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Seneca Niagara Resort




2025 NYS PTA 129th Annual Convention

Dear PTA Members,

On behalf of the Governance Team of New York State PTA, it gives us great pleasure to invite you to the NYS PTA 129®
Annual Convention in Niagara Falls, New York, November 14-16, 2025. Please join us at one of our favorite convention
locations, the Niagara Falls Convention Center, where you will take part in the annual business of our association. First timer or
seasoned delegate, you are an essential component contributing to the success of NYS PTA. Convention will bring the purpose
and scope of the work of PTA into focus for you. It will energize and inspire you, help you grow as a leader, and improve your
communication skills. Convention will give you great ideas to increase membership and member participation to strengthen the
work you plan to accomplish. Convention will provide the opportunity for you to elevate your understanding of complex issues
and sharpen your advocacy tools to improve the education, health, mental health, and well-being of all children.

Convention provides PTA members the opportunity to:
o Foster relationships and share experiences and best practices with other volunteer-minded delegates
Develop new connections and tools to advocate for children and families locally and statewide
Elect new NYS PTA officers
Vote on bylaws that govern our State Association
Adopt new resolutions, and retire, retain, or update existing resolutions that are the framework of our advocacy efforts
Hear from dynamic and inspirational keynote speakers
Participate in motivating and informative workshops that will give you additional tools and resources for your PTA,
increase your understanding of complex education issues, broaden your views, build your confidence as a leader, and
inspire you to Measure Our Mission for Every Child in your school and community
o Visit the exhibitor showcase, with great giveaways, and shop at our PTA Store for yourself and for gifts to recognize your
volunteers
¢ Enjoy an amazing and memorable experience!

The 2025 NYS PTA Convention theme “Measuring Up for Every Child” puts the spotlight on our collective commitment to our
children. Together, we will focus on the progress of the past year and the possibilities of the present year to ensure the promise
of their future.

We look forward to seeing you at the Niagara Falls Convention Center, November 14-16. With your participation, we continue
to make every child’s potential a reality.

Sincerely,
Patricia Frazie;u/ng Sophia Wu
NYS PTA President 2025 Convention Coordinator
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Convention Schedule at a Glance

Friday, November 14

2:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
Exhibitor Hall Open
PTA Store

2:00 p.m. -9:00 p.m.
Registration/Information
First Timers’ Table

Saturday, November 15

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
Dedicated Exhibitor time Dinner: A Celebration of
Literacy Event (Youth award
4:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. ceremo)r/1y begin(s 5:45pm)
Workshop Session 1
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
General Session |

7:15 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
Breakfast: Empire State PTSA
Annual Meeting

7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
Breakfast: General

7:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Registration/Information
First Timers’ Table

7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
PTA Store

8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Exhibitor Hall Open

Sunday, November 16

8:30 a.m.-9:15 a.m. 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Dedicated Exhibitor time Dedicated Exhibitor time
9:15a.m.-10:15 a.m. 3:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.
Workshop Session 2 General Session Il

10:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 5:15 p.m.

General Session |1 First Timers Photo

12:15 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. -9:00 p.m.
Dedicated Exhibitor time Banquet

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 9:00 p.m.-11:30 p.m.
Lunch: General Post-Banguet Celebration with DJ

Lunch: President to Presidents

7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.

Breakfast: General

Breakfast: NYS Pride PTSA Annual
Meeting

8:45a.m.-9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m.
Workshop Session 3 Convention Concludes

10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.
General Session IV and Prize Drawings

NOTE: Hotel checkout time is 11:00 a.m.
The front desk can hold luggage until departure at the conclusion of Convention.



Convention Information

Workshops
There are three workshop sessions scheduled.
Workshop Session 1: Friday, 4:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.
Workshop Session 2: Saturday, 9:15 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
Workshop Session 3: Sunday, 8:45 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.
Pre-selection is requested to allow for ample seating. The
earlier you register, the better your opportunity will be to
receive your choice of workshops. Every effort is made to
accommodate your first choice of workshop.

Exhibitors and Sponsors

Please take this opportunity to visit and thank our exhibitors
and sponsors - their participation is vital to the success of
our convention! In-person Exhibitor hours: Friday 2:00 p.m.
- 7:00 p.m. and Saturday 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. The Virtual
Exhibit Hall will be housed on the NYS PTA website
following Convention 2025, and will remain open for one
calendar year.

PTA Store

You will find exciting new items along with your old
favorites such as pins, mugs, totes and PTA apparel. Our
staff of volunteers will be happy to assist you. All purchases
are payable by check, cash, or credit card. (Please remember
PTA checks require two (2) signatures.) PTA Store hours:
Friday 2:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. and Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 3:00
p.m. (closed Sunday).

IF (Invest in the Future) Table

Visit NYS PTA Past Presidents at the “Invest in the Future”
table. Funds from your donations will directly support our
mission to “make every child’s potential a reality” by
helping to ensure the continuance of our student programs!

Information and First Timers

If this is your first state Convention, the Information and
First Timers’ tables is where you can visit to get your
questions answered. Once checked in at registration, stop
over at these tables on Friday 2:00 p.m. —9:00 p.m. and
Saturday 7:30 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. Plan to be in the group First
Timers photograph following General Session I11 on
Saturday.

Friday Dinner - A Celebration of Literacy
A Celebration of Literacy will include award presentations
of the NYS PTA Pick a Reading Partner (PARP) winner
and the NYS PTA Every Child Reads student contest
winners.

President to Presidents Luncheon

If you are a Unit or Council President and wish to
participate in the President to Presidents Luncheon on
Saturday, please be sure to register accordingly. NYS PTA
President Patricia Frazier, joined by National PTA
President, Yvonne Johnson, will connect with local
Unit/Council Presidents at lunch and answer your questions.
You must be pre-registered and a Unit/Council President
to attend this luncheon.

Banquet and Award Recognitions

Join us Saturday evening for Dinner, Award Recognitions,
and Post-Dinner DJ party. The Banquet on Saturday is
included with some registration packages, or may be
purchased a la carte with other registration packages.




Workshops: Friday, November 14, 2025

101 Learning to Lead Together

As leaders, we're always learning and growing. Get the PTA low down on all you need to know and how you can expand your
leadership skills.

102 Resolution Ready: Research and Writing for Effective PTA Advocacy

Have a topic that you think needs advocacy? Are you ready to write your first resolution? Two longstanding members of the
NYS PTA Resolutions Committee will walk you through the steps needed to craft a strong resolution and give you some tips
and ideas about where to begin your research.

103 Special Education Advocacy: Building Skills to Support Your Child (CTLE eligible)

This workshop will guide families and educators through the essential knowledge and skills needed to effectively advocate for
children within the special education system. Topics include understanding the special education process, developing a deep
awareness of disabilities, and mastering communication, collaboration, and long-term planning. Participants will leave with
practical tools for organizing, planning, and ensuring their child receives the support they deserve.

104 Page Turners & Partners: Unlocking the Power of Your Public Library

Looking to expand your PTA's reach, improve family engagement, and strengthen your community partnerships? Your local
public library is an untapped treasure trove of opportunity! This session will explore the many ways PTAs can collaborate with
public libraries to support student success, promote literacy, celebrate diversity, and bring families together.

105 Healthy Minds in Action: Sharing Strategies for Mental Wellness

Join this session centered on Healthy Minds, National PTA's initiative focused on mental health awareness, emotional well-
being, and building supportive school environments for students and families. This is your opportunity to connect with other
PTA leaders, share your community's mental health efforts, and learn how the Healthy Minds program can support your goals.

106 Digital Tools to Measure and Market Our PTA Mission

This interactive session (bring your computers!) will explore how tools like Canva and LinkTree can help your unit effectively
communicate our mission, attract new members, and streamline engagement. Learn practical tips for creating eye-catching
content, organizing key links, and amplifying your reach across platforms. Whether you're promoting events or marketing unit
membership, these tools will help you connect with every child and family.

107 Givebacks Communications, Contacts & Website

Want to increase engagement with your membership and school community? Learn how to send gorgeous newsletters, design
an out of this world website, and have your contact list work for you! This workshop focuses on the communication tools
included FOR FREE with your Givebacks site.

108 President to President Chat

Join NYS PTA President Patty Frazier for conversations about the successes and the challenges of leading each of our PTAs.
For Unit and Council Presidents and Co-Presidents only.

New York State PTA is an approved provider of Continuing Teacher and

Leader Education (CTLE) for education professionals!
Workshops meeting CTLE criteria are indicated in the workshop description. Educators attending
CTLE workshops will be sent necessary documentation from NYS PTA after Convention.




Workshops: Saturday, November 15, 2025

ession 2: 9:15 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.

201 Thrive at Every Age: A Woman's Guide to Lifelong Vitality

Ready to take an active role in your lifelong well-being? Join our "Thrive at Every Age: A Woman's Guide to Lifelong
Vitality" workshop! This interactive session will provide you with practical tools and actionable strategies to navigate
hormonal changes, optimize your health, and truly thrive at every stage of life.

202 Transforming Family-School Partnerships with PTA's National Standards (CTLE eligible)

Learn about National PTA's strategies for strengthening family-school partnerships through the National Standards for Family-
School Partnerships. Gain knowledge on best practices for building partnerships, the importance of collaborating with district
administrators to strengthen partnerships with families, and steering through the changing policy and funding landscape for
family engagement. Leave this workshop equipped with resources and ideas on Family Engagement Solutions for all PTAs.

203 How to Receive an Appropriate IEP For Your Child (CTLE eligible)

In this workshop, Tully Rinckey Education Attorney will provide a detailed workshop on how families of special education
students in New York can receive an appropriate IEP for their child, and discuss the impact of the state’s new Distraction-Free
Learning Environment Law. The presenter will explain the following: When should parents request an IEP? How should
parents request an IEP? What happens after parents request the IEP? How to read and understand the evaluation reports of your
child. How to prepare for the CSE meeting. Who to bring to your CSE meeting. How to advocate for yourself in the CSE
meeting. What to do after the CSE Meeting. How to challenge the IEP if it is not appropriate.

204 Generation Advocacy: Elevating Youth Voices in the PTA

This session focuses on building a culture of youth engagement across all levels of the association. Learn how to support
youth-led initiatives, foster inclusive leadership pathways, and ensure that the next generation is not just represented, but heard.
Together we'll examine how elevating youth voices transforms advocacy into action.

205 Partners in Progress: Engaging Teachers in Your PTA Community (CTLE eligible)

Teachers are essential allies in building a strong effective PTA, but many PTAs struggle to connect with and involve them
meaningfully. Discover from a teacher with 20+ years in the trenches how to align PTA goals with school priorities, respect
teachers' time, and create opportunities for meaningful participation that work for everyone. Let's build a school culture where
families and educators work together to support every child's success.

206 The PTA is Always in Session

Spring, summer, winter or fall, there is always something going on in PTA. It takes many hands and fresh ideas to keep the
work of our association relevant. Recruiting members, training volunteers, and welcoming new strategies will help to build a
strong board and a successful group. It's never too late to build on and build up the momentum of a successful year.

207 988 and Crisis Support for Students and Families (CTLE eligible)

This workshop will provide an overview of mental health crisis services available to students and how students themselves and
their families, teachers, counselors, and other supports can access those services. The workshop will also address some
common myths about the available supports — for example, did you know that 988 is available 24/7, is free, confidential, offers
a text option, and connects you with trained staff? Participants will learn what signs to watch for in their students’ moods and
behaviors, what mental health crisis and outpatient services are available in schools and in communities, and how to access
those services. There will be time at the end of the workshop for questions and answers.

208 Resilient DEI: 3 Truths for PTA Navigating Challenges

This workshop will empower PTA leaders to persevere in their diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) efforts, even amid
challenging climates. Participants will learn three core truths: that DEI remains vital to PTA's mission, that language and
strategies may need to pivot to emphasize belonging and student success, and that collaboration with key partners is essential
for resilience. Through interactive brainstorming, attendees will leave equipped with practical tools, reframing strategies, and
next steps to sustain inclusive, values-driven PTA work in their communities.
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Workshops: Sunday, November 16, 2025

ession 3: 8:45 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.

301 Getting to Yes: How to Motivate Busy Volunteers to Continue Their Great Work

We will talk about implementing strategies to create a positive and supportive environment that motivates busy individuals to
continue to contribute their valuable time and skills, deepening their connection to PTA for years to come.

302 Powerful PTAs: Growing Future Leaders

In order for units to thrive, fresh ideas and viewpoints are essential. When we lean too hard on the same few people, they can
burn out and get frustrated. This workshop will focus on ways to empower people to develop their leadership skills, widen your
reach to grow your board, create a positive culture, and help prepare your unit for a strong, sustainable future. While the unique
issues faced by SEPTA/SEPTSA units will be a focus, the leadership development tools discussed here can be applied to all
units.

303 Queerness & Queries: An Exploration into Identity and Representation throughout History

An exploration into the evolution of symbols and terminology within the LGBTQIA+ communities. We will focus on the rich
history of pride, while still leaving room for any questions you may have. Join us to learn and have your questions answered.

304 Council Unplugged: Live at Convention

Pull up a chair for an unfiltered, round-table conversation with your PTA Council experts — recorded live for “Bite-Sized:
Insights from NYS PTA”. From tackling tough challenges to sharing real-world wins, our panel will swap stories, strategies,
and a few laughs along the way. Bring your questions, join the discussion, and be part of an episode that captures the energy,
wisdom, and heart of our PTA leaders.

305 Unlock the Power of the Presentation-WORDS MATTER!!

Communication is essential for the existence of PTA. But words are only a fragment. The way that we convey our mission and
purpose can directly affect the connections with our parents, educators, and community. This is much more than Speech Class -
it's PTA Class.

306 Hot Topics in Education (CTLE eligible)

There have been a LOT of changes in education in New York State! Come and learn from two current teachers what those
changes could mean for you!

307 From Page to Stage: The Power of Arts in Education (CTLE eligible)

Discover how to bring more arts experiences to your school community through NYS Arts in Education funding. This session
will break down the process demystifying paperwork, timelines, and how to collaborate effectively with your district. Learn
how to align funded programs with PTA initiatives like PARP and Reflections to create richer, more impactful student
experiences.

308 Bloom, Grow, GO! PTA Membership Made Easy

Based on our info-packed section of the resource guide, this presentation will focus on everything membership-related:
promoting the importance of joining PTA, advocacy, marketing and communication, plus tips to help you achieve and surpass
your membership goal with flying colors!

New York State PTA is an approved provider of Continuing Teacher and
Leader Education (CTLE) for education professionals!

Workshops meeting CTLE criteria are indicated in the workshop description. Educators attending
CTLE workshops will be sent necessary documentation from NYS PTA after Convention.




Elections and Voting 2025

NYS PTA Bylaws Article XVI

Section 4.

a. Each local PTA in good standing as of September 1, 2025, shall be entitled to be represented at the Annual
Convention by its president or alternate and one (1) delegate.

b. Local PTAs with a membership of over one hundred (100) shall be entitled to one (1) delegate for each
additional one hundred (100) members or a major fraction thereof as shown on the books of the New York State
PTA as of June 30, 2025.

c. Each council in good standing as of September 1, 2025, shall be entitled to be represented by its president or
alternate.

Section 5.
a. Each Region PTA shall be entitled to be represented at the annual convention by its Region Director or alternate.
b. Each region shall be entitled to six (6) additional voting delegates who shall be region board members. The
selection of these six (6) delegates shall be governed by the region accrediting such delegates.

NYS PTA Bylaws Article VIII

Section 10.

j- The proposed nominating committee’s candidate slate shall be posted on the NYS PTA website by June 1.
Additional nominations may be made by the membership at large, provided that written consent of the nominee
has been secured. A copy of the qualifications of any candidate to be nominated by the membership at large
must be received by the chair of the nominating committee (hominations@nyspta.org) by September 15.

NYS PTA Bylaws Article VII1-Officers: Elections and Vacancies (as it pertains to
eligibility for office)

Section 6.
To be eligible for election as an officer, except for the office of President, a member shall have served at least two
(2) years on the Board of Directors of the New York State PTA OR shall have served at least one (1) year on the
Board of Directors and at least two (2) years as a Region Director or Specialist.

Section 8.
No person under the age of 18 years shall be eligible to serve in the office of president, (recording) secretary, or
treasurer.

Election of NYS PTA Officers

Voting delegates participate in the election of the leadership of our state PTA. All candidates must be formally
nominated at Convention either by the Nominating Committee or from the floor. The Nominating Committee has
proposed the following candidate slate of officers:

Vice President..........c.ccccevenee. Roberto Rijos (Westchester-East Putnam Region)
Vice President..........c.ccccevenee. Mary Sotomayor (Suffolk Region)
Treasurer.......cccoceveveiieeieennens Sonya Verrillo (Genesee Valley Region)


mailto:nominations@nyspta.org

Hotel Reservation Information

Hotel reservations are to be made on your own (under the NYS PTA room block) at Seneca Niagara
Resort using the hotel booking link (below). Reserve before October 10, 2025, $145/night + $20 per night
resort fee for standard room single or double occupancy; $155/night + $20 per night resort fee triple
occupancy; $165/night + $20 per night resort fee quadruple occupancy. Only guests whose names are on the
reservation may check in to their room. An additional guest may check in only if their name is included on the
reservation. Availability of rooms cannot be guaranteed after October 10.

Seneca Niagara Resort
310 4™ Street, Niagara Falls, NY 14303
Hotel Phone Number: 877-873-6322 (request group rate for NYS PTA)
Check in: 4:00 p.m. / Check out: 11:00 a.m.

Online hotel reservations:

Click to book online: NYS PTA Room Block — Reservation Link
Group Code: SNYPTAL
Password: SNYPTAL1

If your PTA region, unit, or council is responsible for your overnight lodging, checks are accepted on-site
for room total; although, the guest will need a credit card for incidentals. Reminder, any PTA check
requires two signatures. Note — there is no tax charged at the hotel.

All meetings, workshops, sessions, meals and other planned activities for the NYS PTA Annual
Convention are being held at the Niagara Falls Convention Center (across the street from the hotel).

Convention registration inquiries must be directed to NYS PTA at 518-452-8808.
Hotel reservations and inquiries are to be directed to the hotel.

Convention Registration Information

To Register

All registrations must be submitted online using the Convention registration link. Each person attending must be individually
registered. Workshop selections are on a first come, first served basis. ALL registration fees are payable to the State Office
PRIOR to the event.

Deadlines

No advance registrations accepted after October 10, 2025. Registrations after that date will be processed on-site only.
Registrations canceled, in writing, prior to October 10, 2025, will receive a full refund, less a $25.00 processing fee. No
refunds will be given for cancellations received after October 10, 2025, or for no-shows.

Credit Card/Check Payments

All event registrations must be paid in advance via credit card or by sending a check for the total as indicated in the online
registration confirmation. If you need assistance making a credit card payment after you have submitted an online registration,
please call the state office for assistance.

Purchase Orders
Purchase Orders are not accepted.
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2025 NYS PTA Online Registration

Register Online at: https://nyspta.org/home/events/convention/

Credit card payment available through online event registration.
Checks, made payable to NYS PTA, and mailed to: NYS PTA, 1 Wembley Court, Albany, NY 12205

Event Registration and hotel reservations deadline: October 10, 2025 -
Hotel reservations are separate and on your own

Packages (all fees include Event Bag and T-shirt) Fee
A. Total Convention (All Meals & Conference fees) $325.00
B. Friday and Saturday only (Friday-Saturday Meals & Conference fees) ... $300.00
C. Saturday only (Saturday Lunch, Banquet & Conference fees) . $250.00
D. Conference only (Friday-Sunday Workshops & Sessions; No meals)* . $150.00

* Meals can be added a la carte to packages at additional cost (see below)

A la Carte Meals available on request (if not Total Convention Registration)

o Friday DINNer $50.00
o Saturday Breakfast (additional for package 3). $30.00
o Saturday Lunch (additional for package 4) . $40.00
o Saturday Banquet (additional for package 4) . $62.00
o Sunday Breakfast (additional for package 4). $30.00

All meals will be ticketed, and every attendee must be individually reqgistered and paid for. All meals must
be purchased by the deadline and ticketed. There may be limited meal purchasing on site, if available.

No advance registrations accepted after October 10, 2025. Registrations after that date will be processed
on-site only at an additional $25 of listed registration fee. The hotel cannot guarantee overnight room
availability for on-site registration; the room block rates will not be in effect after the deadline date.
On-site registration attendees cannot be guaranteed voting credentials or the event t-shirt.

Event Fee Cancellation / Refund Policy - REGISTRATION DEADLINE: OCTOBER 10, 2025

e Event registration and payment must be received prior to the registration deadline.

¢ Registrants who have paid in full and cancel before the registration deadline will receive a full refund, less $25
processing fee.

¢ Registrants canceling before the deadline, who have not paid their registration fee, will be billed $25 processing fee.

Upon receipt of event registration, registrant is responsible for the full event fee whether they attend or not. No

refunds will be given for cancellations received after the registration deadline or for no-shows.
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e Registrants will be billed for any unpaid amounts due. M B
e Registrants may send a replacement at no additional charge. ea(UMu%
o Registrants or replacements who do not show up to the event will not receive a refund. qm \!;y/
o Registrations received after the registration deadline will only be handled as on-site registrations. yv?f-:;/ T
N p

Hotel rooms and reduced room block rate are not guaranteed for on-site registrations. &;ery
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Youth Registration Convention 2025

Register Online at: https://nyspta.org/home/events/convention/

Event Registration and hotel reservations deadline: October 10, 2025 -

Hotel reservations are separate and on your own

Please note, a parent/guardian OVER the age of 25 MUST accompany the youth to this
event, and stay in the same hotel room with them.

Packages (all fees include Event Bag and T-shirt) Fee
A. Total Convention (All Meals & Conference fees) $175.00
B. Friday and Saturday only (Friday-Saturday Meals & Conference fees) ... ... $150.00
C.  Saturday only (Saturday Meals & Conference fees) . $135.00

Youth Strand for 2025 Annual Convention
Schedule at a Glance

Friday, November 14 Saturday, November 15 Sunday, November 16

2:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 7:30a.m.-8:30 a.m. 7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
Exhibitor Hall Open Breakfast: General Breakfast: General
2:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 8:45a.m. - 9:45 a.m.
Registration/Information Exhibitor Hall Open Interactive Session 3
First Timers” Table
8:30 am.-9:15a.m. 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. Dedicated Exhibitor time / General Session IV & Prizes
Dedicated Exhibitor time / Exhibitor Game
Exhibitor Game 11:00 a.m.
9:15a.m.-10:15 a.m. Convention concludes
4:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. Interactive Session 2

Interactive Session 1

10:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. General Session 11
Dinner: A Celebration of

Literacy Event 12:15 p.m.-1:00 p.m.

Youth Activity
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

General Session I

1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
Lunch
2:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.

Dedicated Exhibitor time /
Exhibitor Game

3:15p.m.-5:15 p.m.

General Session IIT

5:15 p.m.
First Timers Photo

7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Dinner

92:00 p.m.-11:30 p.m.
Post-Banquet Celebration with DJ
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