NEW YORK GROWN FOOD FOR NEW YORK KIDS
Guidance for Monday, March 22nd Farm to School Virtual Lobby Day 
The FY22 state budget is going into its final stages of negotiation, and we have an opportunity on Monday, March 22nd to work together to keep New York’s farm to school programs going strong! Please plan to share the link to our coalition action alert on social media and through other communications with your networks, encouraging them to click the link to call or send a letter to their state representatives to support New York’s nation-leading farm to school programs as we go into the final days of budget negotiations! Below is language you can adapt or simply copy and paste to share this opportunity with your networks, thank you for taking action alongside us!
Link to Action Alert: https://farmland.salsalabs.org/NYFood4NYKidsVLD2021/index.html

Share our Action Alert with your E-News Subscribers and Networks!
Help us spread the word on Monday March 22nd with a special message to your e-new subscribers and networks! Feel free to adapt or simply copy and paste from the sample language below: 
Join Us in Support of Farm to School in this Years’ State Budget!
Dear [Name],
[Your Organization Name] is a member of New York Grown Food for New York Kids, a coalition of nearly 70 organizations and stakeholders who support increasing access to fresh, healthy, local food for students in K-12 schools. 
This year, we are urging the state to take important action to put more schools on the path of purchase and serve fresh, healthy, local food to our children. This is a critical opportunity to support student health, the farm economy, and to build resilience communities: according to a new report from American Farmland Trust, with the right support from the state, schools could increase spending on NY grown food to $250 million, increasing access to healthy, local food to over 900,000 students by 2025. 
The Farm to School grants program and the Farm to School Purchasing Incentive, funded in the state budget, work hand in hand to bring more New York grown and raised food to students in K-12 schools. The Governor and State Legislature are entering into final negotiations for this year’s state budget, and we need your help. Please click this link TODAY to learn more and take action to voice your support for these important programs that help more schools buy food from New York farms to serve to our students!
Thank you!
Sincerely,
[your name]
Posts our Action Alert to Your Social Media Account
When you post about farm to school programs and link our action alert, use the #NYFood4NYKids hashtag so we can all see it and share it with our own followers! Be sure to also include graphics and tag the right accounts to legislators and state leaders can see that you are supporting them and urging them to keep working to include farm to school in the state budget! Sample social media posts and graphics you can adapt or simply copy and paste, and some handles you can tag are included below:
Facebook 
· Final state budget negotiations are happening now! You can be part of an important opportunity to help bring more #NYFood4NYKids into New York schools. Farm to School is a win-win-win for farmers, healthy kids, and local economies! To contact your representatives today and urge their support for farm to school, visit www.finys.org/nyfood4nykids

· Final state budget negotiations are happening now! This year, we have 3 important priorities to build farm to school and help schools serve more #NYFood4NYKids: 
1. Maintain $10 million for NY Farm to School Purchasing Incentive to increase the amount of New York grown food served to New York kids. 
2. Maintain $1.5 million for the Farm to School Grants Program to provide necessary support. 
3. Include language to ensure all schools who qualified for the incentive during the pandemic emergency receive the reimbursement they earned from the state.
Act now to join us and voice your support by visiting: www.finys.org/nyfood4nykids!

· The final state budget is being negotiated now! Farm to School is a win-win-win for farmers, healthy kids, and local economies. Call or write your state representatives today to ask them to support Farm to School in this years’ state budget to ensure there’s more #NYFood4NYKids in school. www.finys.org/nyfood4nykids 

· The Growing Resilience report from @AmericanFarmlandTrustNY found that within five years 75% of schools anticipate increasing the amount they spend on New York grown food to reach 30%, if given the right support. Achieving this would cause schools to spend $250 million at New York farms while increasing access to healthy, New York grown and raised food for over 900,000 K-12 students by 2025. 
Take action today to urge your representatives to keep supporting schools in providing #NYFood4NYKids in this years’ state budget! www.finys.org/nyfood4nykids 
Twitter
· We have another important opportunity to continue to support more #NYFood4NYKids! Call and write your legislators today: www.finys.org/nyfood4nykids #FarmtoSchool
 
· ACT NOW: Advocates are urging the Governor and the State Legislature to support #NYFood4NYKids in this year's final #NYBudget. Take 2 minutes today to click the link and write or call your reps to help more schools serve our kids healthy, NY food! www.finys.org/nyfood4nykids 
 
· Farm to School is a triple-win for farmers, healthy kids, and local economies! Act now to urge support for #NYFood4NYKids in the #NYBudget. www.finys.org/nyfood4nykids #FarmtoSchool
 
· New report from @FarmlandNY finds that with the right support, NY schools could increase spending on NY grown food to $250M, increasing access to healthy, local food to 900K students by 2025! Act today to make sure the state budget helps increase #NYFood4NYKids www.finys.org/nyfood4nykids
 
· New report from @FarmlandNY finds that with the right support, 75% of NY schools anticipate reaching 30% spending on food from NY farms, generating $360M in economic impact statewide! Act today to make sure the state budget helps increase #NYFood4NYKids www.finys.org/nyfood4nykids

Key Accounts to Tag
When posting on social media, we encourage you to tag the following accounts. This step is important as it greatly increases the chances these key players in budget negotiations will see your posts and know you are supporting their work on farm to school in this years’ budget. On Facebook, include the appropriate @ mention after the text of your post. On Twitter, upload the image provided below—this allows you to tag up to 10 accounts in the photo. Choose ones from the list below or add your own!
American Farmland Trust New York
 Twitter: @FarmlandNY
 Facebook: @AmericanFarmlandTrustNY
Farm to Institution New York State (FINYS)
 Twitter: @GrowFINYS
 Facebook: @FarmtoInstitutionNYS
Governor Andrew Cuomo
 Twitter: @NYGovCuomo 
Facebook: @GovernorAndrewCuomo
Senator Andrea Stewart Cousins, Majority Leader of the Senate
 Facebook: @Andrea.StewartCousins 
Senator Liz Krueger, Chair of the Senate Finance Committee
 Twitter: @LizKrueger
 Facebook: @StateSenatorLizKrueger
Senator Michelle Hinchey, Chair of the Senate Agriculture Committee
 Twitter: @SenatorHinchey
 Facebook: @SentorMichelleHinchey
Senator Shelley Mayer, Chair of the Senate Education Committee
 Facebook: @ShelleyMayerSD37
 Twitter: @ShelleyBMayer
Senator Rachel May
Twitter: @RachelMayNY
 Facebook: @RachelMayNY
Assemblymember and Speaker of the NYS Assembly Carl E. Heastie
 Twitter: @CarlHeastie
Assemblymember Donna Lupardo, Chair of the Assembly Agriculture Committee
 Facebook: @DonnaLupardo
 Twitter: @DonnaLupardo
Assemblymember Michael Benedetto, Chair of the Assembly Education Committee
 Twitter: @MikeBenedetto82
Tip: Search for the official social media accounts for members of the Assembly and Senate for your local district and tag them to raise their awareness of this proposal. Need help finding your representatives? Visit www.finys.org/nyfood4nykids to look up your representatives in the State Legislature.
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