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What is family engagement to you?
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Creating &
Innovating
IS done
together

Voices
are heard,
respected
& validated

Everyone
feels welcome
& included

Families have

the supports

they need to
engage

Assumptions
are
challenged

Decision
making is
shared

Communication Engagmentis
is two-way consistent
vsS. one-way & continuous

https://picnh.org/resources/fami
ly-engagement/



https://picnh.org/resources/family-engagement/

CT government

Family Engagement is a full, equal,
and equitable partnership among
families, educators and community
partners to promote children's
learning and development from birth
through college and career.




NAFSCE

*Family engagement is a shared responsibility in which schools and
other community agencies and organizations are committed to
reaching out to engage families in meaningful ways and in which
families are committed to actively supporting their children's
learning and development.

*Family engagement is continuous across a child’s life and entails
enduring commitment but changing parent roles as children mature
into young adulthood.

e Effective family engagement cuts across and reinforces learning in
the multiple settings where children learn- at home, in
prekindergarten programs, in school, in after school programs, in
faith-based institutions, and in the community.




Head Start

Family engagement is a collaborative and strengths-based process
through which early childhood professionals, families, and children
build positive and goal-oriented relationships. It is a shared
responsibility of families and staff at all levels that requires mutual
respect for the roles and strengths each has to offer. Family
engagement focuses on culturally and linguistically responsive
relationship-building with key family members in a child’s life.
These people include pregnant women and expectant families,
mothers, fathers, grandparents, and other adult caregivers. It
requires making a commitment to creating and sustaining an
ongoing partnership that supports family well-being. It also
honors and supports the parent-child relationships that are central
to a child’'s healthy development, school readiness, and well-being.
The Office of Head Start Parent, Family, and Community
Engagement Framework is a guide to learning how family
engagement promotes positive, enduring change for children,
families, and communities.
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For Students

Improved student achievement, student
behavior and attendance

Higher self-esteem

Long term higher levels of success

Higher rates of post secondary education



For Students

Lower drop-out and delinquency
rates

Lower incarceration rates

Lower depression rates



Adolescents especially make
gains in:

oself-reliance,

cgrades,

> health,

°positive career planning




For Families

* stronger positive
relationships with their
children

* better rapport with educators

* navigate their school systems
better

e advocate for their children




e feel less isolated
e greater systems of support

* More involved in children’s
education

* More time spent with children

* Show children the importance and
value of education




* Develops approachability
(comfort level) asking teachers
guestions

* More accountability for the
child’s education

* Develops a sense of ownership
and pride in their school system




School districts and communities

* better places to live and raise
children

e students with fewer
suspensions and high-risk
behaviors,

* greater participation in
afterschool programs




School districts and communities

e expanded family and youth
involvement in decision-
making.

* Less money for the same
results




Effective family engagement means an extra S1000 per
student.
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Title 1 Head start

Laws mandating
family
engagement

NYS regulation
100.11




Involve parents in all aspects of Title 1 Head start
the program.

Providing information,
opportunities for involvement,
support for their child's learning
and development

be welcomed in Head Start
facilities during all program NYS regulation
hours. 100.11




Parents should be
meaningfully engaged in
the education about their
children.

—
<

Parent teacher
conferences

Title |

Title 1 Head start

NYS regulation
100.11




-1% of money to be used
for parent engagement *

Head start

-jointly develop
engagement policy

-annual parent meeting

-flexible meeting times and

places
NYS regulation

100.11




-training to parents and
teachers

Head start

-annual report on
accountability measures for
school and child

-notice of certification of
teachers and paras

NYS regulation
100.11




-parents have the right to Title 1 Head start
be meaningfully involved
in their child's special
education process

-participating in meetings
about identification,

evaluation, and placement :
NYS regulation

100.11




Title 1 Head start

-considered equal
members of the IEP team

-rights regarding
evaluation, consent, and

accessing records. NYS regulation

100.11




Shared decision making- parent Title 1 Head start
member is required
-address issues
-how to hold accountable
-how to manage disputes

plan is made public

NYS regulation
100.11




Scaffold engagement

Engagement leadership

“Heavy” engagement: regularly volunteer in
classroom or in school

Simple ask, is it accessible, doable

Basic resources: Access services

Trust- meet them where they are



T—

Different ages,
different stages




Birth - Age 5

*Recreational and supportive
activities for all

*Equitable and culturally
responsive

*Foster respect between all
parties involved with the child




*Leverage strengths, overcome weaknesses
(strengthen parenting knowledge)

*Teaching children basic behavioral skills

*Play centered learning activities to
encourage engagement in learning




*The first stage of making connections
between children AND parents

*Two-way communication, open and
transparent, comfortable

*Making learning activities available to
do at home




Birth-5 Boston Basics

@eLTES

Maximize Love, Talk, Sing, Count, Group, Explore Through Read and
Manage Stross and Point and Compare Movement and Play Discuss Storles

Basics Insights- free weekly text messages available from birth to five



https://www.families-first.org/portfolio/boston-basics-families-first-partnership/
https://thebasicsboston.org/basics-insights/

3. Quality interaction with family.

Luckily, none of these is expensive,

and none requires special expertise.
To create a learning environment:

in your finger under each
nce to show how text goes left
ght. Ask your child questions
about what you read.
« Offer simple educational toys. Use
puzzles to foster problem-solving
skills. Try dominoes to teach num-
bers. Play with blocks. Grab a pot and
awooden spoon and make music.
» Have ingful conv i
with your child every day. Show
you care about what your child is
thinking and feeling. Engaging in
conversations teaches your child
to interact, bullds vocabulary and
stimulates leamning.

Source: “Child's Home Leaming Emviecnment Predicts
Sth Geade Acadermic Skils,” New York University.
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N

ar thelr favorite

SN stories over and

over again. Don't
%" abandon these

cherished books, but don't stick
exclusively to them, either. Your
child will be best prepared for
reading by becoming familiar
with all different types of books.
Introduce your child to:

« Make-belleve. Reading about
characters and situations that
exist only in an author’s imagi-
natlon encourages children to
be creative. Talk you your child
about the difference between
real and pretend.

« Myths and fables. You may
already know such tales as
“The Lion and the Mouse,”
one of Aesop's Fables. Myths
and fables teach preschoolers
life lessons and values.

» Poetry. Look for poems that
rhyme. They show kids that
language is fun. Rhymes also
encourage children to listen
for sounds that are different
and alike.

+ Nonfiction. These books show
preschoolers that reading can
help them discover and learn

Vol. 28,No. 5

https://parent-

institute.com/products/parents-

make-the-difference-newsletters

new things.
J

Copyright © 2024, The Parent Institute® LR EIEAS IR AR W Practical ideas for parents to help their children

Newsletter available in English and

Spanish


https://parent-institute.com/products/parents-make-the-difference-newsletters

Elementary to dos

Review and support homework
Read together! Set a special time.
Discuss school with child
Attend school events

Volunteer for events

Observe children in a classroom




Communicate with school
Connect with other parents

Advocate for school
Improvements

Form special interest groups
Join your PTA




study time. They
ing with friends, going
and videos.

boo B
Stuoy Hasits

A Key to Your Student’s
Sttccess

studymg at all.
or y ild, but

The first s blish a regular study time
for your child. Completing schoolwork should take
priority over vour child’s other activities.

The best students study every day. If they don’t
have a specific assignment, they review the main
points covered in class or key vocabulary words for
the current unit. Or, they read ahead.

Effective <ty habits help
children become independent
and confideirt learmers, After

all, studying 1s your child’ t !
job—not yours. But yoi: ca

help make study tine more B

successful.

Help your child find a regular place to = Teach your

Here's How toHelp ™ wd v iy M

Your (hild Develop Give your child a planner to kee k
' calendar y € sure your
StU d v I'I ﬂ b  test dat ¢ | Fnﬂls needed

en you are supportive and
and your child studies every day,
school success is sure to follow.

r child review notes every day.

I . _ ) Eaglish Stock # 110F TE

Keep a list of study buddies yvour child Spanish Stock # 210F W
i i -B00-756-552 3

can contact with questions, 1 ﬁg? njf]:ijre;ij L:Ei: T pamnfEis it com




READ ano

RISE

GRADES PREK-3

https://education.scholastic.com/educ
ation/programs/read-and-
rise.html?emI=SCB/e/20250605////RA
R/Smartbrief////////#tsample

Core Session
- e Building Children’s Literacy at Home: Families lesm strategies to inspire literacy engagement st home.

Spotlight Session 1 Spotlight Session 2 Spotlight Session 3
Sharing Family Stories and Traditions: Families Using Songs and Games to Make Learning Find Print Everywhere: Families learn to use
discover daily opportunities for family literacy Fun: Families learn songs and games for playful everyday texts to strengthen literacy
engagement literacy praciices.

Celebration Event

Celebrate and acknowledge families’ commitment to literacy.



https://education.scholastic.com/education/programs/read-and-rise.html?eml=SCB/e/20250605////RAR/Smartbrief////////#sample

Middle school

e reciprocal communication

* set expectations and hold all parties
accountable (boundaries help
children know right from wrong)

e communicate the importance of
achievement




*value of education,

*learning strategies,

°link learning to interests

*Growth mindset

*Parent support and self care groups




In adolescents...

Direct homework involvement
may = interference with
performance and reduced
frustration tolerance.

Set the expectation and listen.

D\




PARENT ENGAGEMENT



Columbia Middle School

PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT (PFE) CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2024-2025 School Year

(Title | PFE linked to learning events are notated with an *)

Date Time Title of Event Description of Activities
During this meeting, stakeholders can share in the decision-making
Saturday, May 25, .
2024 12:00 p.m. process for the development of the Continuous School Improvement
*Title | Stakeholder’s Input Plan (CSIP), Parent and Family Engagement Policy, the School-Family
Thursdav. August 8 Meetings (Required) Compact, Building Staff Capacity, the 1% Parent and Family Engagement
25::;2:1 g " | 6:00 p.m. Set-Aside, and the Parent and Family Engagement Calendar of Events.

Open House is a curriculum-themed event featuring interactive displays
and "hands-on" projects. You and your family will have the opportunity

Thursday, August 1, | 5:00 p.m. — . . L
¥, AUE P Open House (Required) to view our curriculum, meet faculty, and hear from our principal. We

T LU will have informational displays about schedules, athletics, extra-
curricular activities, bus routes, lunch menus, and more.
All parents are invited to walk through their student’s schedule to meet
Thursday, 5:00 p.m.- teachers and learn class expectations. Teachers of math, Science, Social

*Curriculum Night (Required ) . . .
September 5, 2024 | 6:00 p.m. ght (Req ) Studies, Language Arts, and Specials/Connections will walk parents

through learning strategies and resources.

Thursday, Columbia MS Counseling Department invites all parents and guardians

September 26 1:00 p.m.- Parent Lunch & Learn Series: to attend our engaging series where social emotional learning strategies
2024 ! 2:00 p.m. Social Media Safety for Teens to support student achievement will be shared. Reservations are
required by contacting the Counseling Office at (678)985-0530.
Principal Searcy welcomes parents of all students to gather in a virtual
Friday,September | 1000a.m.- | Coffee and Conversations with | P78 %20t et BB e S0 e e soluton
27,2024 11:00 a.m. Principal Searcy i

oriented feedback at this gathering. The meeting link is accessible via

—— the “Parent” tab on the CMS website. ﬁ




High school

Focus on
°Strategies for success

°Linking academics to
interest

cCareer exploration

°Value of education

°Two-way
communication
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Challenges




Practical
Barriers
*  Time
* Schedule

* Transportation
* Child care

* Program costs

Attitudes and
Expectations

Embarrassment,
sense of failure,
and competition

Perceived stigma
and fear of being

judged or labeled

Parents feeling
blamed for their
children’s problems

Loss of privacy

Consequences of

signing up (e.g.,
immigration)

Institutional
Barriers

Lack of trust in
sponsoring
organization

Organization is not
welcoming to all

families and groups
of parents

Norm is to see
parent education
as mandated and
punitive, not a
resource for
iImprovement

keepconnected.info %FFH

)




. reasons for low
| parental engagement
in schools

\

TIME CONSTRAINT

Number 1 reason parents cannot volunteer at their childrens' school.
Many take time off from work to occasionally volunteer for special
events at their school when there is a regular and repeated
communication from their PTA about the dire need for volunteers

LANGUAGE BARRIERS

For many immigrant parents, language is a big hurdle that keeps
them from getting involved in their children’s school 18 of the 52
schools that offered language translation services or those who
communicated to parents in multiple languages saw an increased

involvement from parents in schools



LACK OF KNOWLEDGE

55% of those surveyed did not clearly understand the role and
importance of PTA in their school. 75% of the parents were either
not aware that PTA meetings were open to regular parents or were
unaware of the PTA meeting schedule

%

INCONVENIENCE

75% of parents expressed challenges in managing the logistics of
involvement. compaining about inconvenience of remembering
multiple logins, using different tools and websites for different
activiies, lot of paper work and data entry

LACK OF MOTIVATION

Many parents lacked the motivation to get involved in their child's
school because they did not feel appreciated or were not
recognized for their time and effort




How to overcome
challenges:
brainstorm




Electronic translation
La Nnguage https://www.tarjimly.org/

challenges ChatGPT
Translation earbuds/headphones

Vital translate buds
Fyzuf

NYS PTA

Spanish translation upon request with
lead time

Schools
ENL and foreign language teachers
_ Internal translation services
"L want to make a wish, but the problem is that If at all possible, check with a native language

this genie apparently does not speak English.”

R G



https://www.tarjimly.org/
https://bestconsumerpicks.org/top-translation-earbuds-review/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_id=22424173332&utm_content=179356600482&utm_term=earbud%20translators&creativeId=745355841724&gclid=CjwKCAjwiezABhBZEiwAEbTPGEWqthUUNkOk_2LbE_Lq3082JW7V9wSlbLlMfWm_hLXe0Pf7OpvbVxoCTrIQAvD_BwE&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22424173332&gbraid=0AAAAAovRxPpmW2YdQm_GN0Fv-VD-5n0sA
https://offer.buyvitaltranslatebuds.com/info/1/int/index-v1-dtlv1-dtcv3.php?C1=1514&uid=14193&oid=1514&affid=1793&AFFID=1793&utm_campaign=CPA_1793&utm_source=1793&sub5=X4jv9E1ziMMCPLzCEOQ4GAcKXlxmvB8ojD

Advocacy postcard activity

NYS districts

List of officials
o https://elections.ny.gov/new-york-state-elected-officials

SCAN ME Pm&
Dear Representative everychild. onevolce.

Parental involvement in schools is critical for the success of
children. During the workday, parents often need to take time off in order to
participate in such school activities as parent teacher conferences, CSE
meetings, special school events, and emergencies with their children.
When taking time off to meet these important needs, some parents
endanger their jobs. Parents should not have to choose between meeting
the needs of their children and holding a job. As such | urge you to support
2025-A816, the parental involvement leave act.

Thank you for your support in this important legislation for families
and children.
Sincerely,



https://elections.ny.gov/new-york-state-elected-officials
https://elections.ny.gov/new-york-state-elected-officials

brainstorming
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Dream-
challenge
activity




eduTopIia

Articles about family engagement

https://www.edutopia.org/article/family-engagement-
middle-school/



https://www.edutopia.org/article/family-engagement-middle-school/

Parent Powered text messages || M

Matter

.’-‘ ParentPowered

FACT: Your child's feelings can
spark YOUR feelings. This is totally
normal. It's okay to take a moment
to breathe and cope with your

LOOk at Samples - What do you nOtice? feelings before helping your child

cope with theirs.

(discussion) T iR

feeling angry or frustrated, check in
with YOUR feelings. Take a second
to pause. Ask yourself, "How am |
feeling in this moment?"

GROWTH: Keep noticing your
feelings. When you're having
strong emotions, pause and take a
deep breath. Now ask yourself,
"What's the best thing | can do in
this moment?"




Parent

Powered text messages

3 grade level reading level, short,

actionab

Accessib
based

2
e, inclusive, doable, strength

SMART goals. Specific, Measurable,
Achievable, Relevant, Time-Bound.

How might you be able to do this?

H l'-. ParentPowered

FACT: Your child's feelings can
spark YOUR feelings. This is totally
normal. It's okay to take a moment
to breathe and cope with your
feelings before helping your child
cope with theirs.

TIP: The next time your child is
feeling angry or frustrated, check in
with YOUR feelings. Take a second
to pause. Ask yourself, "How am |
feeling in this moment?"

GROWTH: Keep noticing your
feelings. When you're having
strong emotions, pause and take a
deep breath. Now ask yourself,
"What's the best thing | can do in
this moment?"




Suggested Message

“Hello [Family Contact’'s Name], | hope you're doing well! | wanted to reach out about
[Student's Name] and some behaviors we've noticed in the classroom recently. We truly value
your perspective as you know [him/her/them] best, and I'd love to work together to better
understand what might be causing the challenges. Sometimes, things like changes at home,
feeling overwhelmed, or even difficulty with certain subjects can lead to frustration or
distractions. If you have any insights or concerns, I'd really appreciate hearing them so we
can support [Student's Name] more effectively. Thanks so much!”
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3 Easy Ways to Join the All Pro Dad Team




Familly Favoribes

Do you have a favorite book,
‘song,or food?

Share your favorite things
with your family and explain
why.

Choice boards and
calendars

Family Heros

Heroes are not only found in
movies. We have special
people in our families who we
admire. Draw a picture of the
person who you admire
dressed up as a superhero or

e | write them a thank you note

for being an inspiration to
you. I _




November

2023

WCPS ENGAGEMENT c /. Ll ge.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

November is National Family Engagement Month!

Chat: What Do You
Want to Be When
You Grow up?

Send a Kind
Note to a

Teacher .
Identify Items In

Famky Game‘ Our Home That
Night
We Can Recycle

Take a Walk
Outside

Donate Clothing
or Used Toys

Chat: Gratitude
& Appreciation

Schedule
“Family Time”
Days in 2024

MW

Enjoy a Book Positive Message In
With My Child

Chat: 3 Things That
Made You Happy
Today

Chat: What is
Veteran's Day?

Chat: What's
Your Favorite
Subject?

Let’s Visit the
Library

Chat: What Do
We Admire
Most?

' b lpp.,
"t‘l'tl‘wutm’

My Child's Backpack

My Child's Goals?

27 rimi N
VETERANS
N

Dance Party

080

Pamf
nght

Do A Household
Chore Together

Cook
Together

Have a “No

Tech” Day
%

Volunteer As a
Family

4.1/ ---_




NYS PTA programs

*Traffic safety- Kathleen Jenne:
Kienne@nyspta.org

*PARP
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mailto:kblasiak@nyspta.org

National PTA programs/grants




National PTA Center for Parent
Engagement
https://www.pta.org/the-
center-for-family-engagement

COLLABORATE
WITH COMMUNITY

STANDARD &

COMMUNICATE
EFFECTIVELY

STANDARD 2

National
PTA
National SUPPORT
Standards for ISIAYI2L3)\ LI
FAMILY-SCHOOL SUCCESS
PARTNERSHIPS A

SHARE SPEAK UP
FOREVERY
POWER CHILD

STANDARD 5 JARD 4



https://www.pta.org/the-center-for-family-engagement

REFLECTIONS

£ %,
Dance/choreography ’Y' , s.-g.,_;_

Film production ENTRIES!

onall

_ Explore the arts and
Literature express yourself?

Music composition
Photography

Visual arts

PreK-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12, accessible arts

Learn more and get involved!

PTA.orgReflections









fieldsu

geneseevalleyrd@nyspta.org Jaclyn



mailto:fieldsupportbrown@nyspta.org
mailto:geneseevalleyrd@nyspta.org

PTA Resources

PTA notes from the backpack https://www.pta.org/the-center-
for-family-engagement/podcast/notes-from-the-
backpack/partnering-with-your-child-s-teacher

10 minutes to PTA transformation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CK-
HdDMeiUo&list=PLQ5seUGdPQBUJKVsw809A09QdbSpZrP N&
index=31

PTA grants https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/Awards-
Grants

PTA standards for family school partnerships
https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/family-school-
partnerships#updated

NYS parent resources https://nyspta.org/home/parent-

resourcesi



https://www.pta.org/the-center-for-family-engagement/podcast/notes-from-the-backpack/partnering-with-your-child-s-teacher
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CK-HdDMeiUo&list=PLQ5seUGdPQBUJKVsw809A09QdbSpZrP_N&index=31
https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/Awards-Grants
https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/family-school-partnerships#updated
https://nyspta.org/home/parent-resources/

resources

https://parentpowered.com/

https://nafsce.org/

Ed Web webinars on family engagement
https://www.edweb.net/.59fce4c0/Webinars/

https://www.dualcapacity.org/

NYS dept. of education
o https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/pfe-guidance.pdf

o https://www.nysed.gov/essa/2023-24-preliminary-allocations-title-i-part



https://parentpowered.com/
https://www.dualcapacity.org/
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/pfe-guidance.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/essa/2023-24-preliminary-allocations-title-i-part

resources

Keep Connected
https://keepconnected.searchinstitute.org/family-
engagement-programs/

Basic Insights: https://thebasicsboston.org/basics-insights/

All Pro Dads https://www.allprodad.com/

Talking points https://talkingpts.org/

Parent information center for NH
https://picnh.org/resources/literacy/

Harvard Graduate School, Karen Mapp
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/usable-
knowledge/23/03/case-strong-family-and-community-
engagement-schools



https://keepconnected.searchinstitute.org/family-engagement-programs/
https://thebasicsboston.org/basics-insights/
https://www.allprodad.com/
https://talkingpts.org/
https://picnh.org/resources/literacy/
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/usable-knowledge/23/03/case-strong-family-and-community-engagement-schools

Resources

DIY Guide on membership growth
http://www.pta.org/docs/default-
source/files/runyourpta/state-resource-library/diy-guide-for-
membership-growth-in-english-and-spanish.pdf

Tips for recruiting members
http://ncpta.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/attachment-11-
tips-and-ideas-for-recruiting-pta-members-1.pdf

https://www.cdc.qgov/healthy-
schools/media/pdfs/parent engagement strateqgies.pdf

https://www.columbiams.dekalb.k12.ga.us/Parents.aspx


http://www.pta.org/docs/default-source/files/runyourpta/state-resource-library/diy-guide-for-membership-growth-in-english-and-spanish.pdf
http://ncpta.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/attachment-11-tips-and-ideas-for-recruiting-pta-members-1.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/healthy-schools/media/pdfs/parent_engagement_strategies.pdf

Resources- evaluate family engagement

New York checklist of family engagement policy
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/school-level-parent-
engagement-policy-checklist.pdf

Colorado evaluation of engagement
https://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/fscp scales and measures

Ohio measuring involvement
https://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/fscp scales and measures

Evaluating family engagement (FEIP)
https://www.jbassoc.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/03/Evaluating-Family-Engagement.pdf

IRIS center
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/fam/cresource/q2
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https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/school-level-parent-engagement-policy-checklist.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/fscp_scales_and_measures
https://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/fscp_scales_and_measures
https://www.jbassoc.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Evaluating-Family-Engagement.pdf
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/fam/cresource/q2/p06/

What does the research saye

o Regardless of family income or background, sfudents
whose parents are involved in their schooling are more

likely to have higher grades and fest scores, attend school
regularly, have bettersocial skills, show improved behavior,
and adaptwell fo school.

o When parents are involved at school, the performance ot
all the children at school, not just their own, tends to
improve. The more comprehensive and well planned the
partnership between school and home, the higherthe

student achievement.

Henderson, A.T., and K.L. Mapp. 2002. A New Wave of Evidence: The Iimpact of School,
Family, and Community Connectionson Student Achievement
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