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What is family engagement to you?





https://picnh.org/resources/fami
ly-engagement/

https://picnh.org/resources/family-engagement/


CT government
Family Engagement is a full, equal, 
and equitable partnership among 
families, educators and community 
partners to promote children's 
learning and development from birth 
through college and career.



NAFSCE
•Family engagement is a shared responsibility in which schools and 
other community agencies and organizations are committed to 
reaching out to engage families in meaningful ways and in which 
families are committed to actively supporting their children's 
learning and development.

•Family engagement is continuous across a child’s life and entails 
enduring commitment but changing parent roles as children mature 
into young adulthood.

•Effective family engagement cuts across and reinforces learning in 
the multiple settings where children learn- at home, in 
prekindergarten programs, in school, in after school programs, in 
faith-based institutions, and in the community.



Head Start
Family engagement is a collaborative and strengths-based process 
through which early childhood professionals, families, and children 
build positive and goal-oriented relationships. It is a shared 
responsibility of families and staff at all levels that requires mutual 
respect for the roles and strengths each has to offer. Family 
engagement focuses on culturally and linguistically responsive 
relationship-building with key family members in a child’s life. 
These people include pregnant women and expectant families, 
mothers, fathers, grandparents, and other adult caregivers. It 
requires making a commitment to creating and sustaining an 
ongoing partnership that supports family well-being. It also 
honors and supports the parent-child relationships that are central 
to a child’s healthy development, school readiness, and well-being. 
The Office of Head Start Parent, Family, and Community 
Engagement Framework is a guide to learning how family 
engagement promotes positive, enduring change for children, 
families, and communities.





For Students

Improved student achievement, student 
behavior and attendance

Higher self-esteem

Long term higher levels of success

Higher rates of post secondary education



For Students
Lower drop-out and delinquency 
rates 

Lower incarceration rates 

Lower depression rates



Adolescents especially make 
gains in: 
◦self-reliance, 

◦grades,

◦ health, 

◦positive career planning



For Families
• stronger positive 

relationships with their 
children

• better rapport with educators 
• navigate their school systems

better
• advocate for their children 



• feel less isolated

• greater systems of support

• More involved in children’s 
education

• More time spent with children

• Show children the importance and 
value of education



• Develops approachability 
(comfort level) asking teachers 
questions

• More accountability for the 
child’s education

• Develops a sense of ownership 
and pride in their school system



School districts and communities

• better places to live and raise 
children

• students with fewer 
suspensions and high-risk 
behaviors,

• greater participation in 
afterschool programs



School districts and communities

• expanded family and youth 
involvement in decision-
making.

• Less money for the same 
results



Effective family engagement means an extra $1000 per 
student.

Source: Talking points



Laws mandating 
family 

engagement

Title 1 Head start

IDEA ESSA

NYS regulation 
100.11



Involve parents in all aspects of 
the program.

Providing information, 
opportunities for involvement, 
support for their child's learning 
and development

be welcomed in Head Start 
facilities during all program 
hours.

Title 1 Head start

IDEA ESSA

NYS regulation 
100.11



Parents should be 
meaningfully engaged in 
the education about their 
children.

Parent teacher 
conferences 

Title I

Title 1 Head start

IDEA ESSA

NYS regulation 
100.11



-1% of money to be used 
for parent engagement *

-jointly develop
engagement policy

-annual parent meeting

-flexible meeting times and 
places

Title 1 Head start

IDEA ESSA

NYS regulation 
100.11



-training to parents and 
teachers

-annual report on 
accountability measures for 
school and child

-notice of certification of 
teachers and paras

Title 1 Head start

IDEA ESSA

NYS regulation 
100.11



-parents have the right to 
be meaningfully involved 
in their child's special 
education process

-participating in meetings 
about identification, 
evaluation, and placement

Title 1 Head start

IDEA ESSA

NYS regulation 
100.11



-considered equal 
members of the IEP team

-rights regarding 
evaluation, consent, and 
accessing records.

Title 1 Head start

IDEA ESSA

NYS regulation 
100.11



Shared decision making- parent 
member is required

-address issues
-how to hold accountable
-how to manage disputes

plan is made public

Title 1 Head start

IDEA ESSA

NYS regulation 
100.11



Scaffold engagement

Engagement leadership

“Heavy” engagement: regularly volunteer in 
classroom or in school

Simple ask, is it accessible, doable

Basic resources:  Access services

Trust- meet them where they are



Different ages, 
different stages



Birth - Age 5
•Recreational and supportive 
activities for all

•Equitable and culturally 
responsive

•Foster respect between all 
parties involved with the child 



•Leverage strengths, overcome weaknesses 
(strengthen parenting knowledge)

•Teaching children basic behavioral skills

•Play centered learning activities to 
encourage engagement in learning 



•The first stage of making connections 
between children AND parents

•Two-way communication, open and 
transparent, comfortable 

•Making learning activities available to 
do at home



Birth-5 Boston Basics

Basics Insights- free weekly text messages available from birth to five

https://www.families-first.org/portfolio/boston-basics-families-first-partnership/
https://thebasicsboston.org/basics-insights/


https://parent-
institute.com/products/parents-
make-the-difference-newsletters

Newsletter available in English and 
Spanish

https://parent-institute.com/products/parents-make-the-difference-newsletters


Elementary to dos

• Review and support homework
• Read together! Set a special time.
• Discuss school with child
• Attend school events
• Volunteer for events
• Observe children in a classroom



• Communicate with school

• Connect with other parents

• Advocate for school 
improvements

• Form special interest groups

• Join your PTA





https://education.scholastic.com/educ
ation/programs/read-and-
rise.html?eml=SCB/e/20250605////RA
R/Smartbrief////////#sample

https://education.scholastic.com/education/programs/read-and-rise.html?eml=SCB/e/20250605////RAR/Smartbrief////////#sample


Middle school

• reciprocal communication 

• set expectations and hold all parties 
accountable (boundaries help 
children know right from wrong)

• communicate the importance of 
achievement



•value of education, 

•learning strategies, 

•link learning to interests

•Growth mindset

•Parent support and self care groups



Direct homework involvement 
may = interference with 
performance and reduced 
frustration tolerance. 

Set the expectation and listen.

In adolescents… 







High school

Focus on
◦Strategies for success
◦Linking academics to 
interest
◦Career exploration
◦Value of education
◦Two-way 
communication







Challenges









How to overcome 
challenges: 
brainstorm



Language 
challenges

Electronic translation
https://www.tarjimly.org/
ChatGPT

Translation earbuds/headphones

Vital translate buds

Fyzuf

NYS PTA
Spanish translation upon request with 

lead time

Schools

ENL and foreign language teachers

Internal translation services

If at all possible, check with a native language 
speaker

https://www.tarjimly.org/
https://bestconsumerpicks.org/top-translation-earbuds-review/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_id=22424173332&utm_content=179356600482&utm_term=earbud%20translators&creativeId=745355841724&gclid=CjwKCAjwiezABhBZEiwAEbTPGEWqthUUNkOk_2LbE_Lq3082JW7V9wSlbLlMfWm_hLXe0Pf7OpvbVxoCTrIQAvD_BwE&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22424173332&gbraid=0AAAAAovRxPpmW2YdQm_GN0Fv-VD-5n0sA
https://offer.buyvitaltranslatebuds.com/info/1/int/index-v1-dtlv1-dtcv3.php?C1=1514&uid=14193&oid=1514&affid=1793&AFFID=1793&utm_campaign=CPA_1793&utm_source=1793&sub5=X4jv9E1ziMMCPLzCEOQ4GAcKXlxmvB8ojD


Advocacy postcard activity
NYS districts

List of officials
◦ https://elections.ny.gov/new-york-state-elected-officials

Dear Representative ___________________________________,

Parental involvement in schools is critical for the success of 

children. During the workday, parents often need to take time off in order to 

participate in such school activities as parent teacher conferences, CSE 

meetings, special school events, and emergencies with their children. 

When taking time off to meet these important needs, some parents 

endanger their jobs. Parents should not have to choose between meeting 

the needs of their children and holding a job. As such I urge you to support 

2025-A816, the parental involvement leave act.

Thank you for your support in this important legislation for families 

and children.

Sincerely,

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

https://elections.ny.gov/new-york-state-elected-officials
https://elections.ny.gov/new-york-state-elected-officials


7 ways 
brainstorming



1:3
connect
ask
assess



Examples



Dream-
challenge 
activity



Articles about family engagement

https://www.edutopia.org/article/family-engagement-
middle-school/

https://www.edutopia.org/article/family-engagement-middle-school/


Parent Powered text messages

Look at samples - what do you notice? 
(discussion)



Parent Powered text messages
3rd grade level reading level, short, 
actionable

Accessible, inclusive, doable, strength 
based

SMART goals. Specific, Measurable, 
Achievable, Relevant, Time-Bound.

How might you be able to do this?







Choice boards and 
calendars





NYS PTA programs
•Traffic safety- Kathleen Jenne: 
Kjenne@nyspta.org

•PARP

mailto:kblasiak@nyspta.org


National PTA programs/grants



National PTA Center for Parent 
Engagement
https://www.pta.org/the-

center-for-family-engagement

https://www.pta.org/the-center-for-family-engagement


Dance/choreography

Film production

Literature

Music composition

Photography

Visual arts

PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12, accessible arts







fieldsupportbrown@nyspta.org Susan
geneseevalleyrd@nyspta.org Jaclyn

mailto:fieldsupportbrown@nyspta.org
mailto:geneseevalleyrd@nyspta.org


PTA Resources
PTA notes from the backpack https://www.pta.org/the-center-
for-family-engagement/podcast/notes-from-the-
backpack/partnering-with-your-child-s-teacher

10 minutes to PTA transformation 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CK-
HdDMeiUo&list=PLQ5seUGdPQBUJKVsw809A09QdbSpZrP_N&
index=31

PTA grants https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/Awards-
Grants

PTA standards for family school partnerships 
https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/family-school-
partnerships#updated

NYS parent resources https://nyspta.org/home/parent-
resources/

https://www.pta.org/the-center-for-family-engagement/podcast/notes-from-the-backpack/partnering-with-your-child-s-teacher
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CK-HdDMeiUo&list=PLQ5seUGdPQBUJKVsw809A09QdbSpZrP_N&index=31
https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/Awards-Grants
https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/family-school-partnerships#updated
https://nyspta.org/home/parent-resources/


resources
https://parentpowered.com/

https://nafsce.org/

Ed Web webinars on family engagement 
https://www.edweb.net/.59fce4c0/Webinars/

https://www.dualcapacity.org/

NYS dept. of education
◦ https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/pfe-guidance.pdf

◦ https://www.nysed.gov/essa/2023-24-preliminary-allocations-title-i-part

https://parentpowered.com/
https://www.dualcapacity.org/
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/pfe-guidance.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/essa/2023-24-preliminary-allocations-title-i-part


resources
Keep Connected 
https://keepconnected.searchinstitute.org/family-
engagement-programs/

Basic Insights: https://thebasicsboston.org/basics-insights/

All Pro Dads https://www.allprodad.com/

Talking points https://talkingpts.org/

Parent information center for NH 
https://picnh.org/resources/literacy/

Harvard Graduate School, Karen Mapp 
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/usable-
knowledge/23/03/case-strong-family-and-community-
engagement-schools

https://keepconnected.searchinstitute.org/family-engagement-programs/
https://thebasicsboston.org/basics-insights/
https://www.allprodad.com/
https://talkingpts.org/
https://picnh.org/resources/literacy/
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/usable-knowledge/23/03/case-strong-family-and-community-engagement-schools


Resources
DIY Guide on membership growth
http://www.pta.org/docs/default-
source/files/runyourpta/state-resource-library/diy-guide-for-
membership-growth-in-english-and-spanish.pdf

Tips for recruiting members
http://ncpta.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/attachment-11-
tips-and-ideas-for-recruiting-pta-members-1.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/healthy-

schools/media/pdfs/parent_engagement_strategies.pdf

https://www.columbiams.dekalb.k12.ga.us/Parents.aspx

http://www.pta.org/docs/default-source/files/runyourpta/state-resource-library/diy-guide-for-membership-growth-in-english-and-spanish.pdf
http://ncpta.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/attachment-11-tips-and-ideas-for-recruiting-pta-members-1.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/healthy-schools/media/pdfs/parent_engagement_strategies.pdf


Resources- evaluate family engagement
New York checklist of family engagement policy  
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/school-level-parent-
engagement-policy-checklist.pdf

Colorado evaluation of engagement 
https://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/fscp_scales_and_measures

Ohio measuring involvement 
https://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/fscp_scales_and_measures

Evaluating family engagement (FEIP) 
https://www.jbassoc.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/03/Evaluating-Family-Engagement.pdf

IRIS center 
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/fam/cresource/q2
/p06/

https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/school-level-parent-engagement-policy-checklist.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/fscp_scales_and_measures
https://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/fscp_scales_and_measures
https://www.jbassoc.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Evaluating-Family-Engagement.pdf
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/fam/cresource/q2/p06/





