masking 

indoors, social distancing, and/or other mitigation strategies. Unfortunately, we do not yet know what these precautions will 

entail. When decided, if you are uncomfortable with the strategies required, you may opt to move your in-person registration to 

a virtual registration, and we will process a refund of the difference.  

Deadlines 

No advance registrations accepted after October 14, 2021. Registrations after that date will be processed on-site only. 

Registrations/reservations canceled, in writing, prior to October 14, 2021 will receive a full refund, less a $25.00 processing 

fee. No refunds will be given for cancellations received after October 14, 2021 or for no-shows. 

Credit Card/Check Payments 

All event registrations must be paid in advance via credit card or by sending a check for the total as indicated in the online 

registration confirmation. If you need assistance making a credit card payment after you have submitted an online registration, 

please call the state business office for assistance.  

Purchase Orders 

Purchase orders are not accepted. 

Registration inquiries must be directed to NYS PTA at 518-452-8808. 

Hotel reservations and inquiries must be directed to the Marriott. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdoubletree3.hilton.com%2Fen%2Fhotels%2Fnew-york%2Fdoubletree-by-hilton-hotel-tarrytown-TERHIDT%2Findex.html&data=02%7C01%7CJessie.Succoso%40hilton.com%7C9e774c8e41d64e91265008d5feafec37%7C660292d2cfd54a3db7a7e8f7ee458a0a%7C0%7C0%7C636694953895866282&sdata=EpSOobPFtl9vTuiwfKJKAOsw5XkMHlka6bPmh7emLa8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1617042843508&key=GRP&app=resvlink
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2021 NYS PTA Online Registration 
 

 

 

 

Sign up for workshops on a first come, first served basis. 

Credit card payment available through online event registration. 

Checks can be mailed to:  NYS PTA, One Wembley Court, Albany NY 12205 

 

Event Registration deadline October 14, 2021 - Hotel reservations are separate and on your own 
 

Package (all fees include event T-shirt; T-shirt for in person only)        PTA Member        

A)  Total Conference (All Meals & Conference fees)      $325.00   

B)  Saturday only (All Saturday Meals & Conference fees)     $250.00  

C)  Saturday Day Tripper (Saturday Lunch only & Conference fees)    $175.00 

D) Conference only (Workshop & Sessions, Friday-Sunday) (No Meals)*    $150.00   

E)   Virtual participation only          $75.00  
   

* Meals can be added ala carte to package at additional cost (see below) 

 

After October 14, 2021, On-site registration* only, at an additional $25 of registration fees listed  

*On-site registration will not be credentialed for voting 
 

Ala Carte Meals (if not Total Conference Registration)  
 

o Friday General Dinner         $42.00 

o Saturday Diversity and Inclusion Breakfast       $25.00 

o Saturday General Lunch                       $30.00 

o Saturday President to Presidents Luncheon (unit/council presidents only)   $30.00 

o Saturday Banquet **          $60.00 
 

**Please choose one of the following banquet meal choices: 
   

   Beef       Chicken     Vegan 
 

o Sunday General Breakfast             $25.00  

o Sunday Empire State PTSA Breakfast (ESPTSA member only)     $25.00 
 

 

 

 

 
Event Fee Cancellation / Refund Policy   -   REGISTRATION DEADLINE: OCTOBER 14, 2021 

 

• Event registration and payment must be received prior to the registration deadline. 

• In-person registrants that have paid in full and cancel before the registration deadline will receive a full refund, less $25 processing fee. 

• In-person registrants canceling before the deadline, that have not paid their registration fee, will be billed $25 processing fee. 

• Upon receipt of event registration, In-person registrant is responsible for the full event fee whether they attend or not. No refunds will be given 

for cancellations received after the registration deadline or for no-shows. 

• In-person registrants will be billed for any unpaid amounts due. 

• In-person registrants may send a replacement at no additional charge. 

• In-person registrants or replacements that do not show up to the event will not receive a refund. 

• In-person registrations received after the registration deadline will only be handled as on-site registrations. 

• No hotel rooms guaranteed for on-site registrations.  

• Virtual registration is final upon submission. No refunds will be given for not viewing any/all portions of the conference. 

   

No advance registrations accepted after October 14, 2021. Registrations after that date will be processed 

on-site only. The hotel cannot guarantee overnight rooms for on-site registrations. 

Register Online at: www.nyspta.org 


